Intermediate Urdu—Fall 2013

Course Code: ISLA 552D
Hours: MWF 10:35am-11:25am
Classroom: Morrice Hall Rm. 313

Instructor: Prof. Pasha M. Khan
pasha.m.khan@mcgill.ca
Office: Morrice Hall Rm. 312
(514) 398-4400 ext. 09863

Office Hour: W 4:00pm-5:00pm or by appointment

Objectives of the Course:

Building on Introductory Urdu, this course will improve students' ability to read, write,
understand and speak the Urdu-Hindi language, introducing Devanagari ("Hindi") script in
the second term. Students will be taught by means of in-class activities and lessons,
demanding a high level of participation, as well as written and oral homework exercises and
tests. By the end of the course students will have a grasp of the full range of Urdu-Hindi
grammar. Students will be familiarized with aspects of South Asian culture connected with
the language, and will be exposed to Urdu-Hindi journalism, poetry, television and film.

Required Texts:
Teach Yourself Complete Urdu. By David Matthews and Mohammed Kasim Dalvi. McGraw-Hill,
2010.

Read and Write Hindi Script. By Rupert Snell. McGraw-Hill, 2011.

These are available at the McGill Bookstore (3420 McTavish Street). Please use the correct
editions!

Other Course Materials:

Homework exercises, along with audio dialogues, will be made available on the myCourses
page for ISLA 552D. If you do NOT have access to ISLA 552D through myCourses, please notify
me A.S.A.P.

If you have need of a basic dictionary, the following are recommended and available in the
reference section of the Islamic Studies Library (Morrice Hall, 1st floor).

Oxford English Urdu Dictionary PK1976 H377 2003

Student’s Standard English-Urdu Dictionary PK1976 A23 1960
Ferozsons Urdu-English Dictionary PK1976 F4 1987
Anjuman's Urdu-English Dictionary PK1976 A28 1987



Grading:

Participation 30% ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY. Please attend class! Absentees
without a valid excuse will be penalized (earning a zero on the
daily participation mark) for each day of absence. Be punctual—
if you are late to class I will use my discretion, and may subtract
from your participation mark. Ask as many questions as you
can in class and feel free to come see me during my office
hours, but please make a habit of raising your hand and do not
distract other classmates (or the instructor).

The participation mark may also include pop quizzes and
dictations.

Homework 20% Late homework will be penalized according to the following
scheme: 4 marks will be taken off on the first day, and 1 mark
will be subtracted for each subsequent day, including
weekends.

Presentation 1 5% Details to be announced.

Presentation 2 5% Details to be announced.

Test 1 10% September 30

Test 2 10% October 16

Test 3 10% November 13

Test 4 10% December 2

Schedule

Sept. 4 In class:

Introduction

Sept. 6 In class:

Review
Sept. 9 In class:

Review

Due: Mashq 1
Sept. 11 In class:

Review

Due: Mashq 2
Sept. 13 In class:

ma‘lim hoga, bas, -wala, bithana




Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 8.3 (pp. 150-153)

Due: Mashq 3

Sept. 16 In class:
tha, itna, nazar ana, comparison of adjectives, ko pasand ana, pahle, ki talash
karna

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 9.1 (pp. 156-161)

Due: Mashq 4
Sept. 18 In class:

Speaking session

Due: Mashq 5
Sept. 20 In class:

kyon!, thora sa bahut s3, lacs and crores

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 9.2 (pp. 161-164)

Due: Mashq 6

Sept. 23 In class:
al-, pahuncana, dayan bayan, going to a place

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 9.3 (pp. 161-169)

Due: Mashq 7
Sept. 25 In class:
Speaking session
Due: Mashq 8
Sept. 27 In class:
Review
Sept. 30 TEST 1
Oct. 2 In class:

sakna, subjunctive mood, balkih, bhar, ke mugabile men, siiraj dhiip, cahna,



Oct. 4

shura’

