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Agriculture Action Plan: FY10-12

• Operationalizes the 
WDR 2008: Agriculture 
for Development

• 3 year time frame 
aligns with internal 
planning horizons



75% of the world’s poor are rural and 
most are involved in farming.  In the 

21st century agriculture remains 
fundamental for poverty reduction, 

economic growth and environmental 
sustainability. 

WDR 2008 
Agriculture for Development   



Global Challenges

Poverty 
reduction

Feeding the 
World

Climate change

Economic 
transformation

Food & 
financial crises
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Priority areas in FY10-12 to respond 



1. Raise agricultural productivity
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[selective areas]



1. Raise agricultural productivity

Exploit untapped irrigation potentialExploit untapped irrigation potential

Irrigated

Share of arable land 
with irrigation potential 
that's actually irrigated
[developing countries]

Untapped

[selective areas]



1. Raise agricultural productivity

Improve tenure security & land marketsImprove tenure security & land markets
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1. Raise agricultural productivity

Invest in technology generationInvest in technology generation
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2. Link farmers to markets & strengthen value chains

Continue support for the Doha roundContinue support for the Doha round
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2. Link farmers to markets & strengthen value chains

Expand infrastructure (roads, ICT, energy)Expand infrastructure (roads, ICT, energy)
[selective areas]

Mobile phone service reduced price 
volatility and waste in coastal fish 
markets, Kannur District India

Mobile phone service 
added

weeks



2. Link farmers to markets & strengthen value chains

Strengthen producer organizationsStrengthen producer organizations

[selective areas]
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2. Link farmers to markets & strengthen value chains

Increase access to financeIncrease access to finance

[selective areas]

Service 
provision

46%

Market 
facilitation

29%

Demand 
developme

nt
21%

Enabling 
environme
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Share of past WB efforts 



3. Reduce risk and vulnerability

Safety nets, fiscal supportSafety nets, fiscal support
25
%

10%

Budget 
support

49%

ST 
supply
38%

Social 
protection

13%

Global Food Crisis Response

[selective areas]



3. Reduce risk and vulnerability

Better manage national food importsBetter manage national food imports
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E.G.: Middle East North Africa



Grain
reserves

Agriculture
in GSCI

US Maize
for Ethanol

25% of production

37% of commodity index

17% in stock

3. Reduce risk and vulnerability

Global actions on grain price volatility?Global actions on grain price volatility?
25
%

[selective areas]



3. Reduce risk and vulnerability

Insurance innovationsInsurance innovations
25
%

10%

Transfer risk of extreme negative outcomes

[selective areas]



4. Facilitate entry and exit, and rural non-farm income
[selective areas]

>70%

Improve land marketsImprove land markets

Rental and sales markets

Code of conduct for foreign investment

Safety nets to reduce distress sales



4. Facilitate entry and exit, and rural non-farm income

Improve the local investment climateImprove the local investment climate

[selective areas]

>70%

Local sales > 70%

Most rural businesses sell locally: Local demand & investment 
climate matters



4. Facilitate entry and exit, and rural non-farm income

Upgrade skillsUpgrade skills

[selective areas]

South Asia: Average yrs of education, 
18-25 yr olds
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4. Facilitate entry and exit, and rural non-farm income

Territorial developmentTerritorial development

[selective areas]

Manufacturing Employment - Mexico
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5. Enhance environmental services & sustainability

Manage intensive livestock systemsManage intensive livestock systems
[selective areas]
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5. Enhance environmental services & sustainability

Climate change mitigation & adaptationClimate change mitigation & adaptation
[selective areas]

Reduce barriers to access (soil) carbon 
markets

More drought tolerant crops and 
livestock breeds



5. Enhance environmental services & sustainability

Reduce forest degradationReduce forest degradation

[selective areas]

Improve incentive systems 

Strengthen institutional capacity

Complementary agriculture investments



5. Enhance environmental services & sustainability
[selective areas]

Improve fisheries sustainabilityImprove fisheries sustainability

Awareness raising for improved fisheries 
governance

Capacity building for implementation and 
enforcement
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Agriculture based countries
(mainly SS-Africa.

417 million rural people)

Transforming countries
(mainly Asia, MENA.

2.2 billion rural people)

Urbanized countries
(mainly LAC, ECA.

255 million rural people)
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Program Composition: FY10-12 

$10 bn to be disbursed over 
FY10-12

Investment support

Productivity
– Extension, land, research
– Gender responsive

Link farmers to market
– Infrastructure, market 

information
Reduce vulnerability

AAA

Public expenditure
Managing risk
Productivity

Areas of emphasis for new 
commitments: FY10-12

Agricultural productivity
Linking farmers to markets
Rural non-farm



Program Size: FY10-12 Targets 

Achieving targets dependent on:

1. Continued strong client demand 

2. Limited impact of the financial crisis

3. Adequate staff and budgets

4. IDA 16 replenishment

Achieving targets dependent on:

1. Continued strong client demand 
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3. Adequate staff and budgets

4. IDA 16 replenishment



126 million (<1 percent)
• Guarantees, mediation services, TA on FDI

1.2 bn (29)
• Working capital facilities
• Direct financing in agribusiness firms 

1.1 bn (27 percent)
• Direct financing of public investment in agriculture
• Technical assistance 

1.8 bn (44 percent of FY06-08 commitments) 
• Direct financing of public investment in agriculture 

Roles of WBG Institutions 


