
The International Community Action Network (ICAN) is planning its second edition of THE ICAN MIDEAST 

EXPERIENCE trip. This is no ordinary vacation to the Middle East 

Tours of religious and historic sites of the 3 Abrahamic 
religions of the world 
Meals with community leaders and activists along the way
Visit ICAN centres in Sderot, East Jerusalem, Nablus, 
Amman and the West Bank

This is NOT a fundraiser; it is a FRIENDRAISER.  We would like to count you among our friends who most intimately 

know ICAN, understand how it works, spread the word about the need for such a unique and effective means of

fostering peace in the region, and provide whatever other support you can.  As such, the content will be fascinating, the 

experience will be unique, and the cost will be reasonable. 

Attached are the details on the itinerary and the cost.  Please let us know whether you are ready to embark with us on 

The ICAN Experience, an experience of a lifetime! 

Yours in peace, 

David Auerbach & Stephen Hecht 

Co-Chairs ICAN Middle East Experience 

Day in Amman, including a visit of Al Zaatari Syrian 
refugee camp 
Home hospitality with families in Bedouin village of Lakiya 
Tour in Awa Jan (unrecognized village)   

Visits to Jaffa and Tel Aviv 
Guided tour of the ancient Nabatean city of Petra
Enjoy some relaxation time at the Dead Sea 
Overnight in the Negev desert at Kibbutz Ruhama in 
Southern Israel 

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:



The International Community Action Network (ICAN) is a program within McGill University's School of Social Work 

committed to creating a world in which all people share the same rights. We believe that social justice is the most 

reliable foundation for strong, healthy, and tolerant communities. Since 1997, ICAN has established 11 community 

centres in some of the most disadvantaged areas of Palestine, Jordan and Israel. These ICAN centres provides basic 

human rights such as legal aid, education, housing, and much, much more to over 120,000 people each year, 

implementing programs that engage, educate and empower the citizens most affected by conflict, economic hardship, 

and instability. More than 50 alumni have trained in community organizing as part of ICAN's International MSW 

Fellowship. These Fellows continue to work at these centres and across the Middle East to advance social justice. 

ICAN is currently under the direction of Dr. Jim Torczyner, a pioneer in Rights-Based Community Practice in Montreal 

and in the Middle East and Amal Elsana, a key shaper of public opinion regarding the Arab minority in Israel and a 

Nobel Peace Prize nominee. 

International Community Action Network (ICAN) 

ICAN Middle East Experience - Information and Itinerary 

Thursday, May 17, 2018  

Departure from Canada 

Overnight: Flight 

Day 1: Friday, May 18, 2018  

Arrive at Tel Aviv BG Airport.  

- Lunch at Big Itzik restaurant and orientation of  program.  

- Tour Jaffa and market. 

- Check in to hotel. Time to relax.   

- Welcome dinner at the Canadian Ambassador to Israel's house  

Overnight: Tel Aviv  

Day 2: Saturday, May 19, 2018 

Breakfast at the hotel. Check out.  

- Drive to Nablus (tour Tel Aviv on bus).  

- Visit ICAN-affiliated Community Service Center (CSC) located in the old city. Meet with An-Najah National 

University Principal. Also meet ICAN Fellows Sami Al-Kilani, President Assistant for Community Affairs at An-Najah 

University and Baheej Nasassra (ICAN Fellow '16). Tour renovated houses (project by CSC) and speak with 

volunteers. 

- Tour the old city of Nablus. Lunch and knafeh.  

- Drive to Ramallah.

- Visit Museum in Ramallah.  

- Check in to hotel (Royal Court). Dinner in Ramallah. 

Overnight: Ramallah  

Day 3: Sunday, May 20, 2018 

Breakfast at the hotel. Check out. 

- ICAN day in East Jerusalem - and West Bank. Visit the Kufr Aqab JCAN center. Lunch with women and volunteers. 

- Drive to Jerusalem. Visit Yad Vashem.

- Check in to hotel (Mamilla). 

- Dinner and panel discussion: “Shared societies in Israel” panelists include Shuli Duchter (Executive Director of 

Hand-in-Hand Arab-Jewish schools) and Mohammad Darawshi (Director of Planning, Equality, and Shared Society of 

Givat Haviva). Special guests include ICAN fellows.   

Overnight: Jerusalem  

Cost: $4,700 USD (plus airfare) 

*Including hotel and meals 

Deadline to sign up is end of March  

Deadline to pay is end of April 



Itinerary continued ... Itinerary continued...
Day 4: Monday, May 21, 2018 

Breakfast at the hotel.  

