
The Bloomsday 2012 Montréal project was inspired by moderator David 
Schurman’s MCLL study group on “Ulysses”. David and Judith Schurman 
did yeoman service to this project and, with the assistance of their 
committee, achieved a resounding success. Festivities were held all over 
downtown Montréal, including McGill University, the McCord Museum, 
Atwater Library, The Segal Centre for Performing Arts and many of the 
city’s Irish pubs. Featured events on June 14-16  included lectures, photo 
exhibits, recitations and songs from “Ulysses”, storytelling, dramatic  
presentations, Irish dancing, films and documentaries, a walk through 
historic Griffintown and public readings from novel in English, French and 
Italian. 

The McGill Community for Lifelong Learning (MCLL) acknowledges 
the generous support of the R. Howard Webster Foundation.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

The new year for MCLL (starting 
June 1) has got off to a flying 
start.  We have just completed a 
wonderful Bloomsday weekend, 
in which many of you 
participated.  I would like to 
thank Judith and David 
Schurman, the prime movers, and 

all their team for an incredibly successful program 
with 23 events, ranging from lectures, readings and 
films to pub crawls, including the Bloomsday Spring 
Fling at McLean’s Pub.  These are covered elsewhere 
in this Courier. 
 
We have only just started the year so we do not have 
a great deal to report on from Council.  For the 
coming year, however, I would like to suggest that an 
expanded membership and a younger demographic be 
our priority.  As I see it, more members are essential 
to keeping us viable, in terms of both our programs 
and financially. Five years ago we had one to two 
hundred more members than today. One hundred 
additional members would translate into about 
$20,000 a year additional revenue with very few 
additional expenses.  In time more members will 
likely also lead to more moderators and more study 
groups and lectures. 
   
Some activities aimed at attracting new members 
have already happened. First, the successful 
Bloomsday significantly boosted awareness and 
visibility of MCLL in Montréal.  Second, we now 
have a dynamic short video about MCLL – who we 
are and what we do- which you will soon see; it will 
be on our website, available to show to potential 
members, to send to retirement planning functions, 
etc.  The video was made by Philip Mongeau, Mary 
Ann’s brother, and planned, organized and managed 
by a sub-committee of the Planning Committee;  
thanks to all of them and to the ‘stars’ of the film – 
the members of the study groups and those  
interviewed.  Both of the above activities fit neatly 
into our expanded membership efforts for the year. 
The fall workshop, on October 19, is the next in line. 
Its title, “Innovation and Involvement” captures the 
objective of the workshop:   to involve a significant 
number of members in making constructive, 
practicable suggestions for the guidance of MCLL 
leadership to increase the membership and innovate in 
our activities and programs. We also want to help 
build a sense of community and open lines of 

communication.  The fall term will have a full 
program of about 50 study groups with our usual 
eclectic range of topics.  Registration will start in the 
first week of August. 
 
I would like to thank Council members who are 
leaving after many years of hard work:  Sandra Frisby 
as Past President; our Treasurer, Alta Abramowitz; 
Michael McCusker, chairman of the Development 
Committee; David Schurman, Chairman of IT; Judith 
Schurman, Volunteer Coordinator and Ruth Allan 
Rigby, Secretary.  At the same time, I welcome the 
new members of Council:  Margaret  Suttie, our new 
VP; Helen Forsyth, Treasurer; Marlene Chan, taking 
over the chair of the Development Committee,  and 
those who have returned in a new role: Fiona Clark, 
chairing IT; Robbie Robinson now chairing the 
Planning Committee; and Liz Parish, the Volunteer 
Coordinator.  It augurs for a very effective Council. 
 

Colin Hudson 
President 

 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
 

The Wonderful Wednesdays 
program will be in full swing by 
the time you read this. We hope 
you will enjoy some of the very 
interesting lectures being offered. 

The fall 2012 program is now 
fully completed and will have gone to the printers by 
the time you get this newsletter. We are very 
fortunate in having sufficient proposals to fill the 
Study Group Schedule (all but one slot on Monday at 
9:30). This has involved some to-ing and fro-ing in 
order to try and satisfy everybody’s time slot requests, 
but we are very pleased to have such a rich program. 
The lecture program is also very full with 23 Friday 
lectures, five Saturday get-togethers, and a new area 
of learning consisting of nine ‘Tech Savvy 
Workshops’ aimed at providing more know-how on 
the use of the new technologies at our disposal. 

