
 

 

ECE FAQs 
 

 
 
1. What is the Add/Drop Deadline?  
 
The last day to add at least 1 course to avoid late registration fees: Saturday, August 14th 
 
Add/Drop deadline:  Tuesday, September 14th 
 

 
2. What is the withdrawal Deadline? 
 
Withdrawal with refund: Tuesday, September 21st 
Withdrawal without refund: Tuesday, October 26th 
 
 
3. Where can I find my 2021-2022 program curriculum? 
 
You can access the curricula here: https://www.mcgill.ca/ece/undergrad/information. 
 

 
4. I am having trouble registering for a course. MINERVA gives me one of the 
following error messages: 

Prerequisite/Test-Score Error: Ensure that you have passed the corequisite or registered 
simultaneously in the corequisite course(s) and have passed the prerequisite course(s). All core 
courses (prerequisites & corequisites) must be passed with a grade of C or better. 

Faculty/Major Restriction: Ensure that this course is open for students in the ECE 
Department.  

In order to register for a course, a student must have satisfied all the prerequisite courses.  

 

5. What do I do if a course is full? 

Some courses may be full before your registration date because returning students have 
registration priority. Continue to try to register as students may drop courses until the add/drop 
period. We will ensure that you find a place in the core courses that you need to take as listed in 
your sample curriculum except for CCOM 206 and FACC 300 which have limited enrollment. 

A course labeled Temporarily Closed means that the department may be working on that 
particular section as per the request of the instructor or the timetable coordinator. There is the 
possibility that the course will remain closed for the semester. Please check back again soon. 

 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/ece/undergrad/information


 

 

6. What is the maximum number of credits I can take per semester? 
 
The maximum number of credits a student is permitted to take per term is 18 credits.  To be 
considered a full-time student, a student must be registered for a minimum of 12 credits. 
 
7. Can I take a course listed in a future semester on the course program 
structure, in my first semester? 
 
If you satisfy the prerequisites you can, but it is strongly suggested that you follow the curriculum. 
Deviating from the proposed program structure can lead to scheduling conflicts in upcoming 
semesters, which can be difficult or impossible to avoid. 

 
 
8.  May I use the S/U (Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory) grading option for core 
courses?   
 
No, the S/U option is only available for general complementary courses and Natural Science 
courses.  If a grade of S (Satisfactory) is earned, then these courses can be counted for credit. 
A grade of U (Unsatisfactory) doesn't count for credit and does not affect GPA.   
 
Important note: to get S, a student must earn a C or better in the course.   
 
The S/U option must be coded by the add/drop deadline. 

 
 
9. Where can I find the list of approved General Complementary Courses; 
Group A (Impact) & Group B (Humanities & Social Sciences)?   
 
The list of approved general complementary courses may be found at: 
https://www.mcgill.ca/ece/undergrad/information/complementarystudies. 
 

 
10.  Where can I find the list of pre-approved/not approved Elective courses? 
  
For the list of pre-approved/not approved elective courses, please see:  
https://www.mcgill.ca/ece/undergrad/information/electives-students-admitted-fall-2018-and-
onwards. 
 
Students must get approval from the ECE Undergraduate Office when they choose their elective 
course, unless it's on the pre-approved list. 
 
Elective courses must be passed with a grade of C or better.   
Elective courses cannot be used under the S/U option.   
 
 

11. I don’t have my transfer credits yet, what can I do? 
 

• Carefully read through our “Instructional Newly Admitted Transfer 
Credit Process Guide” which can be found here.  

https://www.mcgill.ca/ece/undergrad/information/complementarystudies
https://www.mcgill.ca/ece/undergrad/information/electives-students-admitted-fall-2018-and-onwards
https://www.mcgill.ca/ece/undergrad/information/electives-students-admitted-fall-2018-and-onwards
https://www.mcgill.ca/engineering/students/undergraduate/new-students/transfer-credits


 

 

• If after reading through the slides you require guidance on Transfer credits and 
course registration, please attend one of our Drop-in sessions below: 

  

All sessions are on Wednesday’s from 4-5 p.m EST. 

