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English Literature: a selective list of reference sources 
This guide lists items found mainly in the HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES LIBRARY (McLennan-Redpath), unless otherwise indicated.  
Many more titles are available in McGill Libraries.  Please check MUSE, McGill’s online catalogue for others.  You can search MUSE by 
author, title, subject, and keyword.  Please ask library staff at the Reference Desk for assistance. 
 
ELECTRONIC RESOURCES: http://www.library.mcgill.ca/human/subguide/english.htm 
 
GUIDES TO THE LITERATURE  
Literary Research Guide (Patterson) Ref Z6511 P37 1983 
Literary Research  Guide (Harner) Ref Z2011 H34 1993 
Reference sources in British and American Literature (Braken) Ref Z2011 B74 1998 
 
ENCYCLOPEDIAS & HANDBOOKS & DIRECTORIES 
Cambridge Guide to Literature in English Ref PR85 C29 2006 
Dictionary of American Literary Characters Ref PS374 C43 D5 2002 
Dictionary of Literary Terms (Cuddon) Ref PN41 C83 1998 
Dictionary of Literary Themes and Motifs Ref PN43 D48 1988 
Dictionary  of Modern Critical Terms Ref  PN41  D4794 1987 
Edinburgh Encyclopaedia of Modern Criticism and Theory  Ref PN94 E35 2002  
Handbook to Literature McL PN41 H6 2000 
Literary History of England Ref PR83 B3 1967 
McGraw Hill encyclopedia of world drama 5 v.  Ref PN1625 M3 1984 
Oxford Chronology of English Literature  Ref PR87 O94 2002 
Oxford Companion to English Literature Ref PR19 H3 2000 
Oxford  History  of  English  Literature   12v. Catalogued separately 
Princeton  Encyclopedia of Poetry & Poetics Ref  PN1021  N39 1993 
Twentieth Century Literary Movements Dictionary Ref PN597 T94 2000 
  
BIOGRAPHIES 
British  Writers  8 v. & Supplement Ref  PR85  B688 1979                         
Dictionary  of  Literary  Biography, v.1- Catalogued separately 
  
INDEX TO COLLECTIONS  
Essay and General Literature Index            Ref Index Stands 
Grainger's Index to Poetry                      Ref PN1021 G7 1986 
Ottemiller's Index to Plays in Collections Ref Z5781 O8 1988 
Short Story Index 1974- Ref Z5917 S5C62 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES: GENERAL:  ALL  PERIODS  &  GENRES 
Abstracts of English Studies 1958-1991// Ref  PE25 A16 
Annual  Bibliography of English Language and Literatures  1920-     Ref  Z2011 M69 
New Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature 5 v. Ref Z2011 B28 1969 
Year's Work in English Studies 1919/20- Ref  PE58 E6 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES OF SPECIFIC PERIODS 
Bibliographie  internationale de l'humanisme et de  la  
Renaissance 

Ref Z6207 R4B5 

Eighteenth  Century: A Current Bibliography n.s.1 1975- Ref  Z5579 E33 

Eighteenth Century Literary Studies: A Bibliography Ref  Z2012 G56 1984 
English Literature 1660-1800 RefZ2011 E6 
Romantic  Movement:  a  Selective and Critical  Bibliography  
1980- 

Ref Z6513 R6R652 

Annual Bibliography of Victorian Studies 1976- Ref Z2019 A64 
Articles on Twentieth Century Literature: An Annotated Ref Z6519 P66 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIES OF SPECIFIC GENRES 
Drama 
English Drama to 1660 (Excluding Shakespeare)       Ref Z2014 D7P46 
English Drama, 1660-1800                           Ref Z2014 D7L55 
English Drama and Theatre, 1800-1900               Ref Z2014 D7C72 
English Drama, 1900-1950                           Ref Z2014 D7M54 
Modern Drama in America and England, 1950-1970     Ref Z1231 D7H36 
Modern  Drama  Scholarship and Criticism 1966-1980   Ref  Z5781  C38 1986 
Fiction 
English Fiction, 1660-1800                         Ref Z2014 F5B42 
English Fiction, 1900-1950 2 v.                    Ref Z2014 F5R5 
Poetry 
Old and Middle English Poetry to 1500              Ref Z2014 P7B34 
English  Poetry, 1660-1800                          Ref Z2014  P7M44 1982 
Contemporary  Poetry in America and England, 1950-1970 Ref  Z1231 P7G56 1983 
Poetry  Explication: a Checklist of Interpretation  Since  1925  of 
British and American Poems Past and Present 

Ref Z2014 P7K8 1980 

 
 
BLIOGRAPHIES OF SPECIFIC AUTHORS AND TOPICS 
The Reference collection includes hundreds of bibliographies relating to specific authors and topics. To find author 
bibliographies, check the subject file in MUSE under  the author’s name 
e.g.  s=shakespeare william and look for the subdivision –bibliography 
To find bibliographies on specific topics, search the subject file in MUSE  under the appropriate Library of Congress 
subject heading,  
e.g.   s=arthurian romances—bibliography 
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