We are also launching a discussion group on ‘Let’s 
Talk Opera’ led by Bill Wees and Rory O’Sullivan to 
talk about the Met HD opera broadcasts.  

So, here’s to a happy and healthy fall Term. 

                               Paul Terni 
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EDITORIAL 
Celebrations have bloomed to epic 
proportions, way beyond the 
streets of Dublin since 1954, the 
50th anniversary of the events in 
Joyce’s novel “Ulysses”. Montréal 
has joined the increasing number 
of cities throughout Europe, the 
Americas, Asia and Oceania 
celebrating the event. Even the 

prestigious Guardian (Saturday 16 June 2012) took 
notice: “Bloomsday festivities are taking place in 
cities from Montréal to Buenos Aires”.  
 

The MCLL Newsletter Committee is happy to present 
the "Talk of the Town Award" to Judith and David 
Schurman and their team: Matthew Barlow, Maggie 
Benfield, Helen Forsyth, Robert Foster, Marie 
Lambert, Beverly McGuire, Alex Megelas, Tony 
Wait and Catherine Watson, for their leadership in 
bringing us this signal event, a conspicuous 
achievement by any reckoning. They attained their 
objective of uniting Montréal’s Joyce enthusiasts with 
their counterparts throughout the rest of the world 
and, in so doing, their efforts have helped to increase 
MCLL visibility. 
 

I was impressed yet again with my former professor 
of Irish Studies at Concordia, Dr. Michael Kenneally, 
who launched the event. After many years of teaching 
and lecturing, he never seems to be at a loss to find 
new things to say about Joyce or “Ulysses”. 
 

The pictures on the cover pages of this issue of The 
Courier are intended to give the flavour of the 
Bloomsday festivities. Many thanks to all who kindly 
sent me photographs and write-ups of events they 
attended.  
 

Other contributions include a piece by Harold 
Entwistle, an elaboration of his earlier article in The 
Gazette, and two articles on exceptional MCLL 
women members who can be seen as role models. 
 

Wishing everybody an enjoyable summer and hoping 
to see you all in the fall, 
 

Charlotte French 

Official Launch of Bloomsday 2012 
Montréal: “The Achievement of 
Joyce’s Ulysses”  
by Dr. Michael Kenneally 
 

The speaker at the launch of 
Bloomsday 2012 was Dr. 
Michael Kenneally from 
Concordia University. He is the 
inaugural holder of the Chair in 
Canadian Irish Studies and 
Director of the Centre for 
Canadian Irish Studies. He was 
appointed Honorary Consul 

General for Ireland in Québec in 2003.  
 

Here is my stream of consciousness response on 
hearing “The Achievements of James Joyce” by Dr. 
Kenneally who gave me the freedom to experiment 
and enjoy the reading of “Ulysses”. Others stress only 
the challenge, the difficulty and the perseverance 
required. Michael talked of rewards and pleasures: the 
careful structuring and experimental prose - full of 
puns, parodies, and allusions, together with its rich 
characterizations and broad humor. Others speak only 
of struggle and difficulty. Michael spoke of 
wonderful allusions to history and works by other 
writers. Others refer to endless reference books and 
analysis required to accompany the reading. 
 

As Michael, with his great experience of helping 
students enjoy the novel, emphasized, “Ulysses” is an 
open-ended novel that anyone can dip into and enjoy 
the free-flowing narrative, the level of prose so close 
to music, the panoramic scope and all the cultural 
references.  
 

After all, we are also wanderers finding our place and 
so can identify with many parts of the three characters 
and the city. I embrace my promise to read beyond 
the first few chapters and enjoy the process before 
Bloomsday 2013.  

Ruth Allan Rigby 
 
 

 

 

 

Long-time MCLL member and 
former Editor of the newsletter, 
Alison Lee, passed away last April. 
Sincere condolences to her family. 
Her memory will live on at MCLL 
through the carefully edited 
newsletters she produced.  
Verba Volant, Scripta Manent.
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Lecture by Dr. Denis Sampson: 
“Joyce’s Way: Brian Moore in 
Montréal”  
 

Guest Lecturer Denis Sampson 
was born in Ireland. After 
completing an MA at University 
College Dublin in 1970, he moved 
to Montréal and has lived here 
ever since. He studied at McGill, 
wrote his PhD dissertation on 
D.H. Lawrence and E.M. Forster, 

and taught in the English Department at Vanier 
College. His books are Brian Moore: The 
Chameleon Novelist and Young John McGahern: 
Becoming a Novelist, (Oxford University Press) 
 
Room 241 at MCLL was filled to capacity for Denis 
Sampson’s lecture  Joyce’s Way: Brian Moore in 
Montréal, where he revealed how Moore became a 
novelist in Montréal in the fifties, inspired by Joyce, 
and then wrote Joycean books (sometimes set here 
in Montréal). Brian Moore (1921-1999) twice won 
the Governor General’s Award, and was nominated 
for the Booker Prize three times.  
 
