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Much has been reported in the media regarding the current uncertainty in the financial markets.  This 
communication is to update members of the McGill University Pension Plan (“Plan”) on the impact 
recent turbulence in the investment markets has had on the Plan.   
 
During such times, it is not uncommon for investors to be concerned about their investment portfolios, 
including their pension holdings.  The credit crisis and global economy continue to cause wild swings in 
the markets and has caused many investors to think about what they should be doing.   
 
With respect to your Plan holdings, the Pension Administration Committee in conjunction with the 
Pension Investment Board wish to emphasize the quality of the core assets and the long experience of 
the investment managers hired for managing the Equity Pool, Fixed Income Pool, Balanced Account, 
Money Market Pool and Socially Responsible Investment Pool. 
 
Diversification is considered the primary investment tool to mitigate risk in uncertain markets.  The 
investment structure of the funds is diversified geographically and by asset-type (bonds, Canadian, US 
and International equities as well as real estate and private equity) and, with respect to equity 
investments, contrast two investment styles – growth and value.  
 
In light of recent events, investors may wish to consider some or all of the following – 
 

• Know and understand your current investment allocation.  You may view this information on the 
Plan’s secure website at:  www.mcgill.ca/pensions/access.    

• Determine your investor profile and risk tolerance.  
• Educate yourself:  Understand how your investor profile influences your investment allocation. 
• Set goals and objectives for yourself and develop an investment plan. 
• Seek independent investment and financial advice. 

 
For more information on the investment options offered under the Plan, please refer to the Profile Sheets 
which are available on the Plan’s website at www.mcgill.ca/pensions/profilesheets.  
 
Being an investor means understanding that being right all the time is near impossible and that there are 
no sure things when it comes to investing.  Having a plan and long-term investment strategy will 
increase the likelihood of success.   
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