
ISLA 683 F. Jamil Ragep 
History of Science in Islam Fall 2012 
Friday 14:05 – 15:55, Morrice Hall 313 jamil.ragep@mcgill.ca  
  Office Hours: M 13:00 – 14:30 (Tel: 514-398-2918) 
 
In this seminar, we will examine a number of introductions to astronomical texts, with the view 
toward understanding the reasons these texts were written, whom they were written for, the 
underlying philosophies of science they reveal, and so on. Texts will be in Arabic and Persian; a 
few have been edited and translated but most remain in manuscript. Knowledge of Arabic and/or 
Persian at an upper intermediate level is assumed. 
 
 
Assignments: 

1) [1/3 of grade] The basic assignment will be to come to class each week, keep up with the 
readings, and be prepared to discuss them.  

2) [1/3 of grade] Enrolled students will be asked to lead the class and the reading of the texts 
every third or fourth week. Short summaries of the readings with historical context will 
be required every second week.  

3) [1/3 of grade] The term paper (approximately 15-20 double-spaced pages) will be on 
some aspect of the history of astronomy in Islam. You should have chosen a topic and 
done a preliminary literature review by October 12.  

 
 
Goals of the Class: By the end of the course, you should have improved your ability to deal with 
scientific Arabic and/or Persian and have a better understanding of the contexts (both scientific 
and social) in which these works were written. You should also have acquired some of the tools 
needed to do original work in this field.  
 
 
Readings will either be available at the course website 
http://webpages.mcgill.ca/staff/Group2/fragep/ISLA683 or in the Islamic Studies Library.  
 

mailto:jamil.ragep@mcgill.ca
http://webpages.mcgill.ca/staff/Group2/fragep/ISLA683


ISLA 683 F. Jamil Ragep 
History of Science in Islam Fall 2012 

 
SCHEDULE 

Note: we will meet every Friday during the term. 
 
Sept. 7: The Tadhkira of Naṣīr al-Dīn al-Ṭūsī  
 
Sept. 14:  The Tadhkira of Naṣīr al-Dīn al-Ṭūsī (continued) 
 
Sept. 21: The Muʿīniyya of Naṣīr al-Dīn al-Ṭūsī  
 
Sept. 28 and Oct. 5: Foundations for the hayʾa basīṭa Tradition 

a) The Planetary Hypotheses of Ptolemy 
b) The Fuṣūl of Farghānī 
c) The Hayʾat al ʿālam of Ibn al-Haytham 
d) The Tabṣira and Muntaha of al-Khiraqī 

 
Oct. 12, 19, 26, Nov. 2: The so-called “Marāgha School” 

a) al-ʿUrḍī’s Kitab al-hayʾa 
b) Ṭūsī’s Īlkhānī zīj 
c) Shīrāzī’s Nihāya, Ikhtiyārāt, Tuḥfa, and Faʿalta 

 
Nov. 9: The Zīj and Nihāyat al‐suʾl of Ibn al-Shāṭir 
 
Nov. 16, 23, 30: The Samarqand School 

a) Jurjānī’s and Qāḍīzāde’s introductions to the commentaries on the Mulakhkhaṣ 
b) Qūshjī’s Risāla dar ʿīlm al‐hayʾa and Fatḥiyya  
c) Ulugh’s Beg Zīj 
d) Khafrī’s and Birjandī’s introductions to the commentaries on the Tadhkira 
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Additional Course Information 
 
1. Ragep’s Office Hrs: M 13:00 – 14:30 and by appointment. [Morrice Hall 320] 
 
2. Make-up of an examination, or late submission of papers, will be permitted without penalty 

only in cases of serious illness or emergency (such as a death in the family); approval for such 
a make-up exam or late essay submission must be obtained in advance in all but highly 
exceptional cases.  

 
3. Late submissions of assignments will be accepted but will be penalized a half letter-grade (or 

5 points on a 100 scale) for every day it is late, up to a maximum of 50% penalty. Missed 
exams (other than the final) or paper assignments that are unexcused may (and should) be 
made up; they will be given 50% credit. 

 
4. McGill is committed to providing reasonable accommodation for all students with disabilities.  

Students with disabilities who require accommodations in this course are requested to speak 
with the professor as early in the semester as possible. It would be helpful if you contact the 
Office for Students with Disabilities at 398-6009 (online at http://www.mcgill.ca/osd) before 
you do this. For the policy regarding examinations, please see: http://www.mcgill.ca/student-
records/exam/sd/  

 
5. McGill University recognizes and respects the diversity of its members, including diversity of 

religious faiths and observances. For McGill’s policy for the Accommodation of Religious 
Holy Days, please see http://www.mcgill.ca/student-records/dates/holydays/  

 
6. Permission from the instructor is needed for taping of Lectures. 
 
7. In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have 

the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.  
 
8. Academic Integrity:  

McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 
Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ ) for more information). 

 
9. In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content 

and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.   
 

************** 
 
Please feel free to email me with any questions or problems: jamil.ragep@mcgill.ca  
 
 

http://www.mcgill.ca/osd
http://www.mcgill.ca/student-records/exam/sd/
http://www.mcgill.ca/student-records/exam/sd/
http://www.mcgill.ca/student-records/dates/holydays/
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
mailto:jamil.ragep@mcgill.ca

	Additional Course Information