Sampson tells how Moore was first attracted to James 
Joyce’s “Ulysses” by happening upon a copy of the 
novel hidden at a friend’s house and searching it for 
racy parts. He surreptitiously left with the two 
volumes and carried them with him for the rest of his 
life. Brian Moore greatly admired Joyce and the 
latter’s influence can be felt in many of his works. 
 
Drawing parallels between several of Moore’s and 
Joyce’s characters, Sampson pinpointed their 
similarities and differences: Father Quigley (The 
Lonely Passion of Judith Hearne) and Father Arnall 
(A Portrait of the Artist As a Young Man); Mary 
Dunn (I am Mary Dunne) and Molly Bloom 
(Ulysses); Judith Hearne (The Lonely Passion of 
Judith Hearne) and Stephen Dedalus (the Artist as a 
Young Man); and Ginger Coffey (The Luck of Ginger 
Coffey) and Leopold Bloom (Ulysses). These 
characters help to personify some recurrent Joycean 
themes such as loss of faith and cultural alienation.  
 
Like Joyce, Moore saw the merits of a writer’s 
leaving his homeland in order to achieve what he 
thought a writer should be, namely, an exile and a 
rebel, as well as a man who would sacrifice his life to 
the practice of his art. Like his hero, Brian Moore 

chose to exile himself and Montréal became, in 
Sampson’s opinion, “Moore’s Trieste”. Montréal 
features prominently in Moore’s writings reminiscent 
of the way Dublin figures in Joyce’s works.   
 
In his concluding remarks, Denis Sampson gives the 
Montréal-Dublin relationship an interesting twist. The 
description of the snow scene in the last paragraph of 
Joyce’s The Dead, prompts Sampson to facetiously 
suggest that, since it was unlikely that “snow was 
general all over Ireland”, Joyce must, at some point, 
have made a quick visit to Montréal.  
 

C. F. 
 
Lecture by Dr. Michael McCusker  
“The Eyes of James Joyce:  
An Ophthalmologist’s Perspective” 
 

A McGill University graduate in 
medicine, Michael McCusker 
specialized in ophthalmology. 
Upon retirement, he joined MCLL 
and has since moderated several 
science related study groups. He 
served as President in 2007-2008.  
 

Michael talked about his first exposure to James 
Joyce which, he said, “naturally focused on Molly 
Bloom's soliloquy and her very long stream of 
consciousness way of saying “yes”.  “Nice going, 
Molly,” said Michael teasingly, “thanks for the 
insight”.  
 
He later read in a medical journal the history of 
James Joyce’s eye problems and was intrigued. The 
attempts of doctors to help Joyce involved many 
medical and surgical treatments. Indeed, James 
Joyce sought the help of about 35 different doctors 
and underwent several unsuccessful eye operations, 
sometimes with serious surgical complications. He 
was not a good patient, did not comply with the 
professional advice of his doctors, failed to keep 
appointments and perhaps even treated himself on 
occasion. Ultimately, Joyce became functionally 
blind. 
 
Some researchers speculated venereal disease was 
one of the possible causes of his troubles and this 
was even considered by Joyce himself. However, in 
the early 20th century, the acquisition of sexually 
transmitted diseases, although a common 
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occurrence, carried a stigma. For an Irish Catholic 
especially, this particular source of infection was 
not too “kosher”, as Michael said, and was excluded 
from public discussion. 
 
The lecturer illustrated his presentation with 
photographs from the life of Joyce and showed 
diagrams of the anatomy and physiology of the 
human eye, explaining the author’s troubles. 
Referring to Richard Ellman’s definitive biography, 
he mentioned that, to his surprise, he had found 
some medical errors in this text, some of which he 
referred to in the lecture.   
 
