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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome Prof. Gagné

In 2006-2007, the Classics Programme welcomed a new member to its faculty. Professor Re-
naud Gagné came to McGill from Harvard University, where he was awarded his PhD in Classical
Philology in June 2007. His dissertation, Genealogies of Ancestral Fault, discusses the cultural history
of generational punishment in Archaic and Classical Greece. Apart from teaching, Professor Gagné is
currently working on converting his dissertation into a book. However, Professor Gagné is already a sea-
soned instructor, having taught a number of introductory and advanced Greek and Latin courses while
completing his degree at Harvard.

No stranger to Montréal, Professor Gagné began his career in Classics as an undergraduate
student at the Université de Montréal where he later went on to complete his MA in Ancient History.
Professor Gagné specializes in early Greek poetry, religion, drama, ancient historiography and recep-
tion history, and has published numerous articles on these varied subjects. Apart from his academic in-
terests, he has travelled extensively throughout the Mediterranean, and annually returns to Greece where
he works with the American Institute of Archaeology.

The Gilded Bronzes of Cartoceto di Pergola

It was with great excitement and anticipation that students, museum patrons, professors and
members of the Classics community attended the conference held on The Gilded Bronzes of Cartoceto
di Pergola this past November at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA). The conference on the
statuary group featured several members of the Canadian scholarly community—notably Professor Jane
Francis (ConU), Professor Antonia Holden (Ottawa U), and a pantheon of Classics greats from McGill
University: Professor Hans Beck, Professor Michael Fronda and Professor Emeritus and MMFA cura-
tor, John. M. Fossey— and addressed different areas of inquiry such as cultural memory, portraiture and
the significance of hairstyles.

The exhibition of the Gilded Bronzes of Cartoceto di Pergola was indeed a very special event
since their debut at the MMFA marked their first and only stop in North America. The bronzes have sur-
vived in remarkable condition and continue to fascinate scholars who seek to identify the statuary’s
context of production, viewership and subsequent burial. As Professor Beck clearly articulated, it is im-
possible to identify with any certainty the individuals depicted, although several attempts have been
made. Nonetheless, enough evidence remains to date the statues between 50-30 BC. The statuary group
appears to depict a family of Roman elites with an important innovation: the inclusion of female fam-
ily members. However, how much emphasis should be placed on this innovation is uncertain. The Gilded
Bronzes of Cartoceto di Pergola with their stunning bronze contours remain an important site of in-
quiry to reflect on political, private and cultural motivations in the ancient world. Its presence in Mon-
treal this past year has exposed a new generation of budding scholars to its grandeur and mysteries.
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Soothsayers and Gladiators: Etruscan Cultural
Influences on Ancient Rome

“Then they set out for war with Veii,
where auxiliary forces had gathered from all parts of Etruria.

The Etruscans were spurred on, not so much by goodwill
toward the Veientines, as by their hope that Rome could

be destroyed by her internal strife.”
(Livy 2.44)

Who were the Etruscans? Livy presents them as a group that posed a viable threat to Roman
supremacy in the fourth century BC, but to what extend did Etruria actually influence the development
of Rome? Furthermore, to what extent did Rome influence Etruria? Through an intensive four-week pro-
gram in Florence, Italy, eleven students were immersed into modern ‘Etruria,’ the area stretching
throughout Italy from north of the Tiber River to the Arno River. Known for his scholastic expertise in
ancient Roman history, Professor M. Fronda led this group of students as they traveled throughout this
region retracing what remains of the illusive Etruscans.

The study of the Etruscans can be approached through the examination of ancient literature,
archaeological evidence and modern scholarship. Ancient and modern literature on the Etruscans is lim-
ited, but there is a wide range of material evidence preserved in the museums and archaeological sites
of modern Tuscany. The course’s central location in Florence allowed for much travel throughout the
region: students visited sites in Tarquinia, Cerveteri, Fiesole and Perugia – all cities that were once cen-
ters of Etruscan civilization. In each of these locations themes such as burial rituals, art, orientalization,
city-structure, religion and political leadership of Etruria were closely examined. To touch briefly on the
wide variety of sites visited would be to do this course a great injustice, as all of the sites were stunning
in their own right. The overview to follow is only meant to provide a glimpse of the breadth and depth
of this course entitled Soothsayers and Gladiators: Etruscan Cultural Influences on Ancient Rome.

