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Quality Improvement Studies 

Deadline: October 30, 2015 

 

 

 

With the growing interest in generating and disseminating knowledge to improve 

health-care quality, CJNR is pleased to announce a new section titled Quality 

Improvement Studies. This section will focus on advancing practice-based nursing 

scholarship, and articles may cover any aspect of clinical or therapeutic care or 

service improvements in any practice setting. 

 

Policy 

 

CJNR has adapted the BMJ Quality and Safety policy on quality improvement 

reports that are considered to be exempt from ethics review
1
 and recommends the 

use of SQUIRE (see Appendix 1)
2
 for writing up a quality improvement study. 

 

CJNR will accept quality improvement manuscripts that have received either ethics 

approval by a Research Ethics Board (REB)/Institutional Research Board (REB) or 

approval by an institutional review committee. 

 

 

REB/IRB-Approved Quality Improvement Studies  

 

A statement that the project has been approved by the REB/IRB of the appropriate 

institution or organization must be included in the text of your manuscript. Also, a 

copy of the REB/IRB approval letter must accompany your submission. 

 

 

Institutionally Approved Quality Improvement Studies  

 

A statement to the effect that the report met criteria for exemption from an 

appropriate review board according to institutional policy (e.g., because the work 

was deemed an important improvement activity and did not fall into the category 

of human subjects research)  

must be included in the text of your manuscript. Also, a copy of the REB/IRB 

exempt letter must accompany your submission. 

 

 

 



Format 

 

The manuscript should be a maximum of 10 double-spaced pages, including 

references (up to 20) and tables/figures (up to 2), and should address the relevant 

sections of the rating form. The abstract should be a maximum of 200 words. The 

style guide to be followed is the Publication Manual of the American 

Psychological Association, 6th
 
Edition. 

 

The presentation of quality improvement articles should adhere to SQUIRE (see 

Appendix 1)
2 
 and include five sections

3
:
 

Manuscripts are submitted via CJNR’s online submission site at 

http://cjnr.msubmit.net. Authors should include a covering letter outlining their 

intention, along with a signed Assignment of Copyright Form to reduce the amount 

of time needed for processing. 

Inquiries regarding potential submissions are welcome. Please send these to 

cjnr.nursing@mcgill.ca. 
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