- Walking tour through the Jewish Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem, for visits to archaeological treasures and other 

highlights, among them: 

- A walk along the Rooftops of the Old City for a behind-the-scenes look at the various communities in Jerusalem and 

how they live alongside each other: The Cardo, the main street of Jerusalem in the 6th century; King Hezekiah’s First 

Temple-period “Broad Wall”; Hurva Square, the central square of the Jewish Quarter. 

- Visit the Kotel (Western Wall) and experience the special atmosphere of this holy site. 

- Group lunch in the old city. 

- Visit the Christian Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem, including the Via Dolorosa, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

and other Christian sites. 

- Visit the Muslim Quarter, Alaksa mosque and other Muslim sites.   

- Walk along Ben Yehuda Street. Dinner in Mahane Yehuda market. 

Overnight: Jerusalem  

Day 5: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Breakfast at the hotel.  

- Drive to Dead Sea Masada (take cable cars) 

- Enjoy some relaxation time at the Dead Sea 

- Drive to Lakiya (in evening). 

- Meet with Dr. Amal Elsana’s family. Have coffee and tea.   

- Visit Home Hospitality in the Bedouin town of Lakiya for an insight into contemporary Bedouin lifestyles, including 

dialogues with residents and visits with artisans. Dinner with Bedouin families. 

Overnight: Home hospitality in the Bedouin town of Lakiya  

Day 6: Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Breakfast with the host families in Lakiya. 

- Visit local school in Lakiya. 

- Tour in Awa Jan (unrecognized village)    
- Drive to Rahat city.  

- Visit AJEEC ICAN projects in the Bedouin community. Learn about activism in the Bedouin community with AJEEC 

(the Arab-Jewish Centre for Economic Empowerment and Cooperation) co-directors Ariel Dloomy and Kher Albaz and 

visit to AJEEC's community projects such as the first Bedouin gym and the Arab-Jewish Gap Year program. 

- Lunch in Rahat, the biggest Bedouin city in Israel, with mayors of the neighboring city B'nei Shimon (Sigal Moran) to 

discuss joint Arab-Jewish initiatives in the Negev.  

- Sleep in Kibbutz Ruhama. 

 Overnight: at the kibbutz- Negev desert in Southern Israel

Day 7: Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Breakfast at Kibbutz and check out. 

- Visit Mezach, ICAN-affiliated Centre located on Israel’s border with Gaza Strip and Sapir College: meet Amit Kitain 

(ICAN Fellow’ 16), Merav Moshe (Director of the school of social work at Sapir College). Lunch with the staff and 

volunteers. Introduction by Merav Moshe.   

- Afternoon tour in Sderot – market area. Dinner in market area.  

- Drive to Tel Aviv BG Airport for tentative flight from TLV-AMM (one-way at 10:25 PM).  

- Check in to hotel (Le Grand Amman).  

Overnight: Amman  



Itinerary continued... 
Day 8: Friday, May 25, 2018 

Breakfast at hotel.  

- ICAN day at Waqe3 Center. Light lunch prepared by women from community on the bus. 

- Visit Al Zaatari refugee camp - largest camp for Syrians. Meet Syrian refugees. 

- Dinner at the Wara-Enab (Grape Leaves restaurant).. 

Overnight: Amman  

Day 9: Saturday, May 26, 2018 

Breakfast at the hotel.  

- Drive south to Petra.  

- Guided tour of the ancient Nabatean City of Petra, situated between the Red Sea and the Dead Sea and which was 

an important crossroad between Arabia, Egypt and Syria-Phoenicia. Petra, half-built, half-carved into the rock, is 

surrounded by mountains riddled with passages and gorges, and is one of the world's most famous archaelogical 

sites where ancient Eastern traditions blend with Hellenistics architecture.  

- Lunch at Basin restaurant.  

- Dinner in Amman.  

Overnight: Amman  

Day 10: Sunday, May 27, 2018 

Breakfast at the hotel. 

- Enjoy some relaxation at the closest Turkish Bath.  

- Lunch in Amman.  

- Tour of citadel and panoramic view of the city of Amman, old city market.  

- Reception dinner at the Canadian Ambassador's house in Jordan. Group debriefing.  

Overnight: Amman  

Day 11: Monday, May 28, 2018 

- Breakfast at the hotel. Check out. 

- Transfer to Queen Alia International Airport.  

Departure flight to Canada, arriving the same day.  

Please note, this itinerary is flexible and subject to change. ICAN holds no responsibility for such circumstances.  

*Excluding alcohol and gratuities


