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Statistical portrait of low-income 
workers in Quebec



Population aged 18-64 and not studying full-time

The selected low-income measurement is the market basket 
measure (MBM) calculated for the year 2002 and after 
indexation with the Consumer Price Index for Quebec in order 
to obtain an MPC value for the year 2005.  

Results are from the l’Enquête sur la dynamique du travail et 
du revenu (EDTR) and concern the year 2005

The term “low-income worker” is not synonymous to the term 
“workers with low earnings”

Population under study and selected low-
income measurement



Population under study (continued…)
For the purpose of this presentation, we will consider that individuals 
having worked over 910 hours in 2005 are workers 

Breakdown of low-income individuals in relation to 
number of hours worked, Quebec, 2005

Over 910 hours
31,1 %

No hours
54,4 %

601-910 hours
4,3 %

301-600 hours
5,7 %

1-300 hours
4,5%



Number of low-income persons and workers 
in Quebec

Persons aged 18-64 not studying full-time in 
2005

4.36 millions

Persons with low family income
470,000 (10,8%)

Low-income workers
145,900 (31,3 %)

Other low-income persons
322,800 (68,9 %)

Persons that do not have a low 
family income 

3.89 millions (89,2%)

Low-income workers and their 
dependents represent 205,500 persons

(36,3 % of low-income persons and their 
dependents)



One third of low-income workers were 
persons living alone in 2005
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Low-income: proportion of young people with a 
low income is higher than the proportion of 

young people with a non-low income 
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Low-income workers have less chances to have 
access to social protection
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Low-income workers do not necessarily have a 
low level of education 
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Low-income workers are prominently represented in 
employment sectors known for not offering good working 

conditions 
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Small businesses: where three low-income 
workers out of four are employed
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Half of low-income workers were earning 10$ an 
hour or less in 2005
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Summary

Despite considerable efforts, some workers were still in 
a low-income situation in Quebec in 2005

The latter often live alone

They have less chances to have access to social 
protections in the context of their employment

They do not necessarily have low levels of education

They are very often employed in small businesses

3 out of 5 work in sectors well known for not offering 
good working conditions 



Government policy against poverty 
and social exclusion



An Act to combat poverty and social 
exclusion

Adopted unanimously by the Quebec National 
Assembly in December 2002

Outcome of a large consultation process with national 
and regional organizations 

Its objective is to transform Quebec, by 2013, into one 
of the industrialized nations with the smallest numbers 
of individuals living in poverty and social exclusion 



Measures and plans to fight against poverty 
and social exclusion 

National strategy for the fight against poverty and 
social exclusion 

More specifically, the strategy aims to:

Prevent poverty and social exclusion by supporting the 
development of individuals’ potential 

Tighten social and economic protection measures 

Support access to employment and value work 

Support involvement in society as a whole

Ensure, at all levels, the reliability and consistency of 
actions 



Measures and plans (continued…)

Government action plan for the fight against poverty 
and social exclusion (the first is for the 2004-2009 
period)

Consultative committee on the fight against poverty 
and social exclusion 

Centre d’étude sur la pauvreté et l’exclusion (CEPE)

Fond québécois d’initiatives sociales



Measures and plans (continued…) 

3.3 billion devoted to the fight against poverty and 
social exclusion (2004-2009), among which

844 million for the Work Premium program 

460 million for the indexation of social aid benefits 

700 million for social housing 

Increases in the minimum wage in 2005, 2006, 2007 
and 2008



Measures and plans (continued…)

Implementation of measures to support school 
success, the fight against dropping out of school and 
social and professional insertion for youth 

Establishment of an aid and companionship program 
to provide support and attention for recipients in their 
social and professional insertion process

Intensify employment assistance



Measures and plans (continued…)

The Pacte pour l’emploi… a project revolving around 
four fundamental pillars 

Facilitate access to the labour market

Value work 

Improve workforce training and businesses’
productivity 

Meet regional workforce needs



Perspectives on the fight against 
poverty and social exclusion



Perspectives on the fight against poverty and 
social exclusion 

A new action plan for the fight against poverty and 
social exclusion will be presented at the National 
Assembly in 2009 

Initial consultations are under way and a inter 
departmental working group is currently studying 
the issue of low-income workers and work incentives

Measurements for the monitoring of poverty that are 
comparable across time, in space and between 
difference population groups 



Perspectives on the fight against poverty and 
social exclusion (continued)

Improve knowledge on poverty as well as on the 
relationship between poverty and the labour market 

Low-income workers and individuals are at the 
core of our preoccupations 

Know life courses of workers living in poverty 
and with low income 



Thank you for your 
attention
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