As a conclusion, Michael asked rhetorically whether 
James Joyce would have fared better today than he 
did in his own time. Yes, undoubtedly. The 
ophthalmologists of today have better medicines, 
diagnostic tools and surgical instruments. So James 
Joyce’s eyes might have been better cared for, but 
his way of seeing the world would likely have 
remained unchanged. 
 
Comments and observations by the participants 
created a lively discussion. Thanks were extended to 
Michael for a most interesting presentation.  
 

  C. F. 
 
 

Photo exhibit and lecture  

by Kate Hutchinson:  
“Ulysses – A Personal Journey” 

As part of the Bloomsday celebrations, a selection of 
photographs from Kate Hutchinson’s collection 
entitled Ulysses, a personal journey, were exhibited 
at the Atwater Library. The exhibit featured 
photographs of the artist and her father taken at 
different sites in Dublin related to the book. As 
Hutchinson indicated: “The modernist novel 
“Ulysses” always felt very personal to me. My 
great-great grandfather Joseph Hutchinson was Lord 
Mayor of Dublin on June 16, 1904, and he is 
mentioned more than once in the book. 
Furthermore, Joseph’s son attended classes with 
James Joyce at Belvedere College, a school that my 
grandfather and father also attended. These stories 
and connections to Joyce form the fabric that 
weaves my family lore”.  

 

 
With regards to her photographs Hutchinson 
continues: “This photo was taken in Sandycove at the 
old swimming spot, ‘The Forty Foot’. My father loves 
to swim there every time he goes to Dublin and for 
this image he agreed to swim in the cold Irish Sea just 
after sunrise (at about 5:30 am). In James Joyce’s 
“Ulysses” the medical student roommate of Stephen 
(the artist) swims at ‘The Forty Foot’ in the morning 
while Stephen watches. And so, having my father the 
doctor swim while I photographed seemed 
appropriate to our adaptation and reclamation of the 
novel”.                                                

 
 
This self-portrait shows Kate Hutchinson and her 
father relaxing over a pint at Kavanagh’s, also known 
as The Gravedigger’s Pub, which is featured in 
“Ulysses”. 
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The opening event celebrating 
Bloomsday Montréal 2012  
 

This took place at the Atwater Library featuring 
Concordia University's Dr. Dana Hearne, who 
introduced and moderated the event, as well as talking 
about the central importance of Nora Barnacle in 
James Joyce's life and writing. Dr. Gus O'Gorman 
(founder of Comhrá a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the speaking and promotion of the Irish 
language) performed a selection of readings from 
Joyce’s “Ulysses” and Beverly McGuire from 
Concordia University Department of Music 
accompanied by pianist Kris Epps, sang some of the 
best loved songs associated with this great novel.  
 

Historical walk in Griffintown with 
David Hanna 
 

David Hanna is a Professor 
of Urban Affairs and 
Tourism in the School of 
Management at Université du 
Québec à Montréal. 
 
A crowd gathered to meet 
David Hanna at Victoria 
Square metro exit for a 
walking tour of Griffintown,  
the once working-class 
neighbourhood stretching as 
far north as Notre-Dame 

street and bounded in the east by McGill street and in 
the west by Guy.  
 
It started by walking over to see the one remaining 
house of the area belonging to Stanley Bagg. We then 
heard the “Irish” story of how in 1791, Thomas 
McCord signed a 99-year lease of the Nazareth fief 
for this area. In 1796, while McCord was in England, 
his business associate fraudulently sold the lease to 
Mary Griffin. Griffin planned a subdivision where 
lots would be rented and the revenue shared by 
herself and the nuns. This situation lasted until the 
lengthy legal intrigues caught up with her. But it was 
her name that remained associated with this area. 
 
On the west side of the Bonaventure expressway 
however, the walk morphed into an all too familiar 
story of neighbourhood renewal and local populations 
opposing huge plans of multinational developers, in 
this case Devimco. Fortunately for the locals, the 
bank debacle of 2008 removed US money from the 

equation, giving time for a more thoughtful inclusion 
of the population in decision-making against a 
Montréal municipality which does not seem to favour 
heritage. We heard of the intriguing theme of a 
Cultural Corridor : “Nous proposons l’extension d’un 
corridor artistique et patrimonial s’étendant le long 
d’un axe est-ouest dans ce secteur sud-ouest de notre 
ville.  Il a pour objet d’adapter et de mettre en valeur 
les sites d’intérêt architectural et historique existants 
aux fins les plus diverses : événements culturels 
communautaires, galeries privées, économusées, cafés 
artistiques, restaurants, école d’art, studios d’artistes”. 
 
