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Message from the Director

P  lease allow me to extend warm greetings from the faculty, staff, and students at the Institute 
of Islamic Studies to our alumni, supporters, and friends of the Institute. As we come to the 

close of 2012, which marks the sixtieth anniversary of the founding of the Institute, we have 
much to celebrate—a distinguished past, a thriving present, and a very promising future. The 
pioneering vision of Wilfred Cantwell Smith, the Founding Director of the Institute, continues to 
inform our present: Muslim and non-Muslim scholars from all corners of the globe still explore 
together and with mutual respect the religion and civilization of Islam. But as with all things, 
the Institute has evolved over those 60 years. In addition to our role as a premier research 
institute, we have also become a vital part of McGill’s Faculty of Arts, offering instruction to 
hundreds of undergraduates each year in languages, literatures, religious and cultural  studies, 
and history. This is reflected in our remarkable growth and renewal over the past 10 years: 
virtually every one of our almost 20 professors and research associates were not at McGill 
a decade ago, a tribute both to the Institute’s resiliency and to the commitment of McGill to 
helping us remain one of the world’s leading institutions for research and teaching on Islam.

As you know we are also privileged to have here in Morrice Hall one of the jewels of Islamic 
Studies, the Islamic Studies Library that has been a valuable resource for decades, not only for 
our professors and students but for researchers coming from far and near. The Library has 
also undergone renewal in the last five years with a new Head and new staff, but the transition 
has again been smooth and the library continues to grow and superbly serve the needs of its 
many users.

During the past two years we have had 11 PhD graduates along with 7 MA graduates. In 
this month alone (December 2012) there were 2 successful PhD defenses! The staff always 
experiences a certain mix of pride, amazement, and humility each time we are able to...

State of Qatar donates $1.25 million 
to the Institute of Islamic Studies 

H i s  e x c e l l e n c y  s a l e m  a l - s h a f i ,  t h e  f i r s t  
a m b a s s a d o r  f r o m  Q a t a r  t o  c a n a d a , a n d  

P r i n c i p a l  H e a t h e r  m u n r o e - B l u m . 

On March 26, 2012, it was 
announced by His Excellency Salem 
Al-Shafi, the first Ambassador from 
Qatar to Canada, that the Institute 
of Islamic Studies would receive a 
generous gift of $1.25 million from 
the State of Qatar, to celebrate the 
60th anniversary of the founding of 
the Institute. As part of the 60th 
anniversary, this gift will be used 
towards a series of lectures, visiting 
scholars, conferences, and exhibits.  
“We believe this contribution will    
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further assist the Institute in carrying on the distinguished role it has played, since its 
establishment in 1952, in advancing research related to Islam and the history and civilization 
of the Islamic world,” said His Excellency Al-Shafi. “We also believe that the Institute shares 
our vision that knowledge and education are key to meet the challenges of our changing world 
and provide the tools to better understand the ever-evolving relationship between religion 
and mankind and how it has contributed to our well-being and the coexistence of peoples.”

Institute of Islamic studies 
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congratulate one of our students on completing a PhD or 
MA, as we recall all the effort—certainly from the students 
but also from the faculty and staff—to make this moment 
possible. It is such a pleasure to see our students turn into 
such fine academics and produce wonderful theses. 

We are profoundly grateful to our many benefactors who 
have made it possible for the Institute to succeed and prosper 
over the past 60 years. For example, we recently received 
an anonymous donation from a long-time supporter of the 
Institute that allowed us to establish a graduate fellowship 
named in honour of Wilfred Cantwell Smith. And this 
year we were very fortunate to be the beneficiaries of the 
generous gift from the State of Qatar, totaling 1.25 million 
dollars. A significant portion has been set aside to establish 
an endowed fellowship named The H.E. Sheikh Hamad Bin 
Jassim Bin Jabr AI-Thani Fellowship in Islamic Studies, to 
honour the Qatari Prime Minister who was instrumental 
in making the gift a reality. The gift will also be used to 
fund numerous lectures, visiting scholars, conferences, 
workshops and exhibits to celebrate our 60th anniversary. 
The celebration has already gotten off to a great start: the 
very successful kick-off event in October, which included the 
music of master musicians A. J. Racy and Souhail Kaspar, was 
followed a few weeks later by a night of Indonesian music. 

