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Advanced Seminar on Sufism: 
Rumi, Ibn ‘Arabi, Bullhe Shah 

Winter 2015 
 

Course Code: ISLA 581 
Hours: F 2:35-5:25pm 

Classroom: Morrice Hall Rm. 313 
 

Instructor: Prof. Pasha M. Khan 
pasha.m.khan@mcgill.ca 

Office: Morrice Hall Rm. 312 
 

Office Hours: MW 4pm-5pm by appointment 
 
This seminar, open to both undergraduate and graduate students, is devoted to the close 
reading and analysis of the poetry and prose of three well-known Sufis:  Jalāl al-Dīn Rūmī, 
Muhyī al-Dīn Ibn ‘Arabī, and Bullhe Shāh. With minimal use of secondary material, we will 
consider both the ideas that arise from the texts and the fabric of the texts from whence 
these ideas arise. Each thinker presents different difficulties for the scholar. Rumi’s status as 
the “most popular poet in America” may mean that those exposed to translations of his 
poetry receive an impoverished sense of his oeuvre—but does it present certain richnesses 
as well? Ibn ‘Arabi’s “theories” were systematized after his time, leading to a heavily 
philosophized penumbra of interpretation surrounding his thought, and to adverse readings 
of the doctrine of the Unity of Being (wahdat al-wujūd) that was ascribed to him. Bullhe 
Shāh’s poetry, which will be presented both in the form of writing and of musical 
performance, has eluded scholarly analysis partly due to its oral nature and the problems of 
authorship that this produces. Although texts will be read in English translation and there is 
no language prerequisite for the course, all readings will also be available in the original 
Persian, Arabic and Punjabi. Students who read these languages are strongly encouraged to 
enrich our interpretation of the texts with their understanding of the originals. 
 
Required Texts: 
These texts are available at The Word Bookstore (469 Milton Street between Aylmer and 
Durocher). 
 

 Jalāl al-Dīn Rūmī. The Masnavi, Book One. Trans. Javid Mojaddedi. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2004. 



 Jalāl al-Dīn Rūmī. The Masnavi, Book Two. Trans. Javid Mojaddedi. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2007. 

 Ibn ‘Arabī, Muhyī al-Dīn. The Ringstones of Wisdom. Trans. Caner K. Dagli. Chicago: Kazi 
Publications, 2004. 

 
All other readings (listed in the Class Schedule) will be made available to you via myCourses. 
If you do NOT have access to the myCourses page for this class, please notify me A.S.A.P.!  
 
Grading Scheme: 
 
Participation 25% Attendance and participation in class discussions 

makes up a significant portion of your grade. Please 
come to class (on time) and engage in the discussion. 
During each class you will each in turn be expected 
to say a few words about each reading, 
recapitulating your comments on the discussion post 
if you so desire. 
 
Class attendance:             5% 
Participation: 20% 
 

Online Forum 25% Students should post their thoughts (about a 
paragraph or two) on the readings for each class on 
the myCourses forum. They should be posted by 
11:59 PM the night before each class. (However, late 
posts will be marked as well!) These will form the 
basis of the class discussion. 
 

Research Topic 5% Email me your brief topic description by January 26, 
11:59 PM. Describe what you are thinking of writing 
about within a paragraph or so in the body of the 
email (not as an attachment). Consider in particular 
the feasibility of the project in terms of its scope. 
 

Research Proposal 15% 3-5 pages, including bibliography, due February 23, 
11:59 PM (upload via myCourses). Guidelines with a 
marking rubric are available on myCourses. 
 

Research Paper 30% 20-25 pages, due March 30, 11:59 PM (upload via 
myCourses). Guidelines with a marking rubric are 
available on myCourses. 
 

 
Note on the Readings: 
The two books of the Masnavi translation and the Ringstones of Wisdom translation are 
available at The Word bookstore (see above). The poems of Bullhe Shah will be available in 



PDF on myCourses; translations are based on Christopher Shackle’s forthcoming edition (to 
be published in 2015). The original text of each reading (in Persian, Arabic and Punjabi) are 
also available on myCourses. In the Class Schedule below, the page numbers for Rumi’s poem 
in Nicholson’s Persian edition are provided in parentheses. In the case of Bullhe Shah, the 
parenthetical numbers refer to the number of the kāfī (poem) in Faqīr Muhammad Faqīr’s 
edition of the Kulliyāt-i Bullhe Shāh. 
 
Class Schedule: 

January 9 

Introduction to Rūmī 
 

 Franklin Lewis. Rumi: Past and Present, East and West. pp. 271-
317. 