This excited the interest of the group who wanted to 
show their support. Marie-Josée Lambert later 
circulated an email to the group to elicit ideas of how 
we as a group can “do our bit to protect our Montréal 
heritage and voice our opinion to City Hall”. She 
offered to be a moderator/rassembleur to collect our 
opinions and comments. This remains a walking tour 
with a future encouraged and awakened by David 
Hanna’s passion for heritage and local input.  
 
 

Ruth Allan Rigby 
 

Bloomsday Breakfast with Montréal 
storyteller Don Pidgeon  
 

A very hearty Bloomsday 
Breakfast was served 
(thankfully no steak and  kidney 
pie) at the Old Dublin Pub 
which brought a dozen or so 
Joycean aficionados to hear 
guest of honour Don Pidgeon, 
the United Irish Societies' 

historian and a former Griffintowner, speak on 
nostalgic memories about growing up in Irish in 
Griffintown and loving the tightknit community. 
Later, it was heartbreaking for him to witness the 
flattening of the huge areas to make room for the 
Bonaventure Expressway; and again, in the 70s, the 
wrecking ball returning to demolish the beloved St. 
Ann’s parish church and Academy. The final blow 
came in 1990, when the city gave Griffintown a new 
name. “It’s like saying the Irish never existed 
there”, said Pidgeon, “but you can’t bulldoze 
memories, and the spirit of Griffintown is 
irrepressible”. The name has since been restored 
although the relentless transformation goes on. 
 

Michael McCusker 
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Dramatized readings by Kathleen Fee 

 At the Irish Embassy Pub, actress 
Kathleen Fee offered dramatized 
readings as Molly Bloom from the 
Penelope Episode of Ulysses. 
".....he said I was a flower of the 
mountain yes so we are all flowers 
of a woman's body yes that was one 
true thing he said in his life and the 
sun shines for you today yes..."  

Kathleen Fee’s recitation of this passage made Molly 
Bloom’s character come alive. People’s attention was 
riveted, hanging on to each and every word. You 
could hear a pin drop (a rarity in a pub). The 
expressive reading of this passage gave us insight into 
Joyce’s understanding of a woman’s psyche.  

 Henry Nesvadba (Dramatis Personae) 

Joycean entertainment on the McGill 
Campus at James Place 
  
The various events flowed smoothly thanks to  
Emcees Nola Brunelle and Sandra Frisby who  
introduced and gave informative comments regarding 
the many performers: actors, readers, storytellers and 
musicians. 
 
Actors, Readers from Joyce’s “Ulysses” and 
Storytellers:  
Antonino Bardaro, Patrick Barnard, Sandra Bunting, 
Louise Chalmers, Roch Desrochers, 
Ann Elbourne, Adrienne Foster, Jean Foster, 
Marilynn Gillies, Susan Gilmore, Roger Joachym, 
Jeanette Kelley, Richard Lock, Pat Machin, Patrick 
McLaughlin, Christopher Moore, Luisa Muhr, Henry 
Nesvadba, Margaret Nicolai, Anna O'Connor, Gus 
O'Gorman, Claire Rousseau, Elli Ruben, Janet 
Sargisson, Julien Sargisson, Kendall Savage,  
Cameron Sedgwick, Gabrielle Soskin,  Dan Sullivan, 
Colette Vidal and Molly Walsh. 
 
Music performers (both classical and Irish): 
Kris Epps, Ashley Foot, Beverly McGuire, Johanne 
Patry,  
 
Irish dancers with the Bernadette Short Dancers: 
Pat and Marie Short and Dancers

“Molly and James”, performed by 
MCLL’s Golden Stagers: Marie Blyth-
Hansen and Richard Lock 

The Golden Stagers did MCLL 
proud with their hilarious 
performances in the one-act play 
“Molly and James” by Sheila 
Walsh, produced and directed by 
Ann Weinstein.  

Sheila fell in love with Joyce’s 
writing at an early age. The play 

deals with James Joyce’s attempt to win Molly Bloom 
over to play the part of Nora Barnacle, the love of his 
life. He is writing a play about her and feels only 
Molly can imitate Nora's manner of speech and 
mannerisms. Marie Blyth-Hansen bowled the 
audience over with her Irish accent as did Richard 
Lock, who personified James Joyce to a T.   