As a historian, I am acutely aware of the debt we owe the 
past, captured well by an anonymous verse in a Damascus 
manuscript that says in part: 

“Once the world was to another people/ But they have since 
departed/ leaving it with us. We too shall dwell in it/ But 
we also shall follow them/ Leaving it as it was left for us” 
[Ẓāhiriyya MS 4871, f. 36a]. 

As the inheritor of the directorship of this magnificent 
Institute, I very much hope to leave it as it was left to us, 
which has been made much easier by being able to hoist 
myself on the sturdy shoulders of my predecessors. As a 
tribute to their service, let me list them below with some 
brief remarks, to remind us all what we owe to them. 

Founding Director, Professor wilfred Cantwell Smith 
(1916-2000) led the Institute from its founding until he left 
McGill in 1964 to take the helm of Harvard’s Center for the 
Study of World Religions. He was instrumental in setting 
out a vision for the Institute during the first decade of its 
existence.

His work was carried on in 1963 with the appointment 
of Professor Charles J. adams (1924-2011) as Director. 
We were saddened to learn that Professor Adams passed 
away last year, after a successful post-retirement career in 

Arizona. The Institute was named as a beneficiary in his will, 
for which we are most grateful, and this legacy has been 
added to the Institute’s endowment fund. Professor Adams’s 
association with the Institute first began in 1952 when he 
came to study; he would later return as a faculty member in 
1960. He was appointed as an Emeritus professor in 1997.

Emeritus Professor Donald P. Little joined the Institute in 
1965 and became Director in 1982, remaining in that role 
until 1990. Professor Little retired from the University in 
2000 but has been actively continuing his research. 

Professor a. Üner turgay came to McGill in 1976 as an 
Assistant Professor and was promoted to Associate Professor 
in 1982. He served as Director from 1991 until 2004. 
Professor Turgay retired from the Institute in 2010 but still  
mentors his many students; he continues his teaching and 
research in Toronto.

Professor eric ormsby was an Associate Professor at the 
Institute and Director of Libraries from 1986 until 1996 and 
a Full Professor at McGill from 1996 until his retirement in 
2005. He served as Director from 2004-2005. He is currently 
Deputy Head of the Department of Academic Research and 
Publications at The Institute of Ismaili Studies. 

Professor Robert wisnovsky joined the Institute in 2004 
as Associate Professor, coming from the Department of Near 
Eastern Languages and Civilizations at Harvard University.  
He served as Director from 2005 until 2008. During this 
time the Institute began its major transitions toward 
undergraduate teaching and a balance between humanist 
and social science approaches to the study of Islam.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
   

Let me finish by extending a warm invitation to our alumni 
and friends to pay us a visit during our 60th anniversary 
celebration, which will continue until 2014. Our next 
major event will be in February 2013, when we will have a 
“month of calligraphy”, with lectures and exhibits as well as 
workshops by calligraphers from China and Turkey. As you 
can see, these events, and the many to follow, highlight the 
theme of our 60th anniversary celebration, which is “The 
Diversity of Islam.” We invite you to keep up with the array of 
events by visiting http://www.mcgill.ca/islamicstudies/60-
years as often as you can. 

Looking forward to welcoming you here in Morrice Hall!

— F. Jamil Ragep 
Professor and Director (2008 -) 

Message from the Director continued...



Pasha M. Khan 
Assistant Professor

Professor Mohamad “Pasha” Khan completed his BA in English Literature at the 
University of Toronto (2004). He then received his MA in Middle East and Asian 
Languages and Cultures from Columbia University (2007). Prof. Khan followed 
this with a dissertation on Urdu and Indo-Persian literature and literary history at 
Columbia University (2012). 

