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If someone would have told me when I was a student I would be here to talk about the interlinkages betwen agiculture, food prices, policitical instability and nutrition, I would have raised a very skeptic eye brow.  Early 90’s when I was a student, ag students and dietetics students did not talk to each other – had very different focus.  Two things have changed: food is no longer cheap and we know that beyond a health issue, malnutrition has substantial economic impacts that keep poeple into poverty.

Yet, I am delighted to be here today – because these linkages and the bridge that are being built are sustainable.  It is about creating value for everyone in the food value chain: ensuring that everyone has sufficient access to safe nutritious food, from field to fork.

One has to remember why we produce food: because without food and without the right food – people can get ill and can die.


The South Asian Enigma:

economic growth did not translate into better nutrition
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At the regional level, IFPRI estimates that if gender inequities were eliminated in South Asia the percentage of underweight children below the age of three would fall 13 points from 46 to 33 percent.  The absolute number of underweight children in this same age group would drop by 13.4 million, but the detriments of such gender inequity do not stop there.  The ability of women’s low social status to lead to the perpetuation of low nutritional outcomes, “…is not confined to one generation but can carry through to several generations, because of modification of gene expression…[and] until Social determinants are addressed we are not going to see women’s empowerment [and nutritional improvement] in a larger dimension,” said Dr. Reddy, M.D.
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Challenges for improved FNS

In South Asia

« Hidden » Hunger
Low knowledge
Malnutrition is
associated as a
problem of the poor
Food and nutrition are
often dissociated
Place of women and
children in society

Political economy
Food price volatility
Climate change
Fragile States




South Asia Food and Nutrition

Security Initiative (SAFANSI)

GOAL: Transformational

Foster cross-cutting interventions that will lead to
measureable improvements in food and nutrition security

OBJECTIVE

Increase the commitment of governments and development
partners to more effective and integrated food and
nutrition-related policies and investments (programs)




SAFANSI’s Approach

Multi-Sectoral

Promote an integrated, cross-sectoral
(inter-ministerial) approach to cover
critical issues for ensuring FNS

Actionable

Support and enable (high level) national S
and/or regional platforms which can
operationalize these multi-sectoral
actions

Strategic Impact

Transformational, and therefore long-
term and inclusive




Core Pillars

L

CAPACITY
BUILDING

?

SAFANSI

NG
I—
l South Asia Food And Nutrition Security Initiative



Presenter
Presentation Notes

(i) Analysis - improving evidence and analysis on the most effective ways to achieve FNS outcomes in SAR; 
(ii) Advocacy - improving awareness of FNS-related challenges, and advocacy for action amongst relevant stakeholders; and 
(iii) Capacity Building - strengthening regional and in-country policy and programming capacity to achieve FNS outcomes. 



SAFANSI : Addressing the Social

Dimensions of Food and Nutrition Security

1. Food Availability and Access to Food
Improved & more resilient farming systems in areas vulnerable to climate
change
Incregsing food production in high potential areas and addressing linked
environmental issues
Removing barriers to intra-regional trade in food
More effective social safety net programmes

2. Nutrition security/Direct interventions
Ensuring focus on the first 1,000 days of life
Policy change for more nutrition action across sectors
Reducing impact of conflicts, economic and environmental shocks on the
nutritionally vulnerable

3.  Cross-cutting themes
Gender inequality and under-nutrition
Improving efficiency of FNS programs
Political Economy Analysis of FNS in the region



SAFANSI at Work

SCOPE RESULTS
ANALYSIS
_ Multi-sectoral Simulation Tool
Multi-sectoral: Gender and Nutrition Mapping: Focus on

Adolescent Girls
Devel Political Economy Analysis (PEA) of the
evelopment FNS Agenda

Social Protection

Agriculture and Rural

: ADVOCACY

Social Develop.me.nt Cross-Cutting “Multisectoral Plan of
Water and Sanitation Action” (e.g., Nepal, Afghanistan,
Economic Policy Pakistan) _ _

. _ Conference “Leveraging Agriculture for
Health, Nutrition, Population Improving Nutrition and Health”

Regional
_ CAPACITY BUILDING

Atghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Supporting Ground-level Innovation and
India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka Dissemination (Development Market

Place on Nutrition)
Technical Assistance for Scaling Up
Nutrition Initiative (Nepal, etc.)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Afghanistan: SAFANSI will help build an evidence-based environment for FNS actions by supporting the preparation and dissemination of policy briefs, including an analysis of the political economy of FNS in Afghanistan. 

Nepal: SAFANSI will provide technical and other support as appropriate to help develop effective planning, coordination, and monitoring mechanisms, which enhance delivery of more effective FNS actions at the national and district level. 

Pakistan: This SAFANSI task will support development of more effective platform(s), by involving the government and development partners for cross-sectoral planning and learning, which will lead to the development of more integrated policies and programs. (Also Nutrition Assessment)



How the World Bank engages In

FNS in South Asia

High Commitment to its Regional Assistance
Strategy on Nutrition

A long-established and well-trusted client

Multi-Sectoral Engagement
Capacity to leverage resources
Convening Power

A « solution » & « knowledge » Bank for
poverty reduction
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Fostering Cross-Cutting Action: The Bank is equipped to work across sectors/partners and can leverage our resources for cutting-edge analytics and far-reaching policy action in order to target the distinctly multi-sectoral determinants of malnutrition.



SAFANSI in the future:

Intensifying the Social Dimensions of FNS

Domestic Stewardship Platforms: create/ strengthen networks
of "champions” or “practice” by bringing together opinion/policy
makers, technocrats, civil society etc
Social Observatory: for rural Food and Nutrition Security (FNS)
in National Rural Livelihoods Mission of India
Long-term impact on adult outcomes of food and nutrition
Insecurity
More cross-sector analysis of FNS issues in non-traditional
contexts (i.e. Shocks and conflicts, women empowerment,
water & sanitation, etc.)
Growing Partnerships with Key Stakeholders

EU, IFPRI, Gates, USAID, SUN, REACH ,etc.



www.worldbank.org/safansi
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