MCLL’s Annual Spring Fling  

MCLL’s 2012 Spring Fling was one of the 
Bloomsday event celebrated at McLean’s Pub on Peel 
Street, a great opportunity to indulge in a traditional 
pub lunch of fish and chips washed down with a glass 
of Kilkenny ale.  
 
Belfast Andi’s guitar and singing duo provided the 
jaunty Irish setting. Lively music and animated 
conversation jogged us out of our winter blues.        
 

Fiona Clark 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Special Events organizer Patricia Beacom 
and to photographer Sherry Steinberg. 
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Films and documentaries presented during Bloomsday Montréal 2012 
 
 

Congratulations to Catherine Watson for her efforts in 
researching and coordinating the presentation of 
several films and documentaries based on Joyce’s 
works, on Irish immigration to Canada and in 
Montréal, as well as on the history of Irish Jews and 
Leopold Bloom’s Jewish-Hungarian roots.   
 
 

 “Bloom”, probes the musings, fantasies and 
awakenings of the characters of Joyce’s “Ulysses”.   
 

“Shalom Ireland”, with director Valerie Lapin 
Ganley, traces the history of Irish Jewry and profiles 
leading members of Dublin’s Jewish community.  
 

“The Bloom Mystery”, directed by Csilla Toldy, 
is a documentary on the Hungarian-Jewish origins 
of Leopold Bloom. 
 

Judith Schurman introduced special guests at this 
presentation, MCLL’s own Rachel Philipson Levy 
and Elaine Shevloff, who shared their experiences as 
Jews having lived in Ireland.   
 
 

“The Dead” is an adaptation of the closing story in 
Joyce’s “Dubliners” and represents director John 
Huston’s last completed film. 
    

“Bloomsday Cabaret” presents songs and music 
from “Ulysses”, performed on Bloomsday 2004 in 
Dublin and in St. John’s, Newfoundland. 
 

“The Point”, the William Weintraub  production of 
the  life and times in a largely anglophone, mainly 
Irish neighbourhood of Montréal in the mid-to-late 
1970s, was introduced and commented by historian 
Dr. Matthew Barlow. This movie was also screened 
in French. 
 

 “The Coffin Ship Hannah”, is an expanded 
version of Brian McKenna's CBC documentary first 
aired last year.  It tells the story of the shipwreck of 
the coffin ship Hannah near Cape Ray, off the coast 
of Newfoundland, in the spring of 1849. Fleeing 
Ireland and the famine, only some of the 180 
passengers survived. In attendance were two 
ancestors of surviving passengers. 

SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS  
 

Non-Fiction 
Prague Winter by Madeleine 
Albright (2012) hardback. Former 
Secretary of State, Madeleine 
Albright, explores the tangled 
history of her family and of 
Czechoslovakia, the country where 

she was born. Starts by boldly confronting the family 
secret: her parents were Jewish and twenty of her 
relatives died in the Holocaust. Honest, moving, and 
enthralling. 
 

Religion for Atheists by Alain de Botton (2012) 
hardback. Popular philosopher and self-avowed 
atheist Alain de Botton suggests that we should adopt 
some aspects of religious practice to give comfort and 
meaning to our lives. Engaging and persuasive. 
 

The Memory Chalet by Tony Judt (2011) paperback. 
Communicated as he lay dying and immobilized by 
ALS, this modest little book is like a gift. We get to 
know this preeminent thinker and historian as a very 
human man. 
 

A People’s History of Québec by Jacques 
Lacoursière (2009) paperback. Not surprisingly, this 
little book is selling well today. Concise, lively, and 
informative. 
 

The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas by Gertrude 
Stein (paperback). First published in 1933, this is the 
book that made Gertrude famous and Leo furious. 
Gertrude’s version of The Steins Collect story. 
Outrageously egocentric, but insightful, engaging and 
very entertaining. 
 

Fiction 
 

In One Person by John Irving (2012) paperback. A 
large-hearted novel which embraces sexual 
difference.  Vintage Irving - always on the side of the 
outsider. 
 

Berlin Noir by Philip Kerr, paperback. This political 
thriller trilogy, featuring Bernie Gunther, is again 
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 9

available in one volume. Brilliantly conveys the 
atmosphere of war-time Berlin and post-war Vienna. 
  