His project seeks to rediscover how the romance genre (Urdu qissah or dastan) 
was understood by its audiences in India prior to the rise of the novel at the end of 
the 19th century. It seeks to rectify what he, following scholars such as Shamsur 
Rahman Faruqi and Frances Pritchett, sees as an elite devaluation of the romance 
as a frivolous, juvenile, and primitive form of verbal art. 

He has recently been involved in making available to the public Columbia’s copies 
of all 46 volumes of the gigantic Urdu masterpiece, the Dastan-i Amir Hamzah 
(Romance of Amir Hamzah), the only complete set in the world, as well assisting in 
making accessible the University of Chicago’s digital copies of this romance. 
Fortuitously, the timing of this project coincides with the efforts of Musharraf Ali 
Farooqi to edit and translate Urdu romances, and Mahmood Farooqi’s revival of 
Urdu storytelling.

Ahmed Fekry Ibrahim
Assistant Professor

Professor Ahmed Fekry Ibrahim began his appointment at the Institute on August 
1, 2012, following his appointment as Fellow in Europe in the Middle East—The 
Middle East in Europe (EUME) program at the Forum Transregionale Studien of 
the Wissenschaftskolleg in Berlin, Germany in 2011-2012. He received his PhD in 
Islamic law from Georgetown University, Washington D.C. (2011).  His dissertation, 
entitled “School Boundaries and Social Utility in Islamic Law: The Theory and 
Practice of Talfīq and Tatabbuʿ al-Rukhaṣ in Egypt”, traces the pragmatic use of 
Sunni legal pluralism in 20th-century Egypt to developments that took place in the 
Mamluk and Ottoman periods in court practice and legal theory. 

His work explores the interaction between legal theory and court practice using 
both Ottoman archival materials and unpublished legal theoretical manuscripts. 
He links shifts in juristic discourse on the issue of pragmatic eclecticism to 
institutional as well as discursive changes that took place around the 13th century. 
He is currently working on a book that examines the interaction between court 
practice and legal theory in Egypt with regards to this question of legal pluralism 
and its implications for legal change. 

New Faculty Profiles



Recent Faculty Publications
Setrag Manoukian 
Associate Professor

City of Knowledge in Twentieth Century Iran: Shiraz, history and poetry

Pouneh Shabani-Jadidi
Faculty Lecturer and Coordinator, Persian Language Program

This book presents a cultural history of modern Iran from the point of view of 
Shiraz, a city famous for its poetry and its traditions of scholarship. Exploring 
the relationship among history, poetry and politics, the book analyses how 
Shiraz came to be defined as the country’s cultural capital, and explains how 
Iranians have used the concept of culture as a way of thinking about themselves, 
their past, and their relationship with the rest of the world.

Weaving together a theoretical approach with extensive ethnographic research, 
the book suggests a model to integrate broad concerns with a nuanced analysis 
of Iran’s cultural traditions and practices. Prof. Manoukian’s interdisciplinary 
approach sheds light on how contemporary Iranians relate to classical Persian 
poetry; on the relationship between expressive forms and the political 
imagination; and on the different ways teachers, professors, cultural managers, 
poets and scholars think and work. 

Prof. Manoukian describes how history and poetry are the two dominant 
modes to talk about the past, present, and future of the town and demonstrates 
that the question of knowledge is crucial to an understanding of the political 
and existential dimensions of life in Iran today. 

This book will be a major contribution to the current effort to move away from 
nationalist views of Iranian history and culture, and as such will be of great 
interest to scholars of cultural anthropology, history, Middle Eastern studies 
and Iranian studies.

This Persian textbook is written specifically for English-speaking university students; it makes 
use of up-to-date pedagogical techniques, and stresses the importance of communicative 
competence. 

The text links all language skills in a communicative way based on a solid linguistic and 
pedagogical footing, and  building on the introduction of Persian script in Book One, Book Two 
practices reading and writing skills intensively.

The course is based around pre-reading questions and texts from a variety of sources, modern 
and classical. These are followed by comprehension exercises, vocabulary building, grammar 
explanations, and exercises based on the text.

