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WMST 402 FEMINIST THEORIES OF IDENTITY

COURSE OUTLINE WINTER 2010

Prerequisites: WMST 200 or with instructor’s approval 

Course Description

This course explores theories and debates regarding the meaning, usefulness, and impact of identity politics, with specific focus on feminist, sexuality, race, and gender based activist and academic work.

Some questions we will explore include: What exactly is identity politics? How useful is ‘identity’ to politics and theories of equality and justice, and how is it useful - and sometimes not - in feminist political activities and to the furthering of social justice? How do intersectional factors of race, ethnicity, gender and sexuality intersect in individual and collective identities? Does identity divide us or provide us with the grounds for solidarity? What kind of claims and strategies can and ought “identity politics” make use of? Do our identities contribute to, or limit, our knowledge? What dead ends, dilemmas, and pitfalls has the practice of identity politics fallen prey to and/or worked through in the past, and what are the promises of, and challenges facing, identity politics in the present moment? 
In the first part of the course we will explore important theoretical and analytical approaches to identity by prominent writers such as Wendy Brown, Iris Marion Young, and Linda Martin Alcoff. In the second part we will focus on intersectional topical sites as starting point for discussion of these questions and problems. These sites include: family and nation, gender and sexuality, gender and science, and feminism, men and masculinity.
Students should expect to participate in class discussions regularly, and should always be prepared to share their written work with other students.

Requirements

10% General Attendance and Participation;

20% Group Work, and Presentations;
30% 2 x Topical papers (15% each)
40% Final essay
A detailed outline of grading expectation will be posted on Web CT.

General Attendance and Participation (10%)

Students are expected to 1) attend classes, 2) be on time, 3) be prepared by having read the required literature ahead of class, 4) participate actively in conversation and group work, and 5) submit assignments by the deadline. Cell phones are to be turned off in class, or at the very least put to silent mode. 
Students who develop a pattern of late-coming, late or no submission of required assignments without appropriate documentation, and unauthorized absences/no submission, may be asked to withdraw from the course. Please do not ask for special - i.e. preferential - treatment.

Students who are experiencing problems of a medical, personal, or other nature that interfere with their work should notify the Instructor as soon as possible and not wait until end of term. For absences or missed deadlines for assignments students must be able to document this. For any ongoing issues that interfere with academic performance please also speak with student advisors in Dawson Hall to resolve your situation.

Assignments

All writing must be in standard format (typed, double-or 1.5 spaced, 12pt font, one-inch margins), and appropriately referenced, with bibliography, in accordance with McGill convention.

“In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.” Please note that if you elect to submit an assignment/s in the French language, your paper will be graded by another member of faculty at the first instance.

Small group work and presentations (20%)

Students will work together (2-3 persons) on one of the weekly topics of their choice; a schedule will be set by week 3. Each group will on the basis of the required text/s for that topic, prepare a presentation (approx 15 mins) of a related theme or problem to their peers, and they are responsible for facilitating the class discussion. This can for example be done by preparing questions or tasks for a small in-class workshop or seminar session, by using the course’s web ct space to distribute additional readings or assignments to prepare for their particular class, and so on. Students are strongly encouraged to be creative and explore additional resources beyond the course readings, both academic and activist. 
Topical Papers (30%, 15% each)

Two papers on topics of the student’s choice, must be submitted during the course of the semester – one in the first part of term (pre-Winter Break), the other in the second part of term – March 29 is the final date for submission of the second paper. Papers submitted after this date without prior consent by instructor will not be graded. 
Topics must be based on the assigned readings; students may have more than one topic to choose from. In these papers, students are expected to respond accurately and succinctly to questions on the texts; to compare and contrast different positions and/or to analyze the relation of theoretical positions to practical issues; and to express and defend their argument or question. Each paper should be between 2 and 4 pages in length.

Final essay (40%)

A final essay on a topic of the student’s choice is due on the first day of the exam week (specific date TBA). The essay must relate to the literature discussed in class (at least two sources from the class syllabus), but incorporating further resources is strongly encouraged. Where a considerable break from the course framework is desired, the student should consult the instructor first. The lenght should be between 8 and 12 pages in total (normal formatting). Students are encouraged to discuss their ideas and explore literature with the instructor well ahead of time.

Discrimination and equality

All participation in discussion and debate should be respectful, responsible, and to the point; students should refrain from personal attacks. No hate speech or discriminatory language will be tolerated. 

Plagiarism

Intentionally or unintentionally passing off written work as your own - i.e. without adequate referencing - is considered plagiarism and will be dealt with accordingly: that is to say, it will be reported to the school without delay. Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with university policies regarding plagiarism; see for example this web link www.mcgill.ca/integrity  (and see below)

Academic Integrity: 

“McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more information).”  
"Additional policies governing academic issues which affect students can be found in the McGill Charter of Students' Rights (Chapter One of the Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook available as a PDF on http://www.mcgill.ca/files/secretariat/Student-Handbook-2009-English.pdf )"

"McGill University shall strive to be recognized as an environmentally safe and responsible institution, and as a model of environmentally responsible living. (see www.mcgill.ca/tls/policy/environmental_policy )"

Disability Services: 

“If you have a disability please contact that instructor to arrange a time to discuss your situation. It would be helpful if you contact that Office for Students with Disabilities at 398-6009 (www.mcgill.ca/osd) before you do this.” 