Bring Up the Bodies by Hilary Mantel (2012) 
paperback. Now out in paperback, this sequel to Wolf 
Hall deals with Thomas Cromwell’s part in bringing 
about the fall of Anne Boleyn and her family. A 
marvellous summer read. 
 

Daughters-in-Law by Joanna Trollope (2011) 
paperback. A pitch-perfect novel about the shift in 
family dynamics with the introduction of a new 
daughter-in-law. Perfect summer reading. 
 
 

The Patrick Melrose Novels by Edward St. Aubyn 
(2012) paperback. The first five Patrick Melrose 
novels in one volume. Edward St. Aubyn claims that 
he wrote these novels as therapy to come to terms 
with the horrors of his past. Exposes the world of a 
decadent, degenerate, and depraved aristocracy. 
Brilliantly written - despite their ghastly subject 
matter, they are laugh-aloud witty and totally 
addictive.                 

                                                                  Pamela Sachs 
 

ART IN THE LOUNGE 

  
Retirement allowed Gordon 
Campey, a long-time amateur 
photographer, to plunge into the 
world of digital photography. 
Having done nature and bird 
photography in the past, he now 
concentrates on travel and 
portraits, both candid and studio. 
His Venice at Night exhibit at 

MCLL in April/May and his portraits exhibit in 
May/June are representative of his current interests. 
More of his images can be seen on his website 
www.pbase.com/gcampey. 
 

‘CREATIVITY’ AS AN EDUCATIONAL 
AIM 
 

These days, almost any statement of 
the aims of education will include the 
word ‘creativity’. Yet the usage is 
usually vapid or ambiguous, with no 
indication of the kind of things 
students ought to be taught to create, 
or what creative skills they ought to 
be learning. This conclusion came to 

me recently as I was being enthusiastically swept 
away by Tchaikovsky’s Fifth Symphony in Pauline 
Bentham’s class at MCLL. The program notes 
informed us that it had been ten years since 
Tchaikovsky had written his Fourth Symphony and 
that he had despaired that his musical inspiration had 
left him. In his own words, he was “struggling to 
squeeze a symphony out of my blunted mind”. The 
Fifth Symphony is characterized by the Fate theme, 
where the “moods alternate between hopelessness and 
ecstatic joy”. Indeed, hopelessness was a recurring 
mood in Tchaikovsky’s entire life as, for example, his 
brief failed marriage, which he had undertaken in an 
attempt to escape the frustration of his lifelong 
homosexuality. Tchaikovsky was clearly not a happy 
man. 
 

Although Tchaikovsky is perhaps extreme among 
composers, authors, painters and sculptors in his 
unhappiness, a study of the lives of many creative 
geniuses suggests that they are as frequently unhappy 
as they are blissfully fulfilled. Unhappiness often 
seems to be a necessary, if not a sufficient, 
accompaniment of creativity. One wonders, therefore, 
how far deliberate educational attempts to foster 
creativity would need to cultivate increments of 
frustration or displeasure in order to be successful, 
things usually assumed to be unacceptable 
components of a progressive educational experience. 
 

The fact is, of course, that notwithstanding that I was 
once told by a class of graduate students that 
everyone could be turned into a creative genius if 
only we really tried in schools, it does seem to be the 
case that ‘high culture’ is the  product of a  minority 
blessed with such creative capacity. Most of us have 
to be content with being mere ‘appreciators’ in 
relation to the arts. We are not destined to be creative 
except in the ‘thinner’, diluted sense of being 
‘adaptable’ or capable of working independently and 
without supervision; or in that minimal sense of 
creativity as novelty, exemplified in the fact that the 
letter I write to the insurance company this time, 
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having dented the doors of my car by scraping the 
gatepost, has to be different from the one I wrote last 
time when I backed it into a tree.  That kind of real- 
life adaptability is obviously worth having and it can 
be a realistic outcome of most people’s education.  
But that is what liberal education ought always to do 
for people.  If that is what we mean by ‘creativity’, 
then it has always been the aim of a good education 
and we don’t need any more vapid rhetoric about it 
being a new, as yet unrealized, outcome of schooling.  
 

                                             Harold Entwistle 
 

ROLE MODELS 
 

Inge Packer 
Each term it is possible to discover 
a new treasure among our 
members, and Inge Packer is one of 
the most venerable. I have “known” 
Inge for several years now. She has 
been in a number of my study 
groups, and always pulls more than 

her weight in contributing to discussions and in 
collecting and sharing new knowledge. But I only 
really got to know Inge when she presented me with a 
copy of her collected poems, Arrested Moments. It 
was through her poetry that I discovered what a full 
and interesting life she has lived, the brilliance of her 
mind: complex, artistic and sensitive to everything 
and everyone around her. 
 

