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Canadian Literature (English): a selective list of reference sources 
This guide lists some important sources found mainly in the reference collection of the HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES LIBRARY (McLennan-Redpath).  
For additional sources dealing exclusively with specific themes, regions, literary periods and individual authors, consult MUSE, McGill's online computer 
catalogue under the appropriate Library of Congress subject heading.  You may also search by author, title and keyword. Please ask the library staff at the 
Reference Desk for assistance. 
 
ELECTRONIC RESOURCES: http://www.library.mcgill.ca/human/subguide/canlit.htm  
 
GUIDES, HISTORIES & HANDBOOKS     
Literary Research Guide. 4th ed.  (Canadian Literature section,  pp.  523 – 546)  Ref  Z2011 H34 2000 
English-Canadian Literature to 1900: A Guide To Information Sources (1976) Ref  Z1375 M68 
Atlantic Canadian Literature in English: A Guide to Sources of Information Ref  Z1392 M37 R83 1991 
Oxford Companion to Canadian Literature.  2nd Ed. Ref  PS8015 O93 1997 
Oxford Companion to Canadian History and Literature + Supplement Ref  PS8015 S7  1967 
Oxford Companion to Canadian Theatre  Ref  PN2301 O93 1989 
Quasi-book Edition of the Writer's Map of Canada Ref  PS8087 C65 1995 
Oxford Illustrated Literary Guide to Canada  Ref  PS8087 M67 1987 
Canadian Literary Landmarks  Ref  PS8015 C65 1984 
 
DICTIONARIES & ENCYCLOPEDIAS    
Canadian Encyclopedia: year 2000 edition  (Later edition online) Ref  FC23 C36 1999  
Dictionary of Canadian Quotations (1991) Ref  PN6081 D535 1991 
Encyclopedia of Literature in Canada Ref  PS8015 E53 2002 
John Robert Colombo’s Famous Lasting Words: Great Canadian Quotations Ref  PN6081 J64 2000 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL SOURCES 
Contemporary Canadian Authors: A Bio-bibliographical Guide… Ref  Z1374 C65 
Canadian Children’s Books: a Critical Guide to Authors and Illustrators Ref  PS8081 S86 2000 
Canadian Writers and Their Works: Fiction Series.  v. 1 – 12  (in progress) PS8187 C39 1983 (McLennan 

stacks) 
Canadian Writers and Their Works: Poetry Series.  v. 1 – 12  (in progress) PS8141 C37 1983 (McLennan 

stacks) 
Canadian Writers Since 1960.  First Series & Second Series Ref  PN451 D4 v. 53 & v. 60 
Canadian Writers Since 1920-1959.  First Series & Second Series Ref  PN451 D4 v. 68 & v. 92 
Canadian Writers 1890-1920 Ref  PN451 D4 v. 92 
Canadian Writers Before 1890 Ref  PN451 D4 v. 99 
Canadian Fantasy and Science-Fiction Writers Ref  PN451 D4 v. 251 
Directory of Canadian Journalists (1997) Ref  PN4904 D35 1997 
ECW's Biographical Guide to Canadian Poets Ref  PS8081 E278 1993 
ECW's Biographical Guide to Canadian Novelists Ref  PS8081 E28 1993 
Feminine Gaze: a Canadian Compendium of Non-Fiction Women Authors … 1836-
1945 

Ref  Z1376 W65 D33 2001 

Profiles In Canadian Literature.  v. 1 – 8 Ref  PS8071 P76 
Who's Who in Canadian Literature, 1985/86 – 1997/1998 Ref  PS8081 W4 
Who's Who in the Playwrights Union of Canada.  (Earlier paper eds in McLennan 
stacks) 

www.playwrightsguild.ca 

Who's Who in the League of Canadian Poets.  (Earlier paper eds in McLennan stacks) www.poets.ca 
Who's Who in the Writer's Union of Canada.  (Earlier paper eds in McLennan stacks) www.writersunion.ca/members.htm 
 
PERIODICAL INDEXES (Current) 
Arts & Humanities Citation Index, 1975 – See title in MUSE 
ABELL: Annual Bibliography of English Language and Literature, 1920 – See title in MUSE 
MLA Bibliography, 1963 – See title in MUSE 
Wilson Humanities Abstracts, 1984 – See title in MUSE 
British Humanities Index, 1962 – See title in MUSE 
American Humanities Index, 1975 – See title in MUSE 



