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Faculty Council 

MINUTES 
October 22, 2013, 10 am 

Room 233 
 
 
Present:  
Elected Members: Prof. Martin Drapeau, Prof. Nancy Heath, Prof. Lise Winer, Prof. Teresa Strong-Wilson, 
Prof. Enrique Garcia, Prof. David Pearsall, Prof. Charles Antoine Julien, Prof. Scott Conrod, Mr. Michael 
Canavan, Mr. Dean Thomson, Mr. Jason Lister  
 
Non-elected members: Prof. Dilson Rassier (Chair), Prof. Elizabeth Wood, Prof. Alain Breuleux, Prof. Julie 
Côté, Prof. Ralf St-Clair,  Prof. France Bouthillier, Prof. Robert Vallerand, Ms. Maya Kucij, Ms. Allyson 
Noftall 
 
Regrets: Prof. Kimiz Dalkir, Prof. Elaine Ménard, Prof. René Turcotte, Ms. Fernanda Soler Urzua, Ms. Kady 
Patterson 
 
1. Centraide Campaign –  

Ms. Tracy Nguyen from the Faculty of Management gave a brief presentation on the University’s 
Centraide campaign.  All staff members may register online if they wish to have a donation deducted 
via payroll.  This can also be done by filling out a form and sending it on to payroll via internal mail.  
 

2. Chair’s Remarks 
The Dean welcomed everyone and opened the first Council meeting of the 2013-2014 academic year. 
He then gave a brief update on the status of the Faculty’s Constitution and the changes that were 
made to it during the last academic year.  The Dean shared with Council that all the changes had been 
sent on to the Secretariat by the previous dean this past June. Given that he had not heard anything 
since the documents had been sent, he then spoke with the Secretary General Mr. Stephen Strople 
and was told that at this time, a subcommittee of Senate has been mandated to review constitutions 
across the University. The Dean therefore suggested to provisionally move forward with the changes 
to the constitution pending their approval.  He suggested that we move forward with the Faculty 
Council Steering Committee that was approved at the March 13, 2013 meeting. As such, with 
Council’s approval, members were selected from the elected Council members as follows: Chair, Prof. 
Rassier, Department representatives: Professors Strong-Wilson (DISE), Pearsall (KPE), Drapeau (ECP) 
and Julien (SIS), Non-Academic representative: Mr. Canavan, EGSS representative: Mr. Lister, EdUS 
representative: Ms. Patterson. 
A discussion on the frequency of Council meetings then took place. It was decided that Council 
members would hold dates in case there was a need to meet for specific urgent issues or APC 
approvals. Council then moved forward to approve the meeting’s agenda.  
 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA of October 22, 2013 
Prof. Winer moved and Prof. Drapeau seconded the motion to approve the Agenda as circulated.  
MOTION CARRIED 

 
 

 



4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of May 21, 2013 
Prof. Julien moved and Mr. Lister seconded the motion to approve the Minutes of May 21, 2013 with 
minor changes. 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
5. Follow up on Meetings with the Provost 

The Dean gave a brief update on the two Town Hall meetings that took place in the Faculty with the 
Provost about the potential departure of the School of Information Studies and the Department of 
Kinesiology and Physical Education from the Faculty.  At this time, both departments are still 
discussing their options and no decision has been made. The Provost would like to move forward this 
fall with the call for the new Dean and as such has expressed his wish that decisions are made swiftly 
so that the job advertisement can be crafted and that the search can move ahead.   
 

6. Standing committees update 
The Dean updated Council on the Faculty’s standing committees. He told Council that last spring, the 
Nominating Committee selected potential members for all the Faculty’s standing committees from 
their respective departments. The task was time consuming and not easy given many factors 
including; workload, the lack of honour that is given to service, and one’s availability.  As such, many 
people declined, and then new names were put forward and so on until all the committees’ 
memberships were filled. A discussion ensued about this year’s memberships and it was decided for 
continuity reasons, past members from some of the committees could be invited to the first couple of 
meetings in order to provide context and historical information, or individuals could be invited as 
special guests.  
 

7. Clarification on the Academic Policy Committee Clarification 
The Dean and Prof. Wood clarified that APC can approve most changes without going to council and 
this is already the practice. There is flexibility with APC dates and with the frequency of Council 
meetings this issue is solved.  
 

8. Question regarding room 233 (Appendix 221013Q1) 
Answer:  
Prof. Breuleux, the Associate Dean for Infrastructure, spoke to this question. He shared with Council 
that the Smart Board in room 233 does work, but that there is a problem with a cable.  When using 
the Smart Board it is suggested to request a VGA cable from Besha in ICS.  Information about the 
cable is being prepared and will be posted on the podium. A request for a quote to install a ceiling 
data projector has been submitted.  The Smart Board is actually used as a data projector. The Smart 
Board will be moved so that students in the BEd program can be trained to use it as Smart Boards are 
used frequently in schools. Moving forward, Prof. Breuleux suggested that issues with IT equipment 
could be brought forth to the department representatives of the IT working group or to him directly 
and not to Council. Prof. Strong-Wilson mentioned that she felt that this specific issue was a matter 
that affected the entire Faculty.  
 

9. Motion regarding the Quebec Charter of Values (Appendix 221013M1) 
Mr. Lister, EGSS’ representative, gave a brief introduction on the reasoning of the motion. Discussion 
ensued and it was the opinion of some Council members that not enough information was provided 
on the Charter and McGill’s statement in order to make an informed vote. Moreover, there has not 
been any discussion on this topic at the department level. Given these reasons, Prof. Winer moved 



and Prof. Heath seconded to table the motion. Council voted as follows:  7 for, 1 against, 0 
abstentions- the motion was tabled.   
 

 
10. Consultations and Reports 

a. Associate Dean Academic Programs 
Prof. Elizabeth Wood, the Associate Dean for Academic Programs reported that APC’s first meeting 
will be taking place next Monday. She did not have anything major to report at this time.   
b. Executive  Director Student Affairs 
Prof. Kimiz Dalkir, the Executive Director for Student Affairs was absent and therefore no report was 
given.   
c. Associate Dean Graduate Studies 
Prof. Julie Côté, the Associate Dean for Graduate Studies, told Council that the first meeting of the 
Committee for Graduate Studies took place. Questions on the membership of this committee were 
discussed and it was decided that Prof. Lise Winer will be invited to the next meeting in order to 
provide some continuity to the committee from last year.  
 
d. Associate Dean Infrastructure 
Prof. Alain Breuleux, the Associate Dean for Infrastructure, gave Council a brief update on 
infrastructure projects for the Faculty of Education.  
 
e. Liaison Librarian and Coordinator 
Ms. Maya Kucij gave an update on changes to the collections and services of the Library including the 
main Education Collection that is now available on the second floor of the Humanities and Social 
Sciences Library. She reminded Council that they are still in a state of transition, and in response to a 
question from Prof. Strong-Wilson she affirmed that it is still the intention of the Library to assess its 
new form after a 12-18 month period. 
f. EGSS  
Mr. Jason Lister gave a brief update on EGSS business. He shared with Council that EGSS remains 
committed to equity and diversity as well as the advocating of student inclusion on Faculty and 
department committees.  
 

11. Varia 
The meeting adjourned at 11:10 am.  
 


