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 GEOG 200: FALL 2015  
 

GEOGRAPHICAL PERSPECTIVES ON WORLD ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 
 
Instructor:  Tim Holland, Dept. of Geography, Room 313 Burnside Hall, 
tim.holland@mail.mcgill.ca   
Time and Location:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4:05 – 5:25, Maass Chemistry Building 112  
 
              
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course provides an introductory level examination of diverse global environmental issues. 
The course deals with the workings of the physical environment and the political, economic and 
social frameworks within which these issues occur.  The integrative field of geography allows for 
an interdisciplinary approach encompassing ecological, social, economic, political, and ethical 
perspectives to explore each issue in terms of its current status, causes, consequences, context, 
and resolution. Case studies provide context and help to investigate and understand the local-
scale manifestations of global-scale issues. 
 
The schedule of lectures and readings may shift during the course. Readings for the 
following lecture will be confirmed at the end of each lecture.  
 
LECTURE SCHEDULE: 
 
Date Lecture Readings 
Tues, Sept 8th Introduction to Geog 200 None 
Thurs, 10 The Biophysical and Human Environment Steffen et al. (2007) 
Tues, 15 Geography and World Environmental Problems  Skole (2004) 

Thurs, 17 Sustainable Development  
First assignment handed out 

Myers (1998); Kates et 
al (2001); Sachs and 
Reid (2006) 

Tues, 22 Ecosystem services and ecological footprint Foley et al. (2005) 

Thurs, 24 Population and the Environment.  
 

Malakoff (2011); 
Dasgupta and Ehrlich 
(2013) 

Tues, 29 Are humans causing climate change?  
 

Somerville and Hassol 
(2011); Oreskes and 
Conway (2010) 

Thurs, Oct 1  Should we be concerned about future climate change?  
 

Smith et al. (2009); 
Murray and Ebi (2012) 



 

 
 
 2 

Tues, Oct 6 What can we do about climate change? 
First assignment due 

Parry et al. (2009); 
Schiermeier (2012) 

Thurs, 8 Climate change research in Climate Change 
Adaptation Research Group, McGill Geography.  Ford (2009)  

Tues, 13 
Climate change adaptation case studies from around 
the world. 
 

2 readings to choose 
from 3 

Thurs, 15  MIDTERM EXAM (20% of final mark) 
 None 

Tues, 20 
Energy production: Current status and environmental 
problems. 
 

McFarland (2007); 
Editorial (2013) 

Thurs, 22 Moving towards sustainable energy generation.  
 

Lewis (2008); 
Schiermeier (2013) 

Tues, 27 Energy debates and discussion. 2 readings to choose 
from 3 

Thurs, 29 Biodiversity loss: trends, measures, and impacts.  
Second assignment handed out 

Butchart et al. (2010); 
Millenium Assessment 
(2005) 

Tues, Nov 3 Global impacts of agriculture. 
 Foley et al. (2011) 

Thurs, 5 Land-Use Change: Concepts, issues, and trends. 
 DeFries et al. (2004) 

Tues, 10 Tropical Deforestation. 
  Malhi et al. (2008) 

Thurs, 12 
Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest 
degradation (REDD+) and markets for ecosystem 
services.  

Gullison et al. (2007); 
McCauley (2006); 
Marvier (2012) 

Tues, 17 Discussion around assignment 2 
Second assignment due  None 

Thurs, 19 Global fisheries: sustainability and management.  
 

Watson and Pauly 
(2013);  
Worm and Branch 
(2012) 

Tues, 24 Documentary film: “The end of the line”  
Worm et al (2009); 
Beddington et al. 
(2007)  

Thurs, 26 GUEST LECTURE: Land Grabs TBA 

Tues, Dec 1 Case studies of success in addressing environmental 
problems. None  

Thurs, 3 Synthesis of Course Topics. None  
 FINAL EXAM (30% of the final mark)  



 

 
 
 3 

 
TEXTBOOK: 
There is no textbook for this course. However, if you are struggling with the content or find 
yourself behind, “The Global Casino” by Nick Middleton (2008) gives an overview of many of 
the topics we cover. There are 3 copies on reserve in Schulich and 1 copy on loan at McLennan.  
 
EVALUATION: 
Evaluation consists of one midterm examination (20%), one final examination (30%), and two 
assignments (25% each). The exams will be based on class lectures, assigned readings, guest 
lectures, and information provided in visual supplements.  
 
Assignments must be uploaded to MyCourses (.doc format) **before class** on the due date . 
10% per day will be deducted on late assignments. Submissions after class has started will be 
considered late.  
 
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the 
right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code 
of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/integrity/ for more 
information). 
 
This course will use automated text-matching software to detect plagiarism. Students have the 
right to choose an alternate method of attesting to the authenticity of their work; this can either be 
by submitting an annotated bibliography of their sources or by taking an oral examination that 
focuses on the originality of the work.  
 
COURSE COMMUNICATIONS 
On January 1, 2004, McGill University instituted a policy that e-mail will be the official channel 
of communication (see http://www.mcgill.ca/email-policy/).  Each student is assigned a unique e-
mail address on registration and the instructors will use this address to periodically communicate 
important information to students.  If you do not use the McGill e-mail either arrange to have 
your messages forwarded to the address you use or inform the instructors of an alternative e-mail 
address. 
 
MISSED MID-TERM 
A make-up mid-term will be available on October 16th and only for those students who have valid 
reasons for missing the exam. These include medical problems (a doctor’s note is necessary) and 
family emergencies. If you have missed an exam contact instructor or TA as soon as possible. We 
cannot provide a make-up for the final exam as this is arranged by the University.  
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CLASS ETIQUETTE  
Out of common courtesy, your professors request a few things of you. While students are in 
class, they are expected to give their full attention to the professor or the video, if one is being 
shown. Reading, talking, sleeping, and leaving before the end of class are impolite. If you know 
before class that you will have to leave early sit towards the back near the door so as not to 
disrupt the class. Likewise, if you arrive late, please enter from the back of the class. 
 
OTHER 
If you have a disability please contact the instructor to arrange a time to discuss your situation. It 
would be helpful if you contact the Office for Students with Disabilities at 514-398-6009 before 
you do this. Additional policies governing academic issues which affect students can be found in 
the McGill Charter of Students' Rights (Chapter One of the Student Rights and Responsibilities 
Handbook available as a PDF on www.mcgill.ca/files/secretariat/Student-Handbook-2008-
English.pdf). 
 
In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or 
evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 


