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Course Organization

This seminar explores the history of AIDS through an in-depth analysis of selected topics including patient experience, the cultural and biological construction of illness, somatic therapies, local and global political-economies  

Readings combine books and articles, including groundbreaking works that initially framed the AIDS pandemic and newer interpretations.  The focus includes both the United States and the global South.  Articles have been combined in a coursepack that may be purchased at Copie Nova, 1015 Sherbrooke Ouest, Montreal (514) 848-0423.  Books may be purchased on-line or at Paragraphe Bookstore on 2220 McGill College Avenue (514- 845-5811).
Evaluation – for undergraduate students
Seminar participation (including pre-submitted questions): 30%

Final paper: 45%

One response paper: 15%

Oral history : 10%

Evaluation – for graduate students

Seminar participation (including pre-submitted questions): 30%

Two response papers: 20%
Oral history project: 10%

Final paper: 40%

Please note that in accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 

Also note that in the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.
Explanation

Seminar participation. Because the success of this class depends in good measure on our collective ability to sustain a semester-long conversation about the history of AIDS, students should come to each class on time, prepared to participate fully in a discussion informed by careful and critical reading of assignments.  Attendance in this seminar is mandatory; please note that this includes the first day.  If you miss class or do not participate in discussion, your participation grade will be adversely affected.  There are no “make-up” assignments. Students who have valid reasons (serious illness, for instance) for missing class are encouraged to go through proper university channels to get an excused absence.  Please shut off your cell phones in class.

Seminar framing: On the first day of the course, each student will be assigned a set of readings they will be responsible for introducing to the class. The purpose of this student-generated framing is not to summarize the readings but, rather, to raise important and salient questions to begin an informed discussion.

Student questions: All students should send by e-mail to the professor before 5 p.m. the Sunday before seminar two or at most three questions they believe would be useful for framing the next day’s seminar discussion.  (ie. hypothetical question: how ) Not every question will be read in class but some will.  Please limit each question to fewer than three sentences.  Note that, as time permits, the professor will forward these questions by e-mail to the students assigned to launch the discussion of those readings (as per above).

Response paper: Undergraduate students are required to write one response paper, grad students two.  You choose which week’s readings you’d like to respond to.  (Respond to all of them in your paper please.) The response paper is a three-to-four page, double-spaced, analysis of the assignment for that week.  Do not review the argument.  Rather, summarize it briefly and analyze it critically.  How persuasive is it? How important is the author’s contribution? How does s/he upend or challenge other scholarship? I mark only those papers submitted at the beginning of class, before discussion has commenced. There are no exceptions. (If you have an excused absence, you must respond to a different set of readings.) Written assignments must be submitted as hard copies. I do not accept materials sent as e-mail attachments.  Undergraduate students only may submit two papers and I will record the higher of the two grades. 

Oral history: Students will conduct an oral history on the topic of “the history of AIDS in Canada” with an HIV+ individual who has given informed consent to participate. Students will submit a written AND electronic copy of the transcribed interview (double-spaced) on the final day of class.  The interview should last at least an hour, be conducted in person (no phone interviews), and to protect your time, not last more than two hours. Do not begin this project until it has been cleared by the University’s Institute Review Board; I will notify you when this happens.  If, for some reason, it is not, you will be given a different assignment.  Students must have a properly signed consent form attached to the hard copy of the approved transcript at the time of submission to get a grade for this assignment.  Transcripts approved for donation to the Osler Library must be returned to the interviewee for review before the last day of class, and proof that this has happened must be shown to the professor (a copied e-mail will suffice in this case).  No exceptions.  Oral histories will be discussed on the last day of class.

Final paper. The final paper, between fifteen and eighteen double-spaced pages in length excluding endnotes, may be on any topic that pertains to the history of AIDS.  Students will share their finalized topics with the class in late October. 

Academic Integrity 

McGill University values academic integrity.  All students must understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism, and other academic offences under the code of student conduct and disciplinary procedures.  For more information, consult www.mcgill.ca/integrity
Reading Schedule

Week 1 (Jan 4th) Introduction. Imagine a world without AIDS?
MMWR, 30(21): 1-3 (June 5, 1981)

Larry Kramer “1112 and Counting”, Chris Bull (ed.), While the World Sleeps. Writing from the First Twenty Years of the Global AIDS Plague,  New York: Thunder’s Mouth Press, pp.7-20.

