
ISLA 200 Islamic Civilization (Fall 2014), 3 Credits 
 

Wednesdays: 4.05 – 5. 25 PM (Burnside Hall, Room 1B45) 

Fridays: Discussion sections, 4.05 – 5.25 PM in Rooms 1B45, 708, 
1214 and 920 

Taught by: Prashant Keshavmurthy 

Contact by e-mail: prashant.keshavmurthy@mcgill.ca; Office 
phone: (514) 398-4400 ext. 09655.   

Office hour: Wednesday, 2 – 3 PM (Room 311, Morrice Hall)  

Description  

An introduction to, and survey of, the religious, literary, artistic, 
legal, philosophical and scientific traditions that constituted 
Islamic civilization from the 7th Century until the mid-19th 
Century. 

 
Course Rules 
 
*All class time and discussion sessions must be conducted with the 
principle of mutual respect for all students, professors and visitors 
and others. All students’ voices will have a chance to be heard and 
those that are traditionally marginalized within the university and 
elsewhere will be encouraged to express themselves. The class has 
a zero-tolerance policy for racist, Islamophobic, sexist, 
homophobic/transphobic and other oppressive language and 
practice. If you have any questions about this, see the course 
instructor for clarification. 
  
*You must attend class and arrive on time.  
  
*You may not wander in and out of the room during class time. 

mailto:prashant.keshavmurthy@mcgill.ca


The class is short, shorter than most short flights. Use the 
washroom beforehand. 
  
*Mobile computing or communications devices are not permitted 
to be used in class without the explicit permission of the instructor. 
Do not use any electronic devices during class time. If you want to 
take notes please do so by hand. 
  
  
*This means that there you may not use telephones, computers or 
any other similar devices during class and you may not text, do 
email, check Facebook etc. You should wait until class is over to 
do this. 
 
* You are responsible for checking the emails you will receive 
from the instructor or Teaching Assistants from WebCT for 
updates, announcements etc. including homework due, room 
changes, topics for discussion and any thing else. 
 
  
*Please do not speak to your colleagues or others when someone 
else is speaking in class—this includes your fellow students, the 
prof, the mentors, and /or guests. 
  
*Failure to comply with these rules may be result in you being 
asked to leave the room.  
  
  
*Any changes or exceptions to these rules or other material on the 
syllabus must be approved by the instructor, unless this specifically 
relates to issues within the Friday discussions led by the TAs in 
which case they will decide. They have the discretion to refer any 
questions to the instructor. 
 



Required, Official McGill University Statements: 
McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 
Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity 
for more information). 
 
L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe 
par conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat 
et autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles 
actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de 
plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity ). 
 

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course 
have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 

 

Conformément à  la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque 
étudiant a le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté 
(sauf dans le cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue)  
  
 
Schedule of Topics and Readings 
 
Classes will take place from 4.05 to 5.25 PM every Wednesday 
and Friday of the semester. The Wednesday classes will be held 
in Burnside Hall 1B45 and will be taken up by an 
approximately hour-long lecture followed by a question-and-
answer session. The Friday classes will be taken up by 
discussions of the lectures and weekly readings with the three 
Teaching Assistants (TAs) and the professor. The three TAs 
are all graduate students in the Institute of Islamic Studies and 
therefore authorities on some or the other topic within Islamic 
Studies. They are Zahra Sabri, Pauline Froissart and Pouyan 
Shahidi-Marani. For these Friday classes the class will be 
divided into quarters, each quarter meeting their respective 
TA or the professor in a classroom that will be announced.  
 
The following is the schedule of topics and readings for the 
Wednesday classes (with the exception of September 5th which 
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is a Friday): 
 
Sept 3: Scope and outline of the course 
 
Sept 5: The Pre-Islamic Nile to Oxus Region and Muhammad 
 
    Brown, A New Introduction to Islam, pp. 3 -18. 
 
    Marshal Hodgson, “Introduction to the Study of Islamic     
    Civilization”, in his   Venture of Islam, Vol. 1, “The Classical    
    Age of Islam” (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1974), pp.  
    3 – 69. 
 
Sept 10: Guest Lecture by graduate student, Pauline Froissart 
on “An Islamic Philosopher: the Life and Works of Ibn 
Sina/Avicenna”  
          
        
       Listen to the 4 podcasts on Avicenna at: 
 
 http://www.historyofphilosophy.net/avicenna-life-works 
 
http://www.historyofphilosophy.net/avicenna-metaphysics 
 
http://www.historyofphilosophy.net/avicenna-god 
 
http://www.historyofphilosophy.net/avicenna-god 
 
Jon McGinnis, “Avicenna’s Intellectual and Historical Milieu”, 
Oxford Scholarship Online (2010). 
 