Born in Hamburg, Germany, in 1921, she and her 
family were fortunate to leave Germany in October 
1938, just one month before massive arrests of Jews 
in that city. Ninety percent of their possessions were 
confiscated by the Nazis, so they were forced to 
rebuild their life in Montréal. This breeds character 
and determination, and you can see both in Inge’s 
eyes and in her walk. 
 

In her forties, she immersed herself in a Jewish 
studies program, and joined the Women’s Institute of 
the Shar Hashomayim Synagogue. It was here that 
she began writing poetry, and her “Song of a Robin” 
was published in their literary supplement. Our study 
group on “Gardens of the World” enjoyed the poetry 
she had written about flowers. Apart from poetry, she 
has written “Minna’s Other Life” in collaboration 
with her friend, Minna Aspler. Concordia University 
has placed copies of this autobiographical work in all 
major Canadian libraries as well as libraries in 
England and Israel, and in the Holocaust museums.  
 

Inge has been a member of MCLL from the 
beginning, and she fully understands the importance 

of our organization to the well being of its members. 
The following extract says it all. In her words, “There 
are those who hold still as years etch lines, as hair 
thins, as thoughts stall in mid-discovery. And then 
there are those who rear up and hurl wit, uncurl 
memories and, with straightened spines, turn their 
back on mirrors.”  
                                                                Sandra Frisby 
 
Hedi Worrall 

 

This year, Hedi Worrall joined that 
elite group of MCLL’s over-90s. 
She plans to stay on for as long as 
it’s given to her.  
 

Born in Vienna, she moved with 
her parents to Israel (then 
Palestine). Bitten by a restless bug, 

she ran away from home at 18 and survived for a 
week in Jerusalem on oranges alone. She was 
recruited and trained by the British Army to join the 
first group of ‘oriental’ WAAF, and learned English 
on the job as she continued to work for the British. In 
Cairo she attended the first post-war performance of 
Aida and observed a bored King Farouk picking at a 
bowl of caviar throughout the show.  
 

She first married an opera singer with whom she 
moved to South Africa, where she worked as matron 
in a children’s hospital. Her second husband was an 
African-based British foreign correspondent. By her 
own count she spent ten years in Cape Town, ten 
years in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and another ten in 
Kenya. Both her son and her daughter were born in 
Africa.  
 

After her husband died, she moved to London. Then, 
in the mid-1990s, when daughter Francesca beckoned 
from Montréal, Hedi decided to take the plunge. Soon 
she was doing her daily swim to keep in shape and 
attending MILR (MCLL) to stimulate her wide 
interests. But the years were rolling by and, when her 
son suggested she join him in New Zealand, Hedi 
ever the adventurous spirit, packed up and, at 88, her 
lap- top under her arm, off she went to the other side 
of the world. Within six months she was back. 
“Lovely country, loving son, but nothing like MILR 
on the wide horizon to stimulate the grey cells!”  
 
Hedi is delighted to be reunited with her daughter and 
we are delighted to have her back to enjoy her class 
input, her easy laughter and sense of fun. Happy 
birthday, Hedi, and welcome back.       
  

Thèa Pawlikowska 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2012 
 

Past-presidents, Council members and moderators 
were invited to a complimentary pre-AGM lunch held 
at the Bistro Le Beau Rivage of Hotel Maritime 
Plaza. Everyone enjoyed the warm and friendly 
atmosphere. 
 

 
 
At the ensuing AGM, MCLL President Pat Steele 
introduced the guest speaker, Dr. David Roy, 
founder and director of the Centre for Bioethics at 
the Clinical Research Institute of Montréal and a 
retired Research Professor in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Université de Montréal. Dr. Roy chose 
the topic “Ethical Questions in Biomedicine” 
focusing on currently unresolved and complex 
ethical issues. Dr. Roy believes “…The power and 
impact of human action is driving the earth out of 
the geological epoch called the Holocene into a new 
geological epoch, increasingly called the 
Anthropocene”, a concept not officially recognized 
in the scientific milieu but one he firmly defends. 
This very enlightening lecture was enthusiastically 
applauded and Dr. Roy was warmly thanked. 
 

C.F.
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