• June 16
th

  

• July 14
th

  

• August 4
th

 

• August 11
th

 

• August 18
th

  

  

• You can also book one-on-one appointments by clicking “Transfer credits” to 
find availabilities.  

 

12. When can I take my Science Placement (AP) exam? 

(Year 0 Level Courses only) 
Eligible only in term of admission: If you believe that you have completed the equivalent of one 
or more university-level mathematics or science courses, but do not have acceptable certification 
to that effect, you may be eligible to write admission placement exams in linear algebra, biology, 
chemistry, math or physics.  Please consult the Exam website for details.  

 
13.  I have completed Calculus III at CEGEP. Can I receive advanced credits 
for MATH 262?  
 
No, students who have completed Calculus III at CEGEP must register and complete MATH 262 
at McGill. We do not offer any placement exam for MATH 262. 
 
14.  Is it possible to switch programs within the department? 
 
Students wishing to transfer within ECE, please refer to the MESC page for more information. 
For more information, please refer to: https://www.mcgill.ca/ece/undergrad/information/intra-
departmental-transfer-ece. 
 

15. What kind of computer should I have to complete coursework in 
Engineering? 
 
For most courses, a Windows 10 computer with an Intel i5 8th generation CPU with 8GB RAM 
and 256GB of storage (ideally SSD) would suffice, however, we recommend a minimum i7 CPU 
with 16GB RAM and at least 512GB storage. This should provide enough computing power for 
most courses and software packages. Check with your department to see if additional computing 
needs are required for specific programs. 

 
 
 
 

https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/89916282490
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/89916282490
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/83931159579
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/83931159579
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/87522138928
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/87522138928
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/82446177944
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/82446177944
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/84414604939
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/84414604939
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/84414604939
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/McGillEngineeringStudentCentreMESC1@McGill.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://www.mcgill.ca/students/exams/dates/science
https://www.mcgill.ca/engineering/students/undergraduate/advising-programs/readmission-faculty-transfers
https://www.mcgill.ca/ece/undergrad/information/intra-departmental-transfer-ece
https://www.mcgill.ca/ece/undergrad/information/intra-departmental-transfer-ece


 

 

16. Where can I find more information on Internships? 
 
Please refer to the following website; https://www.mcgill.ca/careers4engineers/engineering-
internship-program or email intern.engineering@mcgill.ca  
 
 

17. How do I register for a minor program? 
 
Please consult the Undergraduate Calendar or the Engineering website at Minors for a complete 
list of the minors that are available to you. 
 
The minor registration form can be found here: 
https://www.mcgill.ca/engineering/students/undergraduate/advising-programs/minor-
programs. 
 
There is no deadline to apply as long as you apply for the minor before you complete your degree. 

 
 

18. How do I schedule an appointment with an adviser? 
 
To schedule an appointment, please go to: 
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/ECEAdvisingAppointment@McGill.onmic
rosoft.com/bookings/. 
 
Appointments for new students will begin August 26, 2021. 
 
19. Who can I contact if I have other questions? 
 
Please feel free to contact our team here. 

 
 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/careers4engineers/engineering-internship-program
https://www.mcgill.ca/careers4engineers/engineering-internship-program
https://www.mcgill.ca/careers4engineers/engineering-internship-program
mailto:intern.engineering@mcgill.ca
https://www.mcgill.ca/engineering/students/undergraduate/advising-programs/minor-programs
https://www.mcgill.ca/engineering/students/undergraduate/advising-programs/minor-programs
https://www.mcgill.ca/engineering/students/undergraduate/advising-programs/minor-programs
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/ECEAdvisingAppointment@McGill.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/ECEAdvisingAppointment@McGill.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://mcgill.ca/ece/facultystaff/under

