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GEOG 407: New Master-Planned Cities 
Dr. Sarah Moser  
Email: sarah.moser@mcgill.ca 
Phone: 514-792-5476 
Office: Burnside 413 | Office hours: Mondays 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. (or by appointment) 
 
Winter 2014 class meeting times: Mondays and Wednesdays, 11:35 a.m. – 12:55 p.m. 
Location: 306 Burnside Hall 
 
Course Description: This course examines the origins, designs, motivations and cultural politics of 
planned cities, focusing primarily on those currently under construction in Africa, the Middle East and 
Asia. A variety of themes will be explored including design responses to urban pollution and over-
crowding, ‘new’ cities from earlier decades, totalitarianism and the city, utopianism, ‘green’ cities, 
‘creative’ cities and transnational collaborations on new cities. The course examines the various 
motivations underlying the design and construction of planned cities and how they are shaped by power, 
religion, political ideologies and economic interests. There will be a focus on evolving concepts used in 
city design as well as the continuities and cultural revivalism expressed through urban design and 
architecture. Students interested in urban and cultural geography, cities, architecture and planning in 
different cultural contexts will enjoy this course. 
 

 
 
 
Goals for this course 

This course will: 
• Broaden students’ awareness of the variety of planned cities, the rationale for their creation 

and their strategic visions 
• Encourage students to develop interdisciplinary analytical and critical thinking skills and 

gain familiarity with visual methods 
• Increase students’ understanding of the range of factors that influence the design of cities 

including religious and political ideology, power, economic strategies, nation-building, and 
branding 
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Evaluation: 
10% participation – In order to keep current on new cities, students will be expected to contribute at 
minimum two articles + intro paragraphs  to an online forum about new cities, as well as a minimum of 
8-10 critical comments on classmates’ postings. 
 
20% and 35% papers (due Week 7 and Week 12) – Students will write a short paper (5-7 pages) and a 
longer paper (10-12 pages). Papers can examine a planning movement (e.g. ‘green’ cities, ‘creative’ 
cities, ‘economic’ cities), can provide an in-depth examination of a particular case study of a planned 
city (e.g. Naypyidaw, Myanmar; Putrajaya, Malaysia; Masdar, UAE; King Abdullah Economic City, 
Saudi Arabia), or a comparison between two cities. A more detailed hand-out about these written 
assignments will be distributed. 
 
35% exam – This exam will test students on the concepts learned in class in short and long answer 
format.  
 
*late assignments will be penalized 10% per day 
 
 
Class schedule and readings (*readings in bold are required, the others are supplementary) 
 

1. Mon Jan 6 Introduction to the course 

The future perfect: New cities, the questions we ask and the stories they tell 

2. Wed Jan 8 Experimental cities 

Spilhaus, Athelstan. (1968) The experimental city, Science 159 (3816): 710-715. 

3. Mon Jan 13 Ancient planned cities: Harappa (Indus Valley Civilization), Teotihuacan 
(Mexico), mainland Southeast Asian cities, Chinese cities (maps of cosmos), 
Roman cities, Cahokia (USA) 

Robinson, O. F. (1994) Ancient Rome: City Planning and Administration. 
London: Routledge. ‘Planning: The overall view’, 12-27. 

4. Wed Jan 15 Ancient planned cities 

Michael E. Smith. (2007) Form and Meaning in the Earliest Cities: A New 
Approach to Ancient Urban Planning. Journal of Planning History 6 (1): 3-47. 

Anthony Reid, ‘The Structure of Cities in Southeast Asia, 15th—17th Centuries,’ 
Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 11 (1980), 235-250. 

Discussion: 1) How does Smith’s argument counter previous scholarship on ancient 
planned cities? 2) Do you think it is relevant to compare cities in different cultural 
contexts? Explain why or why not. 

5. Mon Jan 20 Religion and the city: Angkor, Burma, Mayan Civilization, Putrajaya, Masdar, 
Bristol 

Moser, Sarah. (2013) ‘New cities in the Muslim world: The cultural politics of 
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planning an ‘Islamic’ city’. In Religion and Place: Landscape, Politics and 
Piety. (Edited by Peter Hopkins, Lily Kong and Elizabeth Olson).  