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 10.1 (pp. 173-179)

Due: Mashq 9

In class:
Speaking session

Due: Mashq 10

Oct. 7

Oct. 9

Oct. 11

In class:
izafat review, sahibzadah/zadi, broken Arabic plurals, men dakhil hona

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 10.2 (pp. 179-182)

Due: Mashq 11

In class:
Speaking session

Due: Mashq 12

In class:
Review

Oct. 14

Oct. 16

Oct. 17

*** Thanksgiving ***

TEST 2
(Those observing ‘Id al-Azha may take the test on an alternate date.)

**¥ No Class ***

Oct. 21

Oct. 23

In class:
ma‘lim hota hai, -wala, ko par karna, muhabbat, bhilk, piyas, shauq, anarkali

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 10.3 (pp. 182-186)

Due: Mashq 13
In class:

Past habitual, past continuous, kahna, apna, bat, ache se accha, mumkin hai kih,
kal parson, intizam



Oct. 25

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 11.1 (pp. 190-197)

Due: Mashq 14

In class:
Speaking session

Due: Mashq 15

Oct. 28

Oct. 30

Nov. 1

In class:
barish hona, be-wagqt, points of the compass, Pakistani provinces, ordinal
numbers, as pas, kheti bari, darya, tezi, anewala, se milana

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 11.2 (pp. 197-204)

Due: Mashq 16

In class:
Speaking session

Due: Mashq 17

In class:

khara zabar, farmana, past participle, transitive and intransitive verbs, simple
past of intransitive verbs, hiia, khairiyyat, dekhe jana, purana birha, milna

intransitive, salam, ko't bhi, le jana, mubarak ho

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 12.1 (208-217)

Due: Mashq 18

Nov. 4

Nov. 6

In class:
Speaking session

Due: Mashq 19
In class:
tanwin, adverbs, perfect tense, pluperfect tense, perfect and pluperfect

negation, cukna, baithna, thakna, wuh piichne lage,

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 12.2 (218-224)

Due: Mashq 20



Nov. 8

In class:
Speaking session

Due: Mashq 21

Nov. 11

Nov. 13

Nov. 15

In class:
Review

TEST 3
(Those observing ‘Ashtirah may take the test on an alternate date.)

*#% NO CLASS ***

Nov. 18

Nov. 20

Nov. 22

In class:

ka intizar karna, past tenses of intransitive verbs, simple past of transitive
verbs, simple past with a person or pronoun as its object, perfect and pluperfect
tenses of transitive verbs, fractions and minutes to the hour, telling time, ki
mashq karna

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 13.1 (227-237)

Due: Mashq 22

In class:
Speaking session

Due: Mashq 23
In class:
having done, samajhna, samajhna, lagna, ap ka kahna, haram halal, ki koshish

karna, karne dena, khud, hi, numbers 61-80

Read for next class:
Matthews Unit 13.2 (237-243)

Due: Mashq 24

Nov. 25

Nov. 27

In class:
Speaking session

Due: Mashq 25

In class:
Speaking session



Due: Mashq 26

Nov. 29 In class:
Review

Dec. 2 TEST 4

Dec. 3 In class:
TBA

NB: This schedule is tentative, and may change depending on the progress and needs of the
class. Please pay close attention to in-class announcements and emails from your instructor.

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and
Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information).

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit
in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. / Conformément a la Charte des droits de
I'étudiant de I'Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de soumettre en francais ou en anglais tout travail
écrit devant étre noté (sauf dans le cas des cours dont l'un des objets est la maitrise d’une langue).

Instructor generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions, etc.) are protected by
law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit permission of the
instructor. Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow up by the University under the Code of
Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.

If you have a disability please contact the instructor to arrange a time to discuss your situation. It would be
helpful if you contact the Office for Students with Disabilities at 514-398-6009 before you do this.


http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
http://www.mcgill.ca/osd