Michel Callen, Richard Berkowitz, “We know who we are. Two gay men declare war on promiscuity”, New York Native, Nov 8-21, 1982, pp. 23; 25; 27; 29 (http://richardberkowitz.net/5.html)

International Aids Vaccine Initiative- “Imagine a world without AIDS” (Video, 2007)

Week 2 (Jan 11th) Dispatches from Ground Zero. 
Drew Gilpin Faust, This Republic of Suffering. Death and the American Civil War, New York: Knopf, 2008, pp.xi-31
Randy Shilits, And the Band Played On. Politics, People, and the AIDs Epidemic, New York: Viking Penguin, 1987, pp. 34-50; 149-159; 178-184; 299-313; 394-402

Earl E. Shelp, Ronald Sutherland, Peter W.A. Mansell, AIDS. Personal Stories in Pastoral Perspective, New York: Pilgrim Press, 1985, pp.1-13; 28-46; 54-60; 88-98

Denis Altman, AIDS and the New Puritanism, New York: Pluto Press, 1986, pp.58-81 

Ann M. Hardy, Kathryn Rauch, Dean Echenberg, W. Meade Morgan, James W. Curran, “The Economic Impact of the First 10,000 Cases of the Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome in the United States”, JAMA. 1986;255(2):209-211. 

Elinor Burkett, “Lights, Camera, Death”, The Gravest Show on Earth. America in the Age of AIDS, New York: Houghton Miflin, 1995, pp.242-254
Tom Joslin, “Silverlake Life: The View From Here” (Documentary Film, 1991)  

Week 3 (January 18th) This thing known as AIDS. 

John Andriote, Victory Deferred. How AIDS  Transformed Gay America, pp. 1-47.

Eve K Nichols, Mobilizing Against AIDS: The Unfinished Story of a Virus, p.1-58; 118-131
Paul Treichler, How to Have Theory in an Epidemic, pp. 1-41

Week 4 (Jan 25th) Why here/ Why Now? 

Paul Farmer, AIDS and Accusation. Haiti and the Geography of Blame, University of California Press, 2nd edition, 2006. 

Week 5 (Feb 1) Containing the Threat- Balancing Public Health and Individual Freedoms.

Ronald Bayer, Private Acts, Social Consequences. AIDS and the Politics of Public Health, 1991, 

Week 6 (Feb 8th) Cultural Conflict and New Forms of Social Action
“The Denver Principles” (1984). 

Simon Watney, “Moral Panics” in Policing Desire. Pornography, AIDS, and the Media, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1987, pp.38-58.  
Susan Chambré, Fighting for our lives : New York’s AIDS community and the politics of disease, p.13-42; 57-70.
Andriote, Victory Deferred, pp.211-331

Week 7 (Feb 15th) The pursuit of the cure and the transformation of biomedicine.

Albert R. Johnson, Jeff Stryker (eds.), The Social Impact of AIDS in the United States, Washington D.C.: National Academy Press, 1993, pp.46-79

Steven Epstein, Impure Science. AIDS, Activism, and the Politics of Knowledge, pp.1-41; 178-353.
Week 8 (March 1st) African-Americans and the “Ownership” of AIDS 

Black AIDS Institute, “Left Behind. Black America: A Neglected Priority in the Global AIDS Epidemic”, August 2008 http://www.blackaids.org/image_uploads/article_575/08_left_behind.pdf
Cathy J Cohen, The Boundaries of Blackness. AIDS and the Breakdown of Black Politics, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999, pp.1-148.
Week 9 (March 8th) The many faces of pharmaceutical innovation: Wonder Drugs, Human Rights, and Consumer Goods. 

