
List of Faculty of Engineering Funding Programs

McGill Engineering Doctoral Award  
The McGill Engineering Doctoral Award (MEDA) program provides funding for the 
Faculty of Engineering’s most promising new doctoral students. Recipients are selected 
for the excellence of their academic and research record, including publications and 
presentations, and their potential to make a major impact on engineering research.  
Candidates are automatically considered during the PhD application process. 

There are five types of MEDA’s:

1. MEDA Domestic Direct: For Canadian and Permanent Residents who are commencing a 
doctoral program in engineering. Value of $72,000 ($24,000/year for three academic years).  

2. MEDA Domestic Leveraged: Top-up award for Canadian and Permanent Residents 
who are commencing a doctoral program in engineering and who have received an 
external fellowship from a federal or provincial government research agency (i.e. NSERC 
or FQRNT). Value of $15,000 to $48,000 depending on the amount and length of the 
external award.

3. MEDA International Direct: For international students who are commencing a 
doctoral program in engineering and who are subject to the international supplement fee. 
Value of $96,000 ($32,000/year for three academic years).  

4. MEDA International Leveraged: Top-up award for international students who are 
commencing a doctoral program in engineering and who have received an external 
fellowship from their home country’s government. Value is dependent on the amount 
and duration of the external award.

5. Mini-MEDA: For students who are commencing a doctoral program at the School of 
Architecture or the School of Urban Planning. Value of $42,000 ($14,000/year for  
three academic years) or value of full Direct or Leveraged MEDA.  

McGill University’s Faculty of Engineering strives to allow students to focus their full-attention on their education and 
research by minimizing financial worries.  Generous support from donors, government agencies and research partners 
allow our Faculty to offer a variety of competitive awards to new and continuing graduate students. In 2010/11, Faculty 
of Engineering full-time doctoral students received an average annual support of $30,600, and full-time research 
master’s students received an average of $16,000.  This support is offered through a variety of mechanisms that include 
internal fellowships and awards, external research fellowships, research assistantships, teaching assistantships and 
other university employment. Below you will find a list of major awards offered to graduate students in the Faculty of 
Engineering. Additional awards are available through other McGill units, including the departments and schools that 
comprise the Faculty of Engineering.
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Doing my PhD at McGill gave 
me the opportunity to work on a 
multidisciplinary project involving cell 
biology, dentistry and engineering; 
and to bring together theory and 
reality. It challenged my strengths 
and took them to the next level. 
Undoubtedly, it would be impossible 
to accomplish such a challenging 
phase of my life without McGill's 
financial supports including a  
McGill Engineering Doctoral Award."
—  Mahdi Dargahi, Doctoral student, 

Department of Chemical Engineering
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research & Graduate Education office 
Faculty of Engineering, McGill University

Email: research.engineering@mcgill.ca 
tel: +1 (514) 398-2913
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Other Mechanisms to Fund  
Your Graduate Studies at McGill

•  Award offered by your department or school
• Stipend from a faculty member
• Teaching assistantships (TA) 
• Research assistantships (RA)
•  Government research agencies 

(i.e. CIHR, NSERC, SSHRC FQRNT, FQRSC, FRSQ) 
•  International student government awards 

(i.e. PBEEE, Vanier CGS, Trudeau Foundation) 
•  Foreign government awards for  

study in Canada 
•  Government student loan 
•  McGill student loan

Masters and Doctoral Awards

McGill Engineering International tuition Award 
The McGill Engineering International Tuition Award is available to international students 
who are commencing a doctoral program at McGill’s Faculty of Engineering and who are 
subject to the international supplement fee. If a PhD supervisor commits a minimum 
stipend of $19,000/year, the Faculty of Engineering will provide an additional $8,000/year 
towards the international PhD supplement fee. This award may be offered for one, two or 
three years. Candidates are automatically considered during the application process.

Master’s to PhD fast-track Award 
The Master’s to PhD Fast-Track Award is available to high-calibre applicants to 
engineering programs who are identified by their perspective supervisor to have the 
potential to fast-track to PhD studies after only one year of Master’s level studies.  
This award offers a total of $87,000 over four years ($15,000 for 12 months of Master’s 
study and $24,000/year for three years of PhD study). The student must commence 
the PhD program after 12 months of Master’s study. Candidates are automatically 
considered during the Master’s application process.

Master’s top-up Award 
The Master’s Top-Up Award is available to Master’s students who have received an 
external fellowship from a federal or provincial government research agency (i.e. NSERC 
or FQRNT). The award provides $5,000/ year, for one or two years, corresponding to the 
duration of the external award. To be nominated for this award, candidates must notify 
their Department or School that they are in receipt of an external award. 

Graduate Excellence fellowship  
The Graduate Excellence Fellowship is available to both Master’s and Doctoral students, 
and may be awarded to both new and continuing graduate students.  Values vary. Only 
students in Research Master’s programs within their first two years of study (M1-M2) 
and PhD students in the first five years (PhD1-PhD5) are eligible. To be nominated for 
this award, candidates must contact their Department or School. 

Travel Awards

Graduate research Enhancement and travel Award 
The Graduate Research Enhancement and Travel Award supports graduate student 
travel to conferences and research-enhancement activities. 

Graduate research Mobility Award 
The Graduate Research Mobility Award supports graduate student travel outside of 
Canada for research, fieldwork and training (non-conference) purposes.  

Values vary. Only students in Research Master’s programs within their first two years  
of study (M1-M2) and PhD students in in the first five years (PhD1-PhD5) are eligible.  
To be nominated for this award, candidates must contact their Department or School.

(Funding Programs Cont'd)

As a recipient of the [Ad-hoc MEDA] 
award, I am fortunate to be able 
to assist in the teaching of highly 
respected and internationally known 
courses, wherein focussing full-time 
on scholarship and related activities 
allows me the unique chance to 
concentrate on a single body of work." 
—  olaf Lewis recktenwald  

Doctoral Student, School of Architecture

The award [Masters Top-up Award] 
has definitely helped fulfill my 
financial needs, allowing me to focus 
entirely on my research and my 
graduate courses. They are also  
great additions to my resume when 
applying for PhD studies at the top 
engineering schools around the world."
—  Andy shih, Masters Student 

Department of Electrical and  
Computer Engineering
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