Canadian Literary Periodicals Index Online, 1992 – See title in MUSE 
CPI-Q: Canadian Periodical Index, 1988 – See title in MUSE 
 
PERIODICAL INDEXES (Retrospective) 
Canadian Index, 1993 – 2000 Ref  Z 7165 C2 C23 
Canadian Literature Index, 1985 – 1988 Ref  Z1375 C37 
Canadian Periodical Index, 1920 – 1988 Ref  A13 C242 
Canadian Feminist Periodical Index, 1972 – 1985 Ref  Z6944 W6 C35 1991 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES  
Annotated Bibliography of Canada's Major Authors.  v. 1 – 8 Ref  Z1375 L43 
Bibliography of Comparative Studies in Canadian, Québec and foreign literatures: 1930 
– 1995 

Ref  Z1377 C64 B52 2001 

Bibliography of Theatre History in Canada: The Beginnings Through 1984 Ref  Z1377 D7 B34 1993 
Bibliography of Feminist Criticism (1987) Ref  Z1377 F38 G63 1987 
Canadian Poetry: Index to Criticisms, 1970 – 1979 Ref  PS8155 P5 1985 
Ethnic and Native Canadian Literature (1990) Ref  Z1375 M45 1990 
"Letters in Canada" in University of Toronto Quarterly  (survey of Can. Lit; annual Winter 
issue) 

AP5 U55 (McLennan stacks) 

Modern English-Canadian Poetry  Ref  Z1377 P7S79 
Modern English-Canadian Prose  Ref  Z1377 F4H69 1983 
On Canadian Literature, 1806 – 1960: checklist of articles, books and theses on English 
Can. Lit.  

Ref  Z1375 W33 

 
THESES AND DISSERTATIONS 
ProQuest Digital Dissertation (PQDD), 1861 – See title in MUSE 
Theses on English-Canadian Literature  (Steele)      Ref  Z1375 S73 1988 
 
PRIMARY SOURCES 
Literary Manuscripts at the National Library of Canada    Z6621 N278 N37 (McLennan 

stacks) 
Directory of Canadian Theatre Archives  Ref  Z688 T6 M32 1992 
CBC Radio Drama  (catalogue of CBC drama archive at Concordia) Ref  Z1377 D7 F5 1983 
Brock Bibliography of Published Plays in English, 1766 – 1978 Ref  Z1377 D7 B758 
Checklist of Canadian Literature, 1628 – 1960 Ref  Z1375 W3 1972 
Canadian Literature in English + Index Ref  Z1375 R5 + Index 
English Canadian Literary Anthologies: an Enumerative Bibliography Ref  Z1375 L432 1997 
Comprehensive Bibliography of English-Canadian Short Stories, 1950 – 1983 (Weiss) Ref  Z1377 F4 W44 1988 
Short Story Index: Compiled from Canadian Periodical Index, 1938 – 1947 Ref  Z1377 F4 W7 
Index to Canadian Poetry in English Ref  PS8141 I5 1984 
Canadian Poetry in Selected English-Language Anthologies Ref  Z1377 P7 F43 1985 
A Preliminary Checklist of Nineteenth Century Canadian Poetry in English Ref  Z1377 P7 M6x 
Towards a Canadian Literature: Essays, Editorials, and Manifestoes, 1752 – 1983  (v. 1 
– 2) 

PS8077 T69 1984 (McLennan 
stacks) 

Literary Writing by Blacks in Canada: A Preliminary Survey Ref  Z1377 B5 E68 1988 
Canadian Crime Fiction: an annotated comprehensive bibliography … 1817 – 1996  Ref  Z1377 D47 S54 1996 
CDN SF & F: a Bibliography of Canadian Science Fiction and Fantasy Ref  Z1377 F4 C16 
Bibliography of Canadian Literary Periodicals, 1789 – 1900 Ref  Z1375 T6x 
Annotated Bibliography of American Indian and Eskimo Autobiographies Ref  Z1209 B78 
Canadian Diaries and Autobiographies  (1950) Ref  Z5305 C3 M3 
Canada’s Early Women Writers: Texts in English to 1859 Ref  Z1376 W65 G47 1994 
Diaries in English by Women in Canada, 1735 – 1995… Ref  Z5305 C3 C37 1997 
Contemporary Canadian and U.S. Women of Letters: an Annotated Bibliography Ref  Z1376 W65 G46 1993 
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