6. Wed Jan 22 Religion and the city 

Moser, Sarah. (2012) ‘Circulating visions of “High Islam”: The adoption of 
fantasy Middle Eastern architecture in constructing Malaysian national 
identity’, Urban Studies 49 (13): 2913-2935. 
Seekins, Donald M. (2009) ‘“Runaway chickens” and Myanmar identity’, City 
13 (1): 63-70. 

Ashmore, Wendy and Jeremy A. Sabloff. (2002) ‘Spatial orders in Maya civic 
plans’, Latin American Antiquity 13: 201-215. 

Chiahara, Daigoro. (1996) ‘The Concrete representation of Indian Cosmology’ 
(Chapter 3) in Hindu-Buddhist Architecture in Southeast Asia. (Leiden: BRILL). 

Discussion: 1) In what ways is religious ideology integrated into the physical 
design of the city, its architecture and its symbolic spaces? Examples. 2) Why does 
the ruling elite use religion in city planning? 3) Can you think of any other 
examples from other planned cities that integrate religion into the design or layout 
of the city?  

7. Mon Jan 27 Creating capital cities: Washington, DC; Paris; Canberra; Ankara, Turkey; 
Grozny, Chechnya; Putrajaya, Malaysia; the ‘City Beautiful’ movement 

Vale, Lawrence J. (2008) ‘Capital and Capitol: An Introduction’ (Chapter 1), 
In Architecture, Power and National Identity. London / New Haven: Yale 
University Press. 

8. Wed Jan 29 Creating capital cities 

Vale, Lawrence. ‘Early Designed Capitals: For Union, for Imperialism, for 
Independence’ (p. 56-104) 

Vale, Lawrence. ‘Designing Power and Identity’ (Chapter 10)  

Discussion: 1) How are cities used to construct a national identity? 2) What can we 
learn about political regimes by analyzing the cities they build? 3) New capitals 
draw attention to and away from what? Examples?  

9. Mon Feb 3 Totalitarianism and the city: The Soviet City, Haussmann’s Paris, Nazi 
Germany’s ‘Germania’ 

Alexei Gutnov et al., The Ideal Communist City (1968), pp. ix-28, 129-66. 

10. Wed Feb 5 Totalitarianism and the city 

Michaud, Eric. (2004) ‘Exhibiting the Genius’ (Chapter 3) and ‘Reproducing 
the Genius’ (Chapter 4) In The Cult of Art in Nazi Germany. 

Jordan, David P. (2004) ‘Haussmann and Haussmanisation: The Legacy for 
Paris.’ French Historical Studies 27 (1): 87-113. 
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Discussion: 1) Describe the relationship of citizens to the state in these cities. 2) 
How do these cities account for the range of human activity? 3) What kinds of 
public space exist in these cities? 

11. Mon Feb 10 Colonial cities: Social power, segregation and sweat 

Yeoh, Brenda. (1996) Chapter 1, In Contesting Space: Power Relations and the 
Urban Built Environment in Colonial Singapore. (New York: Oxford 
University Press). 1-27. 

12. Wed Feb 12 Colonial cities 

King, Anthony D. (1976) Colonial Urban Development: Culture, Social Power 
and Environment (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul) 2-40, 123-55. 

Discussion: 1) How are politics and culture intertwined? 2) How are urban policies 
a manifestation of colonial values? 3) How did colonial administrators seek to exert 
control over such matters as cultural identity, race relations, tradition, industrial 
growth, and so on? 4) How did understandings of modernization influence the 
design of colonial cities? 

***First paper due in class*** 

13. Mon Feb 17 Postcolonial cities: Chandigarh, Brasilia, Abuja, Astana 

Vale, Lawrence J. (2008) ‘Designed capitals after World War Two: 
Chandigarh and Brasilia’ (Chapter 4) 121-145.  

Vale, Lawrence J. (2008) ‘Designed Capitals since 1960’ (Chapter 5) 146-193. 

Le Corbusier, The City of To-morrow and Its Planning (Reprint, Dove, 1987) 

14. Wed Feb 19 Postcolonial cities 

Keeton, Rachel. (2011) ‘Naypyidaw, Myanmar’ Rising in the East: 
Contemporary New Towns in Asia, Amsterdam: SUN, 122-143.  