F. Rahman’s entry on Avicenna’s psychology at 
http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/avicenna-vi 
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Sept 17: Guest Lecture by Prof. Michelle Hartman on “The 
Modern Uses of Early Arabic Muslim Poetry” 
 
           Brown, A New Introduction to Islam, pp. 19 - 68.  
            
           Robert Irwin, ed., Night and Horses and the Desert: an  
          Anthology of Classical Arabic Literature (New York:    
          Anchor Books, 2001), Chapter 1 (“Pagan Poets A.D. 500 – 
           622]”), pp. 1 - 29.  
     

Michelle Hartman, “An Arab Woman Poet as a Crossover        
Artist: Reconsidering the Ambivalent Legacy of Al-       

          Khansa’” 
 
 
 
Sept 24: Guest Lecture by Prof. Jamil Ragep on “Astronomy 
and Mathematics in Pre-modern Islamic Civilization: 
Appropriation, Transformation and Influence.”  
     
 
           Ragep, F. Jamil. “Astronomy.” Encyclopaedia of Islam,     
           THREE. Edited by: Kate Fleet, Gudrun Krämer, Denis  
           Matringe, John Nawas, Everett Rowson.     
           Brill Online, 2014. Reference. 26 August 2014  
               
http://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/encyclopaedia-of-
islam-     3/astronomy-COM_22652  
 
(This online entry is only accessible via a McGill University 
connection or VPN) 
 
Oct 1: Guest Lecture by graduate student, Alberto Tiburcio 
Urquiola on “ “Debates and Questions on the Spread of Islam”  

http://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/encyclopaedia-of-islam-3/astronomy-COM_22652
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          Al-Biruni, Kitab al-Hind. 
 
          http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/biruni-abu-rayhan-i-
life 
http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/biruni-abu-rayhan-viii 
 
 
          Andre Wink, Al-Hind: the Making of the Indo-Islamic  
         World, Volume 2: the Slave Kings and the Islamic Conquest,  
         11th to 13th Centuries, (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1996), “The Idols  
          of Hind” and “The Well of Buddhism Defiled”. 
 
        
 
Oct 8: Sufism 
 
          Fariduddin Attar, Conference of the Birds (translated by     
          Dick Davis and Afkham Darbandi, Penguin Classics, 1984),  
          Introduction and all of the main text. 
 
Oct 15: Sufism  
 
         Jalaluddin Rumi, The Masnavi: Book 1 (translated by Jawid     
         Mojaddedi, Oxford University Press, 2008), pp. Introduction,  
         1 - 61; 210 - 230.  
 
Oct 22: Guest Lecture by Prof. Sinem Casale on Islamic Visual 
Culture  
 
         Gregory Minissale, Images of Thought: Visuality in Islamic  
         India, 1550-1750 (Cambridge Scholars Press, 2006), pp.  
         Introduction; 1 – 50; 200 – 257.  
 
Oct 29: Muslim Kingship  
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         Aziz al-Azmeh, Muslim Kingship: Power and the Sacred in     
         Muslim, Christian and Pagan Politics (New York: I.B.  
         Tauris, 2001), 1 – 79.  
 

A. Azfar Moin, The Millennial Sovereign: Sacred Kingship  
B. and Sainthood in Islam (New York: Columbia University 

Press, 2012), pp. 1 – 55; 130 – 169.  
 
 
Nov 5: Mid Term 1 
 
 
Nov 7: Mid Term 2 
 
 
Nov 12: Muslim Kingship 
 
         Abolqasem Ferdowsi, Shahnameh: the Persian Book of  
         Kings (a new translation by Dick Davis) (New York:   
         Penguin, 2006), pp. Translator’s introduction; 1 – 133; 215 –    
         280.  
 
 
Nov 19: Guest Lecture by Prof. Pasha Mohamad Khan on 
Story Telling in the Persianate World 
 
 
          Abolqasem Ferdowsi, Shahnameh: the Persian Book of  
          Kings, pp. 622 – 651.  
 
 
Nov 26: Ethics 
 
         Shaykh Mushrifuddin Sa‘di of Shiraz, The Gulistan (Rose- 



         Garden) (trans. Wheeler M. Thackston) (Maryland: Ibex  
         Publishers, 2008), Translator’s Preface; Prologue; 130 – 173.  
 
 

Dec 1: Modernity and Postcoloniality  

        Iraj Pezeshkzad, My Uncle Napoleon: a Novel (trans. Dick  

        Davis) (Modern Library Paperbacks, 2006), translator’s  

        Introduction and the entire novel.  
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