
 

Academic Associate: Director of the Geographical Information Centre 

 

The Department of Geography seeks an Academic Associate to lead and direct the McGill 
University Geographical Information Centre (GIC).  The GIC is a university facility to serve 
McGill’s undergraduate, graduate and faculty teaching and research needs in geographical 
information science and remote sensing analysis.  The successful candidate will be responsible 
for the day-to-day operations of the GIC as well as the growth of its teaching and research 
services to the McGill University and broader community.  The GIC is host to a high 
performance computing facility, over 50 workstations, an active learning classroom with 38 
workstation, a 12 seat electronic seminar room, and open public work spaces for over 100 
people.  The GIC has the multiple roles: to assist and provide a central location for the access 
and education of GIS and RS analysis software for potential users; a data repository for spatial 
and temporal digital data; and provision of advice and training of university research in the use 
of advanced GIS and RS software. The Academic Associate with be responsible for developing 
the short and long-term strategic plans for the GIC teaching, research and community support.  
Attached is a more detailed description of the roles and responsibilities of the Academic 
Associate for the GIC. 

The GIC is the spatial-analytic “gateway” for the McGill community. As such, we seek an 
Academic Associate that is an expert in the visual display of quantitative information and 
publicly communicating geographic information, and is passionate about developing these skills 
in the broader community. The Academic Associate will stay abreast of ongoing technological 
developments, and develop strategic plans for integrating these into the GIC as appropriate. 

Candidates should have a PhD (or equivalent) degree in GIS and/or remote sensing analysis at 
the time of the appointment, should demonstrate past research and teaching experience in 
software implementation and use, advanced technical expertise in aspects of hardware and 
data management, should possess excellent communication skills in both English and French 
and the social skills appropriate for functioning in a student-faculty-public user environment.  

The appointment is for one year starting sometime in the fall term of 2016 when a suitable 
candidate is found.  The position is renewable based on an annual review.  Salary will be 
commensurate with experience. 

McGill University is committed to Equity in Employment. 

Applications will be reviewed starting 22 August 2016 and will continue until the position is 
filled.  Applicants should send their CV, a maximum two page teaching and research record, and 
letters from three referees to: 



Nigel Roulet, Chair 
Department of Geography, McGill University 

805 Sherbrooke St. W. 
Montreal, QC, Canada H3A 0B9 

Tel: 514-398-4112; FAX: 514-398-7437 
E-mail: nigel.roulet@mcgill.ca 



 

Description of the Academic Associate’s Role and Responsibilities as Director of the GIC 

Administrative responsibilities 

• manage the budget of the GIC in conjunction with the Administrative Officer and under 
the supervision of the Chair of Geography 

• provide a safe, secure and respectful environment of the GIC personnel and the 
students, research associates and assistants, and faculty working in the GIC 

• work with the Academic and the GIC technical committees and organize the meetings of 
these committees as needed but no less than twice a year 

• hold a semi-annual open meeting of GIC users 
• develop and continually update a teaching and research strategic plan for the GIC 
• explore models for cost-recovery research consultancy 
• attend and provide an annual report to the GIC oversight committee on the activities of 

the GIC 

Personnel Management 

• hire the part-time student support staff for the service desk 
• manage the staff of the GIC (one GIS technician, one research assistant, and several 

part-time student support staff) 
• liaise and collaborate with the Department of Geography and McGill University Library 

and IT support staff to maintain the efficient and smooth operation of the software and 
technical aspects of the GIC 

Operational responsibilities 

• meets the needs of undergraduate, graduate, post-doctoral and faculty users of the GIC 
• design, implement, and instruct user-oriented workshops and short courses using the 

GIS and RS software available in the GIC 
• develop the GIC to satisfy the broader McGill community needs regarding the support 

and use of GIS and RS software and analysis and GPS 
• provide assistance to train researchers in the use of specialized software available in the 

GIC so they can carry out their research 
• assist researchers in the design and implementation of GIS and RS components of their 

studies 
• if time permits, as determined in discussion with the Chair of the GIC oversight 

committee and the Department of Geography, consult and participate in research 
activities on a cost-recovery basis 

Personal Attributes 

• expert knowledge of GIS and RS software and related hardware requirements; in 
particular those of ESRI and ENVI products as these are core teaching tools at McGill 

• good managerial and financial knowledge and skills 
• ability to work well in a collaborative education environment 



• ability to work within the McGill University guidelines on staff-staff and staff-student 
relations adhering to the regulations concerning conflicts of interest and academic 
integrity 