Keeton, Rachel. (2011) ‘Astana, Kazakhstan’ Rising in the East: Contemporary 
New Towns in Asia, Amsterdam: SUN, 144-166.  

1) How and why do creators of cities often reference earlier architecture in new 
capitals? 2)  What ideas or values are being conveyed through the design of the 
cities to different users of the cities? (e.g. about identity, morality, etc)   

15. Mon Feb 24 Grass roots new cities: Magarpatta, India; Touba, Senegal; Christiania, Denmark 

Keeton, Rachel. (2011) ‘Magarpatta, India’ Rising in the East: Contemporary 
New Towns in Asia, Amsterdam: SUN, 280-302.  

16. Wed Feb 26 Grass roots new cities 

Ross, Eric. (2006) Sufi City: Urban Design and Archetypes in Touba. Rochester: 
University of Rochester Press. (introduction)  

***Reading week March 3-7 – no classes!*** 
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17. Mon March 10 ‘Creative’ and high-tech cities 

Hall, Peter. (2000) ‘Creative cities and economic development’, Urban Studies 
37 (4): 639-649.  

Leslie, Deborah. (2005) Creative cities? Geoforum 36 (4): 403-405. 

18. Wed March 12 ‘Creative’ and high-tech cities 

Keeton, Rachel. (2011) ‘New Songdo City, South Korea’ Rising in the East: 
Contemporary New Towns in Asia, Amsterdam: SUN, 306--331. 

Keeton, Rachel. (2011) ‘Saadiyat Island, United Arab Emirates’ Rising in the 
East: Contemporary New Towns in Asia, Amsterdam: SUN, 190-209. 

Discussion: 1) In what ways do ‘creative’ cities differ from regular cities? 2) Do 
you think environments can encourage people to think more creatively? If so, how? 
3) Can totalitarian governments create creative cities? Can creative cities be 
designed?  

19. Mon March 17 Green/Garden/Eco cities: Escape from pollution and the masses 

Hall, Peter. (2002) ‘The city in the garden’, Cities of Tomorrow. Malden, MA: 
Blackwell. 87-141. 

Yuen, Belinda. (1996) Creating the garden city: The Singapore experience, 
Urban Studies 33 (6): 955-970. 

20. Wed March 19 Green/Garden/Eco cities 

Campbell, Scott and Fainstein, Susan S. (2003) ‘Green cities, growing cities, 
just cities? Urban planning and the contradictions of sustainable 
development’. 

Discussion: 1) How has Garden City movement affected cities beyond the UK? 2) 
How has the meaning and purpose of Garden cities changed over time and place? 

21. Mon March 24 New ‘green’ cities: Masdar, United Arab Emirates; Dong-tan Eco-City, China 

Keeton, Rachel. (2011) ‘Masdar City, United Arab Emirates’ Rising in the 
East: Contemporary New Towns in Asia, Amsterdam: SUN, 48-71. 

Keeton, Rachel. (2011) ‘Zira Island, Azerbaijan’ Rising in the East: 
Contemporary New Towns in Asia, Amsterdam: SUN, 96-118. 

Discussion: 1) How are different ‘green’ ideas manifested in new cities? 2) How do 
‘green’ cities parallel broader societal values? 3) Is the concept of a new ‘green 
city’ an oxymoron? 

22. Wed March 26 Two parents, one city: CamKo (Cambodia + South Korea), Tianjin (Singapore + 
China), King Abdullah Economic City (Saudi Arabia + Dubai + USA)  

Keeton, Rachel. (2011) ‘CamKo City, Cambodia’ Rising in the East: 
Contemporary New Towns in Asia, Amsterdam: SUN, 210-234. 

Keeton, Rachel. (2011) ‘Tianjin Eco-City, China’ Rising in the East: 
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Contemporary New Towns in Asia, Amsterdam: SUN, 72-95. 

Discussion: 1) What is the reason for these new partnerships? Who benefits?  2) 
How are foreign entities gaining control over new cities in other countries? What 
problems do you anticipate? What are some of the benefits? 3) Who are these cities 
designed for? 4) How do CamKo and Tianjin attempt to cater to local tastes, values 
and cultures?   