 "The Song of the Reed" Vol. 1, pp. 4-5 (1:1-18) 
 "The Story of Adam" Vol. 1, pp. 78-79 (1:1234-1262) 
 "Interpretation of 'We Have Returned from the Lesser Jihad to 

the Greater Jihad" Vol. 1, pp. 86-87 (1:1373-1389) 
 "How Adam Attributed That Error to Himself" Vol. 1, pp. 93-94 

(1:1480-1508) 
 

January 16 Rūmī 
 

 "The Harm in Being Venerated by People" Vol. 1, pp. 115-116 
(1:1848-1877) 

 "In Explanation of the Fact That, Just as the Beggar Loves the 
Wealth of the Donor…" Vol. 1, p. 169 (1:2744-2751) 

 "Story of the Person Who Knocked on the Door of His Beloved" 
Vol. 1, pp. 188-190 (1:3056-3076) 

 "Noah Threatens His People" Vol. 1, p. 192 (1:3124-3149) 
 "A Guest Came to Joseph" Vol. 1, pp. 194-198 (1:3157-3227) 
 "An Enemy Spits in the Face of the Commander of the Faithful 

Ali" Vol. 1, pp. 227-234, 238-248 (1:3721-3892, 1:3924-4003) 
 

January 23 Rūmī 
 

 "Shaikh Ahmad-e Khazruya Buys Sweets" Vol. 2, pp. 25-29 
(2:376-444) 

 "Moses Condemns the Prayer of a Shepherd" Vol. 2, 101-105 
(2:1720-1815) 

 "The Governor Tells a Man 'Dig up the Thorn Bush" Vol. 2, pp. 
73-79 (2:1227-1385) 

 "The Miracles of That Dervish" Vol. 2, pp. 204-205 (2:3477-3505) 
 "On Becoming Perplexed Due to Different Schools of Thought" 

Vol. 2, pp. 171-172 (2:2923-2945) 



 "How the Mystic's Illumination Begins" Vol. 2, p. 190-194 
(2:3240-3302) 

 
January 30 Rūmī, Introduction to Ibn ‘Arabī 

 
 "Majnun and Layla’s Dog" Nicholson Vol. 3, p. 34 (3:567-580) 
 "The Shaykh Who Showed No Grief" Nicholson Vol. 3, pp. 99-102 

(3:1772-1834) 
 The Sufi Who Contemplated the Beauty of the Garden" 

Nicholson Vol. 4, pp. 347-348 (4:1358-1372) 
 “Die Before Ye Die” Nicholson Vol. 6, p. 298 (6:763-776) 

 
February 6 **READING WEEK** 

 
 

February 13 Ibn ‘Arabī 
 

 Ringstone of Noah 
 Ringstone of Seth 

 
February 20 Ibn ‘Arabī 

 
 Ringstone of Abraham 
 Ringstone of Isaac 

 
February 27 Ibn ‘Arabī 

 
 Ringstone of Joseph 
 Ringstone of Hud 

 
March 6 Ibn ‘Arabī, Introduction to Bullhe Shāh 

 
 Ringstone of Solomon 
 J.R. Puri & T.R. Shangari. Bulleh Shah: The Love-intoxicated 

Iconoclast. pp. 3-29 
 Robin Rinehart. "The Portable Bullhe Shah." 
 Heer-Ranjha 
 "All Bullha's Sisters and Their Daughters" 
 "My Ranjha Is Another Now" (119) 

 
March 13 Bullhe Shāh 

 
 "Bullha, What Do I Know What I Am?" (27) 
 "Forget about Knowledge, My Friend" (79) 



 "Let's Go and See That Intoxicating Man" (55) 
 "Love, You've Really Battered Them" (28) 
 "Who Will Recognize Me Now?" 
 "The Guru Does Whatever He Wants" (99) 

 
March 20 Bullhe Shāh 

 
 "Everything Ends in a Single Point" (12) 
 "Words Come to the Mouth" (113) 
 "How Long Will You Veil Yourself from Poverty" (57) 
 "Repeating 'Ranjha, Ranjha' I've Become Ranjha Myself" (161) 
 "He Tells Secrets Without End" (33) 
 "Ranjha Is the One I Need" (9) 

 
March 27 Bullhe Shāh 

 
 "Every Spring of Love Is New" (76) 
 "Throw the Watchman Out of Here" (104) 
 "Come Quickly, Doctor" (29) 
 "Guess Who's Come in Disguise" (48) 
 "There's No 'I' Left in Me" (134) 
 "Keep Quiet and Go On" (48) 

 
  

 
 
 

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and 
Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information). 
 
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit 
in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.  / Conformément à  la Charte des droits de 
l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail 
écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). 
 
Instructor generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions, etc.) are protected by 
law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit permission of the 
instructor.  Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow up by the University under the Code of 
Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.  
 
If you have a disability please contact the instructor to arrange a time to discuss your situation. It would be 
helpful if you contact the Office for Students with Disabilities at 514-398-6009 before you do this. 
 
 

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
http://www.mcgill.ca/osd