(routledge 2012)

The Routledge Intermediate Persian Course: Farsi Shirin Ast, Book Two
(routledge 2012)

edited by Pouneh shabani-Jadidi and dominic Parviz Brookshaw



Upcoming Events

edited by robert wisnovsky, faith wallis, Jamie fumo, and carlos fraenkel

Robert Wisnovsky
Associate Professor

Vehicles of Transmission, Translation, and Transformation in Medieval Textual Culture 

In this volume the McGill University Research Group on Transmission, Translation, and Transformation in Medieval Cultures 
and their collaborators initiate a new reflection on the dynamics involved in receiving texts and ideas from antiquity or from 
other contemporary cultures. For all their historic specificity, the western European, Arab/Islamic and Jewish civilizations 
of the Middle Ages were nonetheless co-participants in a complex web of cultural transmission that operated via translation 
and inevitably involved the transformation of what had been received. 

This three-fold process is what defines medieval intellectual history. Every act of transmission 
presumes the existence of some ‘efficient cause’ — a translation, a commentary, a book, a 
library, etc. Such vehicles of transmission, however, are not passive containers in which 
cultural products are transported. On the contrary: the vehicles themselves select, shape, and 
transform the material transmitted, making ancient or alien cultural products usable and 
attractive in another milieu. 

The case studies contained in this volume attempt to bring these larger processes into the 
foreground.  They lay the groundwork for a new intellectual history of medieval civilizations 
in all their variety, based on the core premise that these shared not only a cultural heritage 
from antiquity but, more importantly, a broadly comparable ‘operating system’ for engaging 
with that heritage.  Each was a culture of transmission, claiming ownership over the 
prestigious knowledge inherited from the past. Each depended on translation. Finally, each 
transformed what it appropriated.

strokes and Hairlines 
elegant writing and its Place in muslim Book culture

February 11th – May 2013

Exhibit Islamic Manuscript

Drawing on the rich manuscript collections of the McGill Library, this exhibition explores the beauty of handwritten specimens 
in Arabic script from a vast area, stretching from the Maghreb to India, and covers various historical periods. Selected exhibits 
include parchment leaves from Qur’ans produced in the early Abbasid  period (9th -10th centuries),  pieces of calligraphy from 
the Arab world, Iran, and India, diplomas granted to Ottoman calligraphers, writing implements, such as reed pens and pen 
boxes, and much more.  

an exhibition Curated by adam gacek  
Former head of the Islamic Studies Library and 
Research assistant, RaSI Project 
Institute of Islamic Studies, Mcgill University 
McLennan Lobby, 3459 McTavish Street, Montreal, Quebec

edited by robert wisnovsky, faith wallis, Jamie fumo, and carlos fraenkel 

(cursor mundi 4; Brepols 2011)



Upcoming Events continued...

Wednesday, February 13th, 2013

strokes and Hairlines 
elegant writing and its Place in muslim Book culture

A lecture by Adam Gacek   
6:00 pm  
Followed by a reception
Faculty Club
3450 McTavish Street 
Montreal, Quebec  H3A 0E5

February 2013

Institute of Islamic studies calligraphy series

 
February 13th – 15th, 2013

Calligraphy Workshops and Demonstrations by Hilal Kazan
Dr. Hilal Kazan is a famous Turkish master calligrapher with a PhD in 
Islamic and  Ottoman Art History. A student of Master Hassan Celebi, 
she received her Islamic calligraphy diplomas/ijazet in 2000 in 
thuluth-naskh scripts style. She has participated  and organized many 
exhibitions, symposiums and congresses around the world, including 
the USA, Ukraine, and Kuwait. She is the author of Female Calligraphers 
Past and Present and Art Patronage in Ottoman Court in the 16th 
Century (Istanbul 2010).

