
McGill University – Imperial College London Collaboration 
Call for Applications for Joint Research Funding  

in NeuroEngineering and Advanced Neural Technologies 
 

 
McGill University and Imperial College London have partnered through a Student Exchange 
Agreement and Memorandum of Understanding to work together to establish joint education 
and research activities in common areas of mutual benefit. 
 
As part of this initiative, both Institutions are keen to promote exchanges in interdisciplinary 
research areas that bring together neuroscientists, biomedical engineers, chemists, and 
physicists to develop innovative techniques to study mechanisms of nervous system function 
and dysfunction (see examples of ongoing activities at: http://www.neuroengineering.ca/ and 
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/neurotechnology ). 
 
A joint McGill/Imperial College Workshop on NeuroEngineering and Advanced Neural 
Technologies was held on March 29, 2012, in London and a second Workshop has been 
scheduled for January 25, 2013 in Montreal. Attendance to this Workshop will be open to all 
interested individuals and details on venue and program will be provided shortly. 
 

The current call for application offers short-term seed funding to support joint pilot projects in 
NeuroEngineering and Advanced Neural Technologies, which may represent a first step 
towards the pursuit of more comprehensive joint external research funding. Applications should 
involve at least one neuroscientist affiliated with McGill University and at least one researcher 
affiliated with Imperial College London. McGill Integrated Program in Neuroscience Professors 
with dual affiliation are eligible, however graduate students and postdoctoral fellows must be 
registered with McGill University (proof of registration may be required).  
 
The added value of the joint effort must be demonstrated clearly. One group leader team 
can participate in maximally one application per funding round. 
 

 First competition 

Launch Date January 15, 2013 

Application Deadline 8 March 2013 

Decision expected by 15 April 2013 

Earliest start date of  
funded activity  

15 May 2013 

 
Applications are now invited for funding to support joint research and other collaboration 
activities in the broad fields of NeuroEngineering and Advanced Neural Technologies. 

Applications can be made for Pilot Projects to initiate collaborations or extend ongoing joint 
projects. This funding opportunity foresees the possibility of staff, graduate student (master, MD, 
PhD) or postdoctoral fellow exchange or short stays of group leaders at the partner institution.  
In particular, it is expected that the preliminary data generated will be used to support external 
research grant applications. The maximum amount that can be requested for a pilot project is 
C$32000 or £20000.  

http://www.neuroengineering.ca/
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/neurotechnology


 

 Eligible Costs 

Funds can be requested for: 

 Return airfares between London and Montreal, and internal travel costs, for the 
applicants and collaborators listed on the grant. Air travel must be claimed at the lowest 
rate available, not to exceed full economy fare. 

 Directly incurred costs of the research project, including laboratory consumables. 
 Per diem costs to cover accommodation and reasonable out of pocket expenses (as a 

guide, it is expected that these costs would be in the range of £100-150 or C$160-240 
per day). If these expenses are expected to be significantly different (e.g., housing with a 
colleague; special needs), this should be indicated in the budget. 

  Venue hire and costs of refreshments for workshops. 

 Non-eligible Costs 

 Salaries or stipend costs 
 No visitor fees, student fees, or bench fees will be levied by either University on 

collaborative activities funded under this scheme 
 Honoraria for guest lecturers 
 Costs of publication 
 Significant items of equipment (over £500 or C$800) 

 Review Criteria 

A joint review committee with members from McGill University and Imperial College London will 
review applications according to the following criteria: 

 1. Track record of the applicants. 

2. Quality and originality of the proposed activity, including the extent to which the proposed 
activity represents an additional gain on top of what could be achieved by each group on their 
own. 

3. Quality of the research environment where the proposed activity will take place. 

4. Extent to which the proposed activity could not be supported by conventional means. 

5. Whether the proposed activity will be of benefit to many or just a few. 

 The committee reserves the right to not award any grants in any one cycle, if they deem that 
the quality of the applications is not of the standard that they feel warrants the awards. 

 How to Apply 

For each application, the applicants will need to send electronically 



 A completed application form 

 Full CV of the applicants including a list of publications in the last five years 

 A shorter CV of any listed collaborators (a publication list is not required) 

 A budget including a detailed justification of all costs requested 

 Please email applications to: 

richard.briere@mcgill.ca and neuropa@imperial.ac.uk. 

 Contact Information 

For questions please contact either: 

Richard Brière, Ph.D. 
Senior Advisor, Health Sector Initiatives 
McGill University 
James Administration Building 
Room 218 
Tel: +1 514-398-2296 
Email: richard.briere@mcgill.ca 

 or 

Hadeel Abdeen 
Neuroinflammation Section Administrator 
Division of Brain Sciences 
Hammersmith Hospital Campus 
Imperial College London 
Email: neuropa@imperial.ac.uk 
 

http://www.neuroscience.ox.ac.uk/about/gallery/OMNC%20application%20form%20%20Dec%2009.doc
mailto:richard.briere@mcgill.ca
mailto:neuropa@imperial.ac.uk

