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ABOUT THE TREATISE 

 
rom its inception, aviation has 

been international in scope. The 

first flight across the English 

Channel occurred in 1908. 

International law was soon to follow, 

with a conference to draft a treaty 

convened just two years later, 

culminating in the Paris Convention of 

1919 – the first Public International Air 

Law Convention.  

 

hat legal instrument 

subsequently was superseded by 

the Chicago Convention of 

1944, which gave birth to the 

International Civil Aviation 

Organization, headquartered in 

Montreal. Air Law has evolved and 

grown since along with the aviation 

industry. Today, there is an elaborate 

and wide ranging collection of 

international conventions, treaties, and 

agreements, as well as a highly 

developed body of domestic law having 

international application that governs 

air transport.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ublic International Air Law has 

been taught at the McGill 

University Institute of Air & 

Space Law in Montreal, Canada, 

continuously since 1951. Over the 

decades, we have refined the content of 

the course to keep pace with the 

evolution of Air Law. This work is a 

compilation of those efforts and it 

attempts to address the major legal and 

policy issues confronting the relations 

between States in international 

aviation. 

 

his publication will prove useful 

not only to the students of law 

but also to practicing lawyers, 

government officials and policymakers, 

airlines, insurers and the public 
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