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• The Third McGill Conference on Global Food Security was held from October 19-
21,2010 

• There were over 320 participants from  some 13 countries 
• Representatives from 12 international agencies  participated in the conference
• Highlights of the conference included the launch of the McGill Institute of Global 

Food Security, a public lecture delivered by Dr. David Nabarro, Coordinator of 
the UN Secretary General’s Level Task Force on Food and Nutrition Security, and 
a speech by the Minister of International Cooperation, Hon Bev Oda.

• There were 6 conference sessions with 21 invited speakers
• In addition there was a keynote address by Dr Eugene Terry and a plenary wrap 

with 5 panelists



Focus of the conference was on the 
challenges related to water resources 

availability and scarcity in order to meet 
growing food demands, and also on 

incorporating  improved nutrition practices 
into food security programs.



Key points of Dr. Nabarro’s Public Lecture:

•Ensuring universal access to food in a sustainable manner requires a 
comprehensive, long-term approach;

•A concerted effort is needed from the international community to sustain recent 
funding trends;

•Better understanding of the links between the four food security elements of: 
availability, accessibility, utilization, and stability in different  settings;

•Understand who are the functional groups most at risk of malnutrition and why 
is this so?

•Have policy options to achieve optimal nutrition status, and deliver them in the 
context of existing partnerships;

•Put people foremost in the food and nutrition policies and programs;
•Urgent requirement for institutional mechanisms to improve food and 

nutritional security in vulnerable populations



• Transformation of global agricultural research for development
• Transformative agricultural development interventions
• New investments 
• Greater private sector involvement in food security and  

development of innovative  PPPs
• Focus on the high priorities of science, R and D , technology 

delivery

Dr Eugene Terry’s keynote address –
Five key take home messages:



• Already a Declaration of Human Rights and it includes a right to
adequate food;

• Bring biodiversity  and sustainable diets into food security;
• Need to have good nutrition database to establish household 

food security programs; 
• Consider urban and rural populations separately in food and 

nutrition security programs.

Session on Defining and Measuring Food and Nutrition 
Security in Vulnerable Communities:



• There is an effect of climate change on sea ice depth and their 
effects on traditional foods, diet and health; 

• Indigenous people’s knowledge and food systems are 
disappearing;

• There is a disconnect between food, nutrition and health care;
• Producing food not sufficient to alleviate food security – also 

need public policy, socio economic reforms, and investments in 
health, education, infrastructure

Session on Linkages between food security nutrition 
and health:



• Bangladesh study showed that a multidisciplinary analysis is 
required to bring together a range of different stakeholders for
measurements and interventions in food and nutrition;

• ENAM project in Ghana noted that nutrition education, business 
education, and microfinance programs for women all came 
together to reduce food insecurity

Session on Linkages between food security nutrition 
and health (cont’d):



• Emerging economy countries represent some of the  largest 
populations and show promising potential for meeting their food 
requirements;

• Wealth in emerging countries is causing an increase in urban 
populations;

• 80% of these populations live in lowlands, flood prone areas, and 
therefore development of tidal lowlands will be important for 
achieving food security.

• Importance of the water – agriculture – trade nexus particularly 
with respect to Morocco

Session on The Global Water Outlook: 
an international response:



• There is a direct link between the “land grabs” in some developing 
countries and access to water and water rights;

• Both food and nutrition outcomes are mediated through water;
• Wealthier diets in the emerging economy countries will require 

more water for food production;
• Poor water quality affects the availability of safe food;
• Food prices likely to increase with climate change.

Session on The Global Water Outlook: 
an international response (cont’d):



• India will have to make significant investments in water 
infrastructure to meet food demands for their projected 
population growth;

• Floods and droughts will seriously impact food availability and 
stability and this will require attention to water resources 
development;

• China’s population growth will also require massive 
investments in infrastructure and transfer of water from the 
south to the north.

Session on Water Management Scenarios 
for Securing the Food Supply:



• Continue  investments  in water savings measures, new crop 
varieties, and mobilization of human and technical resources:

• Integration of research, technical cooperation and education;
• Social and ecological resilience are key for local and global 

sustainable development; 
• Human, social, cultural, political and natural capitals must all be 

included in sustainable development;
• Requirement for a participatory building approach to sustainable

environmental management.

Session on Water Management Scenarios 
for Securing the Food Supply:



• Models presented to use donor and public funding to leverage 
private sector investments in agricultural research and 
development;

• Since the 2007/2008 food crisis, international development 
agencies have been quick to respond both to immediate short 
term and longer term programming for food security in 
developing countries;

Session on Response of 
International Development Agencies:



• Particular attention needs to be paid to the 500 million small 
holders, bringing them out of poverty and trying to achieve 
more market oriented small holder agriculture;

• The role of markets and trade to achieve food security was 
stressed.

Session on Response of 
International Development Agencies:



• There is a strong link between water availability, water quality, 
health and disease, and food security;

• Centralized  water sources without adequate sanitation will not 
control disease outbreaks;

• There is a call to connect the dots between water availability, 
chronic malnutrition and food security

Session on Bridging the Divide: 
Water Scarcity, food security and health:



• Homestead food production can make a difference to local food 
production and has a direct positive link to household food 
security and nutrition;

• The only way to close the yield gap is through an expanded 
research and technology program;

• There is potential for public-private partnerships in agricultural 
research and development;

• Food security, nutrition, social services, education and health 
including sanitation and safe water supply must all be addressed
at the same time if overall health and food security are to be 
improved.

Session on Bridging the Divide: 
Water Scarcity, food security and health (cont’d):





MERCI ET A LA PROCHAINE!