The early Etruscans show a high degree of urban planning, and the remnants of their foun-
dations remain under modern Tuscan cities today. One of the most exceptional sites students visited
was Tarquinia. The well-constructed road network, water and sewage system shows a great deal of tech-
nological advancement, and perhaps information sharing with the Romans. The Tarquinia Necropolis
located slightly outside the modern city, houses over 6,000 Etruscan tombs, including the Francois
Tomb. The Francois Tomb is one of the largest tombs Etruscan tombs currently uncovered and has one
central T-shaped atrium, which is typical of the burial chambers of wealthy Etruscans. Beyond this
atrium, there is a succession of seven additional chambers. The most significant chamber, where the de-
ceased aristocrat was undoubtedly buried, is located directly across from the entrance. The tomb walls
have complex murals of hunting scenes and mythological animals, which are fairly well preserved. Be-
yond the ornate decoration there were also a number of assorted grave goods which the aristocrat would
have wanted to be associated with in the afterlife. Necropoli have been tremendously helpful for mod-
ern students and scholars as they provide exciting glimpses into Etruscan civilization by investigating
interred inscriptions, frescoes and votives. Between 600 and 500BC, fifteen major Etruscan cities
emerged, all with certain standardized features such as the Necropolis preserved in Tarquinia.

The Archaeological Museum of Fiesoli was composed of multiple outdoor sites as well as a
museum. The Roman baths, Roman amphitheater and two typical Etruscan temples allowed us to ex-
amine the daily life of the Etruscans. Perugia offered a view of one of the vast archaeological feats of
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the Etruscans, a well. The Sorbello Well, which is 35 meters deep, dates back to the second half of the
third century BC and was the most important supply of water for the town. This great feat of construc-
tion shows how advanced the Etruscans were in their city-planning.

Four days in Rome allowed for an examination of a wide-range of Etruscan artifacts. Items
as simple as fibulae (the equivalent to a modern-day safety pin) to items as complex as reconstructed
chariots charmed students as they toured the museums of Rome. The Sarcophagi di Sposi, also found
in Rome at the Villa Giulia museum, is widely recognized as one of the most remarkable cultural arti-
facts to survive from the Etruscan period. To this day, scholars are still captivated by the Oriental, Greek
and Etruscan aesthetics that come together in this 6th century work. Additionally, students explored the
vast Etruscan collection at The Vatican Museum which houses spectacular gold breastplates (mid-7th c.
BC), an extensive collection of tufo vases and many cinerary urns. Students also visited the Forum and
Forum Boarium where Etruscan sites remain.

An in depth investigation of Etruscan culture and politics was augmented by daily visits to for-
mer Etruscan cities and Necropoli. The Etruscans competed with the great power of Rome before Rome
had truly established its hegemony in Italy. In the period stretching from the eighth century BC through
to the Roman sack of Veii in 396 BC the Etruscans established themselves as a dominant, if not the
principal, civilization in Italy. Roman interaction with the Etruscan civilization is the most-studied as-
pect of the civilization preceding Roman domination in the fourth century BC, but what was the rela-
tionship between these two civilizations?

It is very difficult to draw precise conclusions when investigating the relationship between the
Romans and the Etruscans. Etruscan preeminence pre-dating Roman supremacy suggests that much of
the similarities found in Rome could be attributed to the high degree of contact between both civiliza-
tions. While the relationship between these two civilizations will never be understood completely, the
month long course that the eleven McGill students embarked upon granted them the insight needed to
draw their own conclusions about two absolutely phenomenal civilizations.

-Katharine Heus
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Ancient Recipes

Olive Relish

The olive, and its oil were mainstays in the Mediterranean diet and it is impossible to imag-
ine classical civilization without these key ingredients. The recipe for Olive Relish is reconstructed
from two references in Homer and Cato and appears to have been eaten along side other relishes and
bread.

SERVES FOUR

4 OZ (120 G) BLACK OLIVES
4 OZ (120 G) GREEN OLIVES

4 TABLESPOONS (60 ML) RED WINE VINEGAR
4 TABLESPOONS (60 ML) OLIVE OIL

1 HEAPED TEASPOON CHOPPED FENNEL LEAF OR
FINELY DICED FENNEL ROOT

2 TEASPOONS CHOPPED FRESH CORIANDER
2 TEASPOONS DRIED OR CHOPPED FRESH RUE

2 HEAPED TEASPOONS DRIED OR 3 TEASPOONS CHOPPED FRESH MINT

Chop the olives roughly and pour on the vinegar and olive oil. Prepare the herbs, chopping
them finely if fresh, and add to the mixture. Place the olive relish in a sealable container and pour a lit-
tle olive oil over the top.

Pancakes with Honey and Sesame Seeds

This tasty breakfast treat comes to us from the pages of Galen’s On the Properties of Foods,
and was most likely sold by Athenian vendors early in the morning. For a nuttier flavor, add one more
tablespoon of toasted sesame seeds.

SERVES FOUR

4 OZ (I CUP/120 G) FLOUR
8 FL OZ (I CUP/225 ML) WATER
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2 TEASPOONS (60 G) CLEAR HONEY
OIL FOR FRYING

I TABLESPOON (15 G) TOASTED SESAME SEEDS

Mix the flour, water, and I tablespoon honey together into a batter. Heat 2 tablespoons oil in
a frying-pan and pour a quarter of the mixture into the fat. When it has set, turn it two or three times
to give an even color. Cook 3 more pancakes in the same way. Serve all 4 pancakes hot with the re-
mainder of the honey poured over and sprinkled with sesame seeds.