University policy concerning e-mail communication with students:

 “Any official McGill communication with students will be addressed to their McGill UEA. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that time-critical e-mail is accessed, read and acted upon in a timely fashion. This policy applies to all McGill students and to all McGill employees who manage official communications with students.”

Pandemic Preparedness Planning:

“In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.”  

Course Schedule

	· Please note that further texts may be added later. 

· Please note the general class structure: Approximately the first 45-60 minutes will consist of a lecture with basis in the text/s listed for the specific date, the remainder of the class will consist of a participatory seminar where the text/s and related issues will be explored. Sometimes these seminars will be led by students. It is imperative that students prepare ahead of class by reading the assigned text/s. 

· Texts will - unless otherwise specified - be available electronically as pdf files or via web links on Web CT. There is no course pack.



M Jan 4

INTRODUCTION
M Jan 11
Privilege and identity
Combahee River Collective (1977). A Black Feminist Statement. Available at http://www.feministezine.com/feminist/modern/Black-Feminist-Statement.html 

Koyama, Emi (2001). The transfeminist manifesto. Available at: 

http://www.eminism.org/readings/pdf-rdg/tfmanifesto.pdf
Truth, Sojourner (1851). “Ain’t I a Woman?” One (of many) version(s) is available at: http://womenshistory.about.com/od/sojournertruth/a/aint_i_a_woman.htm 
Th Jan 14
(Optional) Film screening “Still doing it: The intimate lives of women over 65” (docu., 54 mins.) @ the IGSF seminar room, 3487 Peel St., 2nd floor, 5pm. 
M  Jan 18
Identity and difference
Alcoff, Linda Martín (2005). “The Identity Crisis in Feminist Theory”. In Visible Identites: Race, Gender and the Self. Oxford University Press.

Medina, José (2003). “Identity Trouble: Disidentification and the Problem of Difference”, Philosophy and Social Criticism, 29(6): 655-680

M Jan 25
Identity, justice and difference
Young, Iris M. (1990) Justice and the Politics of Difference. Princeton University Press (excerpts) JC578 Y68 1990 
M Feb  1
Identity as state of injury
Brown, Wendy (1995) States of injury: Power and freedom in late modernity.  Princeton University Press. (CH  1+3) JA74 B768 1995
M Feb 8
Race, law and norm
Haney Lopez, Ian (1997). “The Legal Construction of Race” in White By Law: The Legal Construction of Race. New York University Press.
Mills, Charles (1997). “Details” in The Racial Contract. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 

M Feb 15
Sport
Messner, Michael A.  (2002) Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports, University of Minnesota press. (excerpts) GV706.32 M47 2002
Students are strongly encouraged to follow the media coverage of the Olympic Games to explore this week’s topic further.

[Winter Break - Week 8 - Feb 22 = no class]
M Mar 1
Intersections I: Family and nation
Dua, Enakshi (2004). “Racializing Imperial Canada” in Sisters or Strangers.  Marlene Epp, Franca Iacovetta, & Frances Swyripa (eds.). University of Toronto Press. 

Lawrence, Bonita (2003). “Gender, Race and the Regulation of Native Identity in Canada and the United States: An Overview”. Hypatia, 18(2).

Th Mar 4 
(Optional) Symposium on the History of Sexuality (Lea 232)
More information TBA; also check the https://home.mcgill.ca/igsf/events/
M Mar 15
Intersections II: Gender and Science

Fausto Sterling, Anne (1992). “Putting Woman in Her (Evolutionary) Place”. Myths of Gender. New York: Basic Books. (excerpts)
Keller, Evelyn Fox (1995) “Gender and Science” in Reflections on Gender and Science. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1995.
Martin, Emily (1991). "The Egg and the Sperm: How Science Has Constructed a Romance Based on Stereotypical Male-Female Roles" in Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 16 (3):485-501.

M Mar 22
Intersections III: Gender and Sexuality
Gamson, Joshua (1995) “Must Identity Movements Self-Destruct? A Queer Dilemma”, Social Problems 42(3): 390-407.

Namaste, Viviane (2000). “Theory Trouble” in Invisible Lives: The Erasure of Transsexual and Transgender People. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Valentine, David (2003) “I went to bed with my own kind once: The erasure of desire in the name of identity.” Language and Communication, 23(3): 123-138.
M Mar 29
Intersections IV: Feminism, Men, and Masculinity
Bourdieu, Pierre (2001) Masculine domination. Stanford : Stanford University Press (excerpts) HQ1075 B7213  
Halberstam, Judith (1998) Female masculinity. Durham: Duke University Press.  (excerpts)

Owens, Graig (2003 [1987]) “Outlaws; Gay men in feminism,” in Men in feminism, Jardine, Alice and Paul Smith (eds.). Routledge. E-book
M Apr 5
Easter Monday = No class.
M Apr 12
Conclusions and presentations of final paper abstracts (one page, 3-5 mins each)
Final essays due on the first day of the exam week – date TBA
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