Claris Harbon - Biography
Claris has LL.B. (1998, with honors) from Northumbria Law School, and LL.M degrees respectively from Yale University (where she has also worked as a Visiting Researcher) and from Tel-Aviv University. She is a member of the Israeli Bar Association.
Claris is one of the leading and prominent legal scholars engaged in clinical education and social justice in Israel, mainly from a communitarian perspective. Claris has established a remarkable and well known career committed to social justice, becoming a predominant voice in her field. She is a well-known feminist expert in several legal fields such as the area of public housing law, law and gender and community law. 

Upon Joining the Israeli Bar, being a critical and political person committed to social change for the less fortunate, joining the legal academia, where Mizrahis are extremely under represented, teaching in clinical programs and becoming actively involved in grassroots organizations mostly with critical race-feminist agendas, aimed at promoting solidarity and self empowerment of Palestinian, Mizrahi or Ethiopian women, were "natural choices" for Claris. She aspired to develop a legal framework offering legal assistance to communities that usually lack access to legal representation, dealing with those "small", "day-to-day" and "non – prestigious" cases - employment, debts, housing, public housing and eviction cases, mortgages, citizen-police relations, welfare and social security, discrimination in education and the provision of municipal services – generally not perceived as involving "great" doctrinal legal questions. 
She has developed a unique and innovative model for community lawyering, which puts emphasis on contextual and critical representation with novel interdisciplinary theoretical and doctrinal perceptions in approaching questions of in/equality, that challenges the traditional boundaries of classical advocacy. 

Hers is an activist feminist legal scholarship, focused on revealing the societal causes of her clients' disadvantaged status. Committed to social and historical justice, she decided to dedicate her personal/professional life to working with those living in poverty, lacking the relative privilege that she has – The privilege to dream. 
She focuses on disempowered groups and silenced and invisible minorities, such as Mizrahis (Jews of Arab descent), Arab-Israelis, Palestinians, Ethiopians, women and children.  
By her exploration of the presumably "neutral" role that the Law plays in constructing the ethnic and racial identities of underprivileged minorities, which can result in structural, legal and social inferiority, she seeks to develop an alternative legal discourse that reflects the needs of the community and by which the community can translate personal legal problems into social change.
For example, she has been researching the Eurocentric discriminatory basis of the Israeli Land Law and the crucial role it has played in discriminating against Mizrahis and Palestinians in Israel, especially with regard to public housing policies. She argues that the differential land policies directed against Mizrahis formed the basis for their legal and social inferiority, and resulted in creating unique structural legal problems that collectively affect Mizrahis. Specifically, she represented Mizrahis and Palestinians who resisted the ruling order, especially through land and property lawbreaking. It is this notion of resistance and civil disobedience that she now wishes to explore further for her doctoral research at McGill as an O’Brien Fellow.
Claris has founded the Jaffa Community Law Program at Tel – Aviv University Law School, a very successful and innovative community based legal program aimed at offering a "bottom – up" and communitarian legal assistance and advocacy in several centers, which she located in Jaffa, a poor and underprivileged part of Tel – Aviv, to the Mizrahi and Palestinian residents of Jaffa, who otherwise would not have access to legal services. For example, Claris filled a petition to the Israeli High Court of Justice concerning the right to water resulting in a precedent, and later in a ministry Regulation forbidding the municipalities to disconnect disempowered families from water supply.  
She has also founded Tmura, The Israeli Legal Center Against Discrimination. The center is focused on representing, either individually or on a community basis,  discriminated minorities in Israel on the basis of gender, religion, nationality and ethnicity, like Mizrahis, Israeli – Palestinians, Palestinians, Ethiopian Jews and women, on a variety of topics including education, housing, land distribution, rape, sexual offences and violence against women, divorce cases etc.  
In addition to the work involved in representing desperate minorities, she is also active in field of gender and women's self-empowerment and participates in conferences and in research on the subject. She became involved in numerous high profile public interest and social activities in different NGO's and radical grassroots organizations with activist agendas all around Israel.   
For example, she founded in 2002 several women's self-empowerment groups; She is formerly among the founders and board member of "Itach" – Women Lawyers for Social Justice; and currently holds senior positions as a volunteering active member and also as a Board-Member in different grassroots organizations such as "Achoti" 
(Sister: a Mizrahi feminist organization for underprivileged Mizrahi and Palestinian women) and "The Democratic Mizrahi Rainbow" (a political Mizrahi organization). 