David Sanford, “Back to a Future. One Man’s AIDS Tale Shows How Quickly Epidemic has Turned”, The Oncologist, 1997, 2: 115-120 

Ian Maitland, “Priceless Goods: How Should Life-Saving Drugs be Priced?”, Business Ethics Quarterly, 2002, 12(4): pp.451-480
Michael, “Pharmaceuticals and the Developing World”, Journal of Economic Perspectives, 16:4 (2002), pp.67-90

Sarah Joseph, “Pharmaceutical Corporations, Access to Drugs, and the Fourth Wave of Corporate Human Rights Scrutiny”, Human Rights Quarterly, 25:2 (2003): 425-452

Saskia Faulk, Jean-Claude Usunier, AIDS and Business, New York: Routledge, 2009, pp.141-184

Each student should bring ONE PAPER OR ELECTRONIC IMAGE to class 

Week 10 (March 15th) AIDS in Africa- the world responds.

Helen Epstein, The Invisible Cure: Africa, The West, and the Fight Against AIDS, New York: Farrar Strauss and Giroux, 2007
Peter Lurie, Sidney M. Wolfe, “Unethical Trials of Interventions to Reduce Perinatal Transmission of the Human Immunodeficiency Virus in Developing Countries”, NEJM, 1997, 337(12): 853-856

Marcia Angell, “The Ethics of Clinical Research in the Third World”, NEJM, 1997, 337(12) 847-849
Harold Varmus, David Satcher, “Ethical Complexities of Conducting Research in Developing Countries”, NEJM, 1997, 337(14): 1003-1005
Week 11 (March 22nd) Case studies in globalization: drugs and pharmaceutical research

Maurice Cassier, Marilena Correa, Scaling-Up and Reverse Engineering: Acquisition of Industrial Knowledge by Copying Drugs in Brazil”, Benjamin Coriat (ed.), The Political Economy of HIV/AIDS in Developing Countries, TRIPS, Public Health Systems and Free Access, 2008, pp.130-150

Adriana Petryna, “Globalizing Human Subjects Research”, in Adriana Petryna,  Andrew Lakoff, Arthur Kleinman (eds.), Global Pharmaceuticals: Ethics, Markets, Practices, pp.33-61

Susan Reynolds White, Michael A. Whyte, Lotte Meinert, Bette Kyaddondo, “Treating AIDS: Dilemmas of Unequal Access in Uganda”, Petryna, Global Pharmaceuticals, pp.240-262

Julien Chauveau, Constance Marie Meiners, Stéphane Luchini, Jean-Paul Moatti, “Evolution of Prices and Quantities of ARV Drugs in Africa: From Emerging to Strategic Markets”, Benjamin Coriat (ed.), The Political Economy of HIV/AIDS in Developing Countries, TRIPS, Public Health Systems and Free Access, 2008, pp.78-103
Week 12 (March 29th)- Case studies in globalization: discourses and structures

Andrew T. Price-Smith, Contagion and Chaos: Disease, Ecology, and National Security in the Era of Globalization, Cambridge(MA): MIT Press, 2009, pp.1-32; 89-116

Jeremy Youde, “From Resistance to Receptivity: Transforming the HIV”AIDS Crisis into a Human Rights Issue”, Clifford Bob (ed.), The International Struggle for New Human Rights, Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2009, pp.68-83

Niranjan Kamik, “Locating HIV/AIDS and India: Cautionary Notes on the Globalization of Categories”, Science, Technology, and Human Values, 2001, 26(3): 322-48

Kavita Misra, “Politico-moral Transactions in Indian AIDS Service: Confidentiality, Rights, and New Modalities of Governance”, Anthropological Quarterly, 2006, 79 (1): 33-74

Week 13- The Legacy of Illness in the Twenty First Century: There can be no world without AIDS
Reuben M. Granich, Charles F. Gilks, Christopher Dye, Kevin M. De Cock, Brian G. Williams, “Universal voluntary HIV testing with immediate antiretroviral therapy as a strategy for elimination of HIV transmission: a mathematical model”, The Lancet, 2009, 373 (9657): 48-57
Stephanie Nolen, 28 Stories of AIDS in Africa, Toronto: Knopf, 2007, pp.1-31; 179-197.
Andriote. Victory Deferred, pp.331-421

Harold W. Jaffe, Ronald O. Valdessair, Kevin M. De Cock, “The Reemerging HIV/AIDS Epidemic in Men Who Have Sex With Men”, JAMA, 2007, 298(20) 2412-2414.
