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DEPARTMENT OF FOOD SCIENCE AND AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY 
 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DEPARTMENTAL GRADUATE STUDIES SUPERVISION GUIDELINES 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SUPERVISION GUIDELINES 
In addition to McGill Supervisory Guidelines and Regulations (November, 2006), there are specific 
rules of supervision established for the Department of Food Science and Agricultural Chemistry. 
 
M.SC. SUPERVISION 
 

(1) In addition to the courses of Literature Review, Research Protocol and Seminars, the student 
should take minimum of three courses of 500 and 600 levels, offered by the Department of 
Food Science and Agricultural Chemistry. The choice of courses should be approved by the 
supervisor. 

 
(2) Copies of the documents (Literature Review - FDSC 690” and “Research Protocol - FDSC 

691”), with the signature of the supervisor, should be submitted to the Department by the end 
of the assigned session for validation of the mark “Pass”. 

 
(3) A Supervisory Committee should be composed of minimum of two Faculty members, including 

the supervisor and either a co-supervisor, in case of co-supervision, or another Faculty member 
of Department of Food Science and Agricultural Chemistry. The committee should meet twice 
a year to assess the progress report before its approval. 

 
(4) If part of the research is carried outside McGill, an agreement between McGill and the external 

Institution should be signed before permission is granted to the student to perform a 
collaborative research; in this case, a collaborator could become a co-supervisor, but only after 
the signature of such document. The document can be obtained on the WEB site at: Non-
University Partners’ Form can be found at the following address: www.mcgill.ca/files/gps/documents. 

 
(5) A progress report should be presented twice per year. It should be signed by the student as well 

by the members of the supervision committee. 
 

(6) The M.Sc. Thesis results will be presented during the second M.Sc. seminar in the front of a 
three members committee composed of the Instructor of the M.Sc. seminar as a Chair and the 
two members of the supervisory committee.  

 
(7) For M.Sc. thesis submission, although the supervisor will be the internal examiner, a second 

internal examiner could be nominated. For external examiners, the Department encourages the 
submission of three names from outside of the Department, or even outside the Faculty and 
University. The external examiners should be members of Academia or Scientific Officers 
affiliated with Academic Governmental or Industrial Research Institutions. The names of 
Thesis supervisory committee should be listed in the form of submission. 
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PH.D. SUPERVISION 
 

(1) The student should register for the course “Advance Topics in Food Science – FDSC 725”, 
which is considered as the literature review for the Ph.D. degree. A copy of the marked 
document, with the signature of the supervisor, should be submitted to the Department by the 
end of the assigned session for validation of the mark. 

 
(2) A student who has obtained his/her M.Sc. degree from our Department or has transferred from 

M.Sc. to Ph.D. in our Department (who has successfully completed a minimum of three 
courses at the 500 or 600 levels from our Department courses) are exempted from taking any 
additional course, unless it is recommended by the supervisor and the supervision committee. 
However, students enrolled for the first time in our graduate program should take a minimum 
of three 500 or 600 level courses, from among those offered by our Department. The choice of 
courses should be approved by the supervisor. Nevertheless, all Ph.D. graduate students should 
register in their first session of their program for the course “Advance Topics in Food Science 
– FDSC 725”, which should be considered as their Ph.D. Literature Review. 

 
(3) A Supervisory Committee should comprise a minimum of three Faculty members, including the 

supervisor and either a co-supervisor, in case of co-supervision, or other Faculty members of 
our Department. The Supervisory Committee may also include one external member, with a 
related expertise to the Ph.D. research area, from other departments of McGill. The committee 
should meet twice a year to assess the progress report before its approval. In addition, in the 
second committee meeting for each year, the candidate should make a short presentation of 15 
minutes of his/her academic/research progress and outline the plan for the next stage in his/her 
academic program.  

 
(4) If part of the research is carried outside McGill, an agreement between McGill and the external 

Institution should be signed before permission is granted to the student to carry out research 
work outside McGill; in this case, a collaborator who supervises the research work could be 
nominated as a co-supervisor, but only after the signature of such document. The document 
can be obtained on the WEB site at: Non-University Partners’ Form can be found at the following 
address: www.mcgill.ca/files/gps/documents. 

 
(5) A progress report should be presented twice per year. It should be signed by the student as well 

by the members of the supervision committee. 
 

(6) The Ph.D. comprehensive examination should be carried out after passing the required courses 
but no later than Ph.D. 2 for students starting their program at Ph.D. 1 and Ph.D 3. for those 
starting their program at Ph.D. 2. The examination will be proceed as follow: 

 
(a) A committee composed of five members should be established, including the Chair or 

Deputy-Chair, the supervisor, the co-supervisor (in case of co-supervision), one or two 
members of Faculty members of our Department, and an external member from another 
Department at McGill University. The composition of the committee should be approved 
by both student and supervisor. 

 
(b) The examination will be composed of two parts, written and oral.  

 
(c) The student should submit, at least six weeks before the written examination, a document 

detailing his/her progress and proposed further studies to the members of the committee.  
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(d) The student should consult with the committee members about the area of the written 
examination and a document signed by both student and examiner should be handed to the 
Graduate Students Secretary at latest 4 weeks before written examination date. 

 
(e) Each member of the examination committee should submit to the Graduate Students 

Secretary, by the latest one week before the examination date, two questions. The 
Secretary will compile the questions and submit them to the Chair of the Department, who 
will ensure that the submitted questions are in line with the area agreed on between the 
student and each examiner. In addition, the Chair will ensure that there will be no 
substantial overlap among submitted questions. 

 
(f) The period of the written examination is four hours. The student should select four 

examiners and answer one question from each examiner. After the written examination, the 
examination booklet will be handed to the examiners. The examiners should return the 
marked books within 72 hours of the examination to the Graduate Secretary. A minimum 
mark to be considered pass is 65% for each examiner, and a minimum average of 70% 
overall. If the candidate receives failing marks from two examiners, the written 
examination is considered as a failure and the student is allowed to take a repeat written 
examination within a 3 month period. A second failure in written examination will make 
the student ineligible to pursue his/her Ph.D. graduate studies. A pass in the first or second 
attempt will allow him/her to take the oral examination.  

 
(g) After a successful written examination, an oral examination should be scheduled two weeks 

after the written examination. 
 

(h) The Ph.D. comprehensive committee should meet in a pre-oral examination to review the 
written examination marks and sign the form for approving the pass in the written 
examination. An oral presentation of 20 minutes is given by the student, which will be 
followed by a series of questions by the members of the examination committee. At the 
end, the committee will discuss the overall performance of the candidate and make the 
Pass/Fail decision. There will be no Conditional Pass, since a conditional pass is 
considered by the GSPO is a Failure. 

 
(7) For Ph.D. thesis submission, there is an additional internal examiner in addition to the 

supervisor. For external examiners, the Department encourages the submission of three names 
outside the University. The external examiners should be members of Academia or Scientific 
Officers affiliated with Academic, Governmental or Industrial Research Institutions. The names 
of Thesis supervision committee should be listed in the form of submission.  

 
(8) For the Defence committee, the rules of McGill Graduate Faculty will be applied. 

 


