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SYNOPSIS:

CARTaGENE is the largest population cohort of Quebec. It is an infrastructure consisting of a large databank
and biobank, with regulatory oversight and governance. We have recruited 40 000 individuals representing 6
metropolitan regions of the province into the program and collected detailed lifestyle, health and medical data
on these individuals, and detailed physical measurements, clinical and biochemical measures. We have also
collected whole blood, urine and have DNA and RNA available for the participants. The cohort is not disease-
specific and captures a representative cross-section of the disease-spectrum in the population. We have
conducted detailed nutrition surveys on a subset of the participants and an environmental survey, which
includes full residential information and 6-digit postal code resolution. CARTaGENE is the Quebec
representative of nation-wide cohort, the Canadian Partnership for Tomorrow Cohort (CPTP), which includes 5
regional cohorts (BC, Alberta, Ontario and the Atlantic provinces), with the aim of collecting 300 000 samples
from the population. Harmonization efforts are underway and 70% of the collected variables are harmonized
between the cohorts. CARTaGENE is the only cohort open for access, and is fully operational since 2010. It
has granted access to nearly 20 projects since 2010.

OBJECTIVES:
1. Provide and disseminate information about the contents of the cohort and the policies for accessing the
resource

2. Increase awareness for the kinds of projects that use the resource
3. Communicate the latest findings of the research carried out within the scientific arm of CARTaGENE

http://www.mcgill.ca/epi-biostat-occh/seminars/epidemiology/
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