23. Mon March 31 Creating ‘Global’ Cities 

Moser, Sarah. (2012) ‘Constructing identity in two new Southeast Asian 
capitals: Putrajaya and Dompak’, in Rethinking Global Cities. New York: 
Routledge. 

Douglass, Mike and Huang, Liling. (2007) Globalizing the city in Southeast Asia: 
Utopia on the urban edge – the case of Phu My Hung, Saigon, IJAPS 3 (2): 1-42. 

Discussion: 1) What makes a city ‘global’? How do different entities conceptualize 
the meaning of ‘global’ differently? 2) Can global cities be planned or can they 
only spontaneously emerge? What conditions can a ruling elite provide to 
encourage the creation of a ‘global city’, as defined by Saskia Sassen? 3) Does a 
city require a particular political system in order to become ‘global’? 

24. Wed April 2 Housing the masses 

Keeton, Rachel. (2011) ‘Songjiang New City, China’ Rising in the East: 
Contemporary New Towns in Asia, Amsterdam: SUN, 354-383. 

Keeton, Rachel. (2011) ‘Bumi Serpong Damai, Indonesia’ Rising in the East: 
Contemporary New Towns in Asia, Amsterdam: SUN, 404-423. 

Discussion: 1) How are these cities trying to attract residents? 2) How is design 
used to cultivate a sense of identity in these cities? What types of identities are 
being created and for who? 

25. Mon April 7 Review class  

26. Wed April 9 ***no class – I am away at a conference*** 

 
 
Academic integrity: McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must 
understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences 
under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information).(approved by Senate on 29 January 2003)  
 
L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par conséquent 
à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres infractions 
académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon le Code de conduite 
de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le 
site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 
 

https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fstudents%2fsrr%2fhonest%2f
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fstudents%2fsrr%2fhonest%2f
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Language: In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course 
have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.” (approved by 
Senate on 21 January 2009 - see also the section in this document on Assignments and evaluation.)  
 
Conformément à  la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de 
soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas des cours dont 
l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). 
 
 
Other info and links: 
© Instructor generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions, etc.) are protected 
by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit permission of the 
instructor.  Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow up by the University under the Code of 
Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. 
 
"As the instructor of this course I endeavor to provide an inclusive learning environment. However, if you  
experience barriers to learning in this course, do not hesitate to discuss them with me and the Office for 
Students with Disabilities, 514-398-6009." 
 
Guidelines for the use of mobile computing and communications (MC2) devices in classes at McGill have been 
approved by the APC. Consult the guidelines for a range of sample wording that may be used or adapted by 
instructors on their course outlines. 
 
"End-of-course evaluations are one of the ways that McGill works towards maintaining and improving the 
quality of courses and the student’s learning experience. You will be notified by e-mail when the evaluations are 
available on Mercury, the online course evaluation system. Please note that a minimum number of responses 
must be received for results to be available to students." 
 
"McGill has policies on sustainability, paper use and other initiatives to promote a culture of sustainability at 
McGill." (See the Office of Sustainability.) 
 
In keeping with McGill's preparedness planning strategies with respect to potential pandemic or 
other concerns, the Administration suggests that all course outlines contain the statement: "In the event of 
extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or evaluation scheme in this course 
is subject to change." 
 
"Additional policies governing academic issues which affect students can be found in the McGill Charter of 
Students' Rights" (The Handbook on Student Rights and Reponsibilities is available here). 
 
 
 
 
 

https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fosd
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fosd
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fsecureweb.mcgill.ca%2fsecretariat%2fsites%2fmcgill.ca.secretariat%2ffiles%2fMobile-Computing-Commun-devices-MC2-guidelines-11June2010.pdf
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2ftls%2fteaching%2fcourse-evaluations
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fsustainability
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fhealth%2fhealth-well-being%2fotherdiseases%2fh1n1%2fstaff
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fhealth%2fhealth-well-being%2fotherdiseases%2fh1n1%2fstaff
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fsecretariat%2fpolicies%2fstudents%2fhandbook-student-rights-and-responsibilitiesle-recueil-des-droits-et-obligations-d