February 18th – 20th, 2013
Calligraphy Workshops and Demonstrations by Haji Noor Deen
Haji Noor Deen Mi Guang Jiang is a renowned master of Arabic calligraphy. Utilizing  
both Eastern and Western styles, he brings his vast learning in traditional thought and 
Islamic art to a modern audience with a new calligraphic style. He combines the Chinese 
and Arabic calligraphic traditions to create incredibly beautiful pieces of artwork. He 
currently lectures on  Arabic calligraphy at the Islamic College in Zhen Zhou, China and 
the Zaytuna Institute in Berkeley, California.



Past Events

The Institute was pleased to host Professor A.J. Racy, 
distinguished performer, composer and Professor of 
Ethnomusicology at the University of California at Los 
Angeles (UCLA), as our visiting Musician-in-Residence 
from October 9th through October 19th, 2012.

For two weeks Professor Racy conducted a variety of 
free workshops and master classes for McGill students 
and local musicians using the ‘ud, buzuq, kamân, nây, 
and the riqq. These workshops were well attended by 
the local community and McGill students. 

The Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia, H.E. Dienne 
H. Moehario, with the Schulich School of Music and the 
Institute of Islamic Studies, hosted a workshop, reception 
and concert as part of an Indonesia-Canada Cultural Night 
on November 6th, 2012. The free events were held in 
celebration of the 60th anniversary of Indonesia-Canada 
diplomatic relations. 

McGill welcomed a 50-member delegation of dancers and 
musicians from the Indonesian Institute of Art, Yogyakarta, 
and the Indonesian Gondang Orchestra, who presented 
traditional Indonesian dance and music styles from across 
their diverse country.

a.J. racy and souhail Kaspar performing at “The Soul Remembers”.

During the second week of his stay, 
Professor Racy was joined by master 
instrumentalist Souhail Kaspar. Mr. 
Kaspar also gave workshops on the 
Egyptian Tablah [darabuka or doumbek] 
and the riqq. These were then followed 
by group sessions in which both 
Professor Racy and Mr. Kaspar instructed 
students in the art of Arab music. 

These master classes were 
complemented with two free public 
events: a public lecture at Redpath Hall 
on October 12th entitled “Art and Ecstasy 
in Arab Music” presented by A.J. Racy and 
a concert in Redpath Hall on October 
19th with fellow musician Souhail Kaspar, 
entitled “The Soul Remembers”.

Visiting Musician-in-Residence, A.J.Racy

Prof. a.J. racy 
performing a  
solo on the nây 
at the october 19th 

concert, “The Soul 
Remembers”.

Indonesian Cultural Event
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Please note that this will be the only print edition of our Newsletter. 

To be added to the  email distribution list, please send your full name and email address to events.islamicstudies@mcgill.ca.

     

Recent PhD Oral Defenses 
 
Spannaus, Nathan  Defended on November 2, 2012

Unlucayakli, Emre  Defended on November 30, 2012

Ibrahim, Bilal   Defended on December 2, 2012

Mustafa, Nadira   Defended on December 6, 2012

2011-2012 Graduates
 
Young, Walter Edward  PhD Summer 2012

Hamid, Usman   MA Winter 2012

Saeed, Sana   MA Winter 2012

Shafiei, Mehrnoush  MA Winter 2012

Ahmed, Hussam   MA Fall 2011

Ibrahim, Mohammad Sanni PhD Fall 2011

Mixon, Candace    MA Fall 2011

Van Lit, Lambertus W.C.   MA Fall 2011

Yilmaz, Gulay   PhD Fall 2011

2010-2011 Graduates
 
Abdurahman, Abdullahi  PhD Summer 2011

Ozoral, Basak   PhD Summer 2011

Zantout, Mida   PhD Summer 2011

Karabela, Mehmet  PhD Winter 2011

Mason, David   PhD  Winter 2011

Khatib, Line   PhD Fall 2010

Reddaway, Alexander  MA Fall 2010

Johnson, Aaron    PhD Fall 2012 Kawtharani, Farah  PhD Fall 2012

2012-2013 Graduates

     

Recent Graduates
Warm congratulations to all of our recent graduates! 


