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Upper Intermediate Persian II 
ISLA 544 

Winter 2017 
M-W 11:30-1:00 

 
Instructor: 

Dr. Pouneh Shabani-Jadidi 
Pouneh.shabani-jadidi@mcgill.ca 

Office hours: Friday 11:30-12:30  
Institute of Islamic Studies, Morrice Hall, Room 308 

 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
Upper Intermediate Level 
 
This course is only in Persian. Vocabulary and grammar are not taught explicitly, but rather implicitly through the 
means of literature.  
 
During this course, you will become familiar with the canonical writers, genres, and works of classical Persian 
literature that students of Persian language and literature, whether in Iran or any other country, are universally 
expected to know. In addition, you will encounter subtle and complex structures in the grammar implicitly through 
literary texts. Finally, you will achieve a general overview and understanding of major literary genres in classical 
Persian literature.  
Other than the course pack, the focus of which is classical Persian, every week, you will read several pages of a 
modern Persian novel.  
 
At the end of this semester, you will have acquired a vast scope of vocabulary and structure of both modern and 
classical Persian as well as a familiarity with the canonical works in classical Persian literature. 
 
As your term project, you will give an oral presentation as well as a paper on one of the writers whose work 
we have read in class. 
 
The format of the final exam will be translation and essay writing, which will be held during the examination 
period. 
 
Evaluation: 
10% attendance and active participation 
10% timely submission of all assignments 
20% oral presentation 
20% paper 
40% final examination 
 
*Note that there might be minor changes to the following syllabus if required.
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Textbook  
 
The course pack and the novel will be provided by the instructor. 

 

Dictionaries:   

1.The combined new Persian-English and English-Persian dictionary, Abbas Aryanpur Kashani and 
Manoochehr Aryanpur Kashani. Lexington, Ky., USA : Mazda Publishers, 1986. 

2.A comprehensive Persian-English dictionary, Steingass. Asian Educational Services, 1992. 

Online Dictionary: 
 
https://www.vajehyab.com 
 
 
Online Audio Books: (great resource to practice listening and pronunciation) 
 
http://ketabkhaneyegooya.blogspot.ca 
 
 
Online Persian Poetry: (great resource to enjoy a variety of classical and modern 
Persian poetry) 
 
http://ganjoor.net 
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Winter 2017 Syllabus 
 Week 1: Jan 4 
A history of the development of Persian prose, Sa'id Nafisi (part 1) 
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 1-7) 
 
Week 2: Jan 9-11 
A history of the development of Persian prose, Sa'id Nafisi (part 2) 
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 8-14) 
 
Week 3: Jan 16-18 
Shahnameh of Abou-Mansouri 
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 15-21) 
 
Week 4: Jan 23-25 
Nasir Khosrow Travel Log 
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 22-28) 
 
Week 5: Jan 30 & Feb 1 
Tarikh-i Beyhaqi 
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 29-35) 
 
Week 6: Feb 6-8 
Qabusnameh 
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 36-42) 
 
Week 7: Feb 13-15 
Kimia-ye Sa'adat, Ghazali Tusi  
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 43-49) 
 
Week 8: Feb 20-22 
Maqarrnt-i Hamid Balkhi 
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 50-57) 
 
Week 9: Feb 27-March 3 – STUDY BREAK 
Week 10: March 6-8 
Tazkirat Al-Auliya, Attar 
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 58-64) 
 
Week 11: March 13-15 
Chahar Maqaleh, Nizami Aruzi Samarqandi 
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 65-72) 
 
Week 12: March 20-22 
Marzban Nameh, Varavini   
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 73-79) 
 
Week 13: March 27-29 
Akhlak-e Naseri, Khajeh Nasir Al-Din Tusi 
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 80-87) 
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Week 14: April 3-5 
Gulistan, Sa'di  
Hafiz-e Nashenide Pand (pp. 88-94) 
 
Week 15: April 10 
Oral presentations – Papers due 
 
 
 
 
 
McGill Policy Statements 
 
"McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand 
the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under 
the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information). 
  
"L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe 
par conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat 
et autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles 
actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de 
plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/)." 
 
“In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course 
have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.”  
  
"Conformément à  la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque 
étudiant a le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté 
(sauf dans le cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue)." 
 