Among her publications are “Squatting and Invasion to Public Houses in Israel: Mizrahi Women Correcting Past Injustices” (in Law, Gender and Feminism. Daphne Barak – Erez et al. eds., 2006, Nevo Publishers), and “On Sense and Sensitivity - A Deconstructive Quest for My Mizrahi (Grass) Roots and Identity in Legal Representation” (in To My Sister: Mizrahi Feminist Politics. Shlomit Leer et al. eds., 2006, Babel Publishers). Claris Harbon has other scholarly articles in progress on race, ethnicity and gender under Israeli Law, such as "It Is All About Boarders and Limits - Are Mizrahi and Queer Theories Oxymoronic or Rather Can They Coincide?"; "The Death of Politics and the Banal Rise of a New Evil – A Critical Analysis of the Israeli Social and Political Change Struggles and Human Rights Organizations In Light of Michel Foucault and Giorgio Agamben"; "Political Trials in Israel: The Israeli High Court of Justice and the Mizrahi Narrative."; "Mizrahis and the Law – Wilderness of Competing History, Narratives and Legitimacy."; "One Is Not Born Weak but Is Weakened: The Weakening Mechanisms of the Law - Poor Women and Access to Justice.". She is about to publish a children's book, along with a poetry book. Many of her poems have already been published in major poetry journals.   
Claris was deeply influenced by McGill's motto "By work, all things increase and grow,"
 incorporating the importance of "the advancement of learning through teaching, scholarship and service to society [….] by offering [….] the best education available, by carrying out scholarly activities [….], and by providing service to society in those ways for which we are well suited by virtue of our academic strengths."
 

This fervent devotion of McGill University at large and the Faculty of Law, in particular, to both scholarship and social service, bridging knowledge and practice, is of special importance for her. She believes that McGill's acknowledgement and reinforcement of the importance of being engaged in practice, especially in the realm of international human-rights, alongside academic scholarship, will further enable her to challenge the traditional legal theory which positions a hierarchical binary of theory versus practice, and thus further preserves the monopoly of few over knowledge and theory. It is, therefore, important for her to be involved in social activism, using what ever knowledge that she acquires in order to give back to her community and other oppressed minorities.
McGill’s Faculty of Law has established a caliber of scholars whose scholarship has become a source of reference and knowledge for her, constituting a major part of her scholarship, and, therefore have an important formative role in further shaping her legal identity, enabling her to produce innovative theoretical frameworks for understanding the legal inferiority of minorities in Israel and in particular the Mizrahi excluded ethnic identity. It has also proved to be an institution that nurtures, supports and encourages students who have later become major and leading legal scholars dedicated to challenging the law for the betterment of silenced communities. This is of particular relevance to her work and her 'evolution' as a practicing scholar. 

The Law is to certain extent a rigid and inflexible discipline, confining lawyers to the task of solving problems, forming solutions and finding answers. It is to certain extent, especially in a Rawlsian sense, a-historical and isolated from exogenous socioeconomic contexts. 
McGill’s Faculty of Law, with its declared dedication to integrative and interdisciplinary analyses, advocates instead, the importance of context and diversity-based approaches to understanding equality. It encourages its students to ask questions.  

Claris, therefore, truly believes that this program will allow her to develop the project that she pursues as a doctoral candidate, that is the ways in which lawbreaking could be understood as a means of lawmaking. Claris wishes to examine how lawbreakers, albeit operating against the law, can be understood to be making legal or constitutional claims when the ways they speak diverge from professional paradigms of intelligibility. 

She believes that it is McGill’s Faculty of Law, whereby the law is not the only source of reference, but rather a medium of research amongst other intersecting disciplines, that can provide her with the intellectual means for pursuing her research. It can enable her to further develop and deepen her understanding of equality by approaching legal questions from wider perspectives, reinforcing the broader contexts which underlie the bases for human and women's experiences in particular, and the legal and political processes and social dynamics affecting their lives. As a feminist legal scholar for whom "[w]hat is crucial is the relationship of law to "general values and processes" – and a "living" relationship to that,"
 it appears to her to be a 'natural choice' to study in this program. 
Becoming a student in this program, is an important step for Claris, placing her within an academic institution whereby women are allowed and encouraged to think, speak and dare. She believes that it is the best platform for advancing and achieving these goals. 
From a personal perspective, Claris feels that it is also her obligation to her parents who never stopped fighting for her right to dream. 

� 	See: The Website of McGill University, (� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcgill.ca/about/mission/" ��http://www.mcgill.ca/about/mission/�) (Hereinafter: McGill University Website). 


� 	Ibid. 


� See: Lawrence M. Friedman, American Legal History: Past and Present, 34 J. Legal Educ. 563, 565-566 (1984). 
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