
 
 

      

   

 

Update from the negotiations: December 1
st

 
 

Overview 

Inside Le Bourget, COP21 opened yesterday with the Leaders 

Event for Heads of State and Government. During this 

marathon event, several leaders acknowledged the 

climate/health nexus in their remarks: 

● Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau called for a 

transition to a low carbon economy for “our collective health 

and prosperity” 

● Serbian President Tomislav Nikolić and Dijbouti President 

Ismail Omar Guellah both cited the public health threats 

posed by the impacts of climate change. 

● Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi noted, ‘’[h]uman well-being and nature are indivisible” 

● The President of Guinea, Alpha Conde, linked consequences of climate change to Ebola. 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales even compared the earth to a patient on life support, 

noting that “[i]f the planet were a patient, we would have treated her long ago…’’  Although the 

mood in Paris remains sombre after the recent terror attacks, most leaders, expressing 

condolences for France’s losses, also expressed optimism with respect to the prospect of a 

strong Paris agreement, while acknowledging the relationship between climate change to 

migration and world security. 

Throughout the morning and afternoon, world leaders repeatedly called for a strong and 

ambitious binding Paris agreement with a long-term goal of an average increase in temperature 

of 2 degrees (or less). Some additional themes that emerged included the need for financing (of 

at least $100b by 2020), technology transfer, accountability for national commitments (INDCs), 

inclusion of a loss and damage mechanism, investment in capacity-building and equity in any 

agreement. Several leaders indicated that loss and damage needs to be addressed through the 

UNFCCC, and many leaders called for a legally binding agreement despite the recent opposition 

expressed by the US and Canada.  

 

[ADP] Climate Change Negotiations: Transparency & Timeline 

Climate negotiations opened with a plenary on Sunday evening. The Co-Chairs of these 

negotiations announced a proposed timeline for negotiations during the upcoming week. Of note, 

in terms of transparency, general sessions (open-ended contact group) will be broadcast whereas 

more focused negotiations (spinoff groups) will remain closed to observers, meaning that the 

most important negotiations will be inaccessible to civil society ,for input and oversight. Spin-off 

groups are expected to have begun working on Monday evening, and will address both the 

Preamble and Article 2, the two parts of the draft text which currently mention health specifically.  

The work of both the general and more focused groups is expected to conclude on Thursday (3 

Dec) and a compilation draft text is anticipated on Friday morning (4 Dec). The closing plenary of 

negotiations is scheduled for Saturday (5 Dec), and it is expected that outcome of these 

negotiations, hopefully in the form of a draft Paris agreement, will be submitted to the COP for 

consideration on Saturday afternoon and discussed the following week. 
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