Spiced Wine

Like the olive, wine was a staple in the Mediterranean diet. Traditionally, the Romans
enjoyed a honeyed wine known as mulsum early in the meal, whereas the more refined conditum was
likely served on special occasions.

Mulsum

4 OZ (½ CUP/120 G) CLEAR HONEY
I BOTTLE MEDIUM-DRY WHITE WINE

Add 4 oz clear honey to a bottle of medium-dry white wine: warm the honey slightly so
that it will dissolve in the wine. Chill before serving.

Conditum

I BOTTLE (70 CL) MEDIUM-DRY WHITE WINE
6 OZ (¾ CUP/170 G) CLEAR HONEY

½ TEASPOON GROUND BLACK PEPPER
I BAY LEAF

PINCH SAFFRON POWDER OR STRANDS OF SAFFRON
PINCH MASTIC (OPTINAL)

I FRESH DATE, THE STONE ROASTED FOR 10 MINUTES
AND THE FLESH SOAKED IN A LITTLE WINE

Put 5 fl oz ( 2/3 Cup/150 ml) of the wine in a saucepan with the honey and bring it to a
boil. Skim if necessary. Repeat and remove from the heat. Add the seasonings to the wine while it is
hot: this speeds up the flavouring process. When it is cold, add the rest of the wine and allow to stand
overnight. To serve, strain through a fine sieve or muslin.

“Olive Relish,” “Pancakes with Honey and Sesame Seeds,” and “Spiced Wine” have been reprinted from The Classical Cook-
book by Andrew Dalby and Sally Grainger (Los Angles: The Paul Getty Museum, 1996) with the kind permission of the authors
and publisher.

101 2008



BACK MATTER

Helpful Websites For Researching The Ancient World

American Academy in Rome
http://www.aarome.org/

American School for Classical Studies at Athens
http://www.ascsa.org/

Ancient Medicine/Medicina Antiqua
Resource for the study of Greco-Roman medicine and medical thought from Mycenaean times until
the fall of the Roman Empire.
http://www.ea.pvt.k12.pa.us/medant/

Année Philologique
Invaluable research tool.
http://www.aph.cnrs.fr/

Beazley Archive
A research unit of Oxford’s Faculty of Literae Humaniores. Includes an online display of the contents
of Sir John Beazley’s archive of ancient Greek and Roman art, which are housed in the Ashmolean
Museum.
www.beazley.ox.ac.uk/BeazleyAdmin/Script2/default.htm

Bryn Mawr Classical Review
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/bmcr/

Cambridge Classics External Gateway to Humanities Resources
Provides access to internet resources of general interest to classical scholars, including links to mate-
rials on philosophy, ancient science, linguistics, drama and art.
http://www.classics.cam.ac.uk/Faculty/links.html
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Classical Atlas Project
Overview of the project which is producing the Barrington Atlas of the Greek and Roman World.
http://www.unc.edu/depts/cl_atlas/

Classical Myth: The Ancient Sources
Includes images, texts, and timelines for the Olympians and the ancient Greeks.
http://web.uvic.ca/grs/bowman/myth/

Classics and Mediterranean Archaeology
Links to resources of interest to classicists and Mediterranean archaeologists.
http://rome.classics.lsa.umich.edu/welcome.html

Classical Drama Sites
http://www.webcom.com/shownet/medea/cldrama.html

Diotima
Materials for the study of women and gender in the ancient world.
http://www.stoa.org/diotima

Gnomon Online
http://www.gnomon.ku-eichstaett.de/Gnomon/Gnomon.html

Internet Classics Archive
Offers hundreds of works of classical literature in translation, mainly Greco-Roman but with some
Chinese and Persian texts also.
http://classics.mit.edu/

Musee du Louvre Treasures:
Greek Roman Etruscan Online Medieval and Classical Library
Collection of important literary works of Classical and Medieval civilization.
http://www.paris.org./Musees/Louvre/Treasures/GreekRoman/

Perseus Project
Detailed searchable library of texts, translations, art, and archaeology of Ancient Greece and Rome.
www.perseus.tufts.edu/
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Pomoerium
Resources for studies in classics including bibliographies and recent publications.
http://pomoerium.com/

Resources for Greek and Latin Classics
From the Library of Congress.
http://lcweb.loc.gov/global/classics/classics.html

Roman Law Project
http://www.jura.uni-sb.de/Rechtsgeschichte/Ius.Romanum/english.html

Suda On Line
Byzantine Lexicography
http://www.stoa.org/sol/

Textkit
Free downloadable Greek and Latin grammar learning tools.
http://www.textkit.com/

Thesaurus Linguae Graecae (TLG)
Research center at the University of California, Irvine dedicated to creating a digital library of the
entire corpus of Greek literature from Homer to the present era.
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/
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