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 BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

 McGILL UNIVERSITY 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Board of Governors, Tuesday October 30, 2007 at 4:00 p.m., Faculty Club, 
3450 McTavish Street.                                                                                                                                     

  

PRESENT:
Chadha, Roshi 
Cobbett, Stuart 
de Grandpré, Lili 
El Ouali, Mehdi 
Flanders, Kappy 
GowriSankaran, Kohur 
Gumilang, Howard 
Itzkowitz, Jacob 
Munroe-Blum, Heather 

McDougall, Sally 
Meighen, Michael 
Pekeles, Gary 
Rabinovitch, Robert (Chair) 
Reitman, Jeremy 
Roulet, Nigel 
Ruocco, Maria 
Samman, Bassel

Resource Persons 
Goldbloom, Michael 
Roy, François 
Therien, Denis 
Weinstein, Marc 
 
Pelletier, Johanne (Secretary) 
 

 

REGRETS:  Darren Entwistle, Trevor Garland, Daniel Guitton, Richard Levin, Eric Maldoff, Anthony Masi, 
Morton Mendelson, Jan Peeters, Richard Pound, Michael Richards, Gerald Sheff, Thierry 
Vandal. 

 

Chair’s Remarks 
 
The Chair welcomed all members of the Board of Governors to the first meeting of the 2007-2008 session, 
and thanked members for their expertise and continuing support of the University.   
 
Dr. Rabinovitch also welcomed to their first meeting our newly elected students from the Post-Graduate 
Students’ Society, Mr. Mehdi El Ouali from the Student Society of McGill University, Mr. Jake Itzkowitz from 
the Macdonald Campus Student Society, Mr. Howard Gumilang and from the McGill Association for 
Continuing Education Students, Mr. Bassel Samman.  Dr. Rabinovitch noted that we are using the Faculty 
Club exceptionally for this meeting to accommodate our members participation in the Joint meeting following 
the Board meeting, beginning at 6:00 p.m., in the Ballroom of the Club. 
 
Dr. Rabinovitch also noted the Board Retreat that was scheduled for November 4, 2007 has been postponed 
until Spring 2008.  In response to a question concerning the postponement of the retreat, the Chair and the 
Principal affirmed that the issue was low attendance likely owing to the cluster of events in the fall including 
Board and campaign related activities. 
 
Finally, Dr. Rabinovitch recalled for members the tragic loss of Governor Emeritus and former Vice-Chair of 
the Board, James Wright. 
 
The Board of Governors moved into Confidential Session to consider the following matters: 
 

1. Confidential Minutes of the meeting of June 5, 2007 

 

2. Confidential Report of the Nominating and Governance Committee 

 

3. Financial Report to the Board of Governors (Audited Financial Statements 2006-2007) 
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The Board of Governors moved into Open Session to consider the remainder of the agenda. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
 
 On motion duly proposed and seconded, the Agenda was approved. 
  

5. Approval of Minutes 
 

On motion duly proposed and seconded the minutes of the June 5 2007 meeting of the Board of 
Governors were approved. 
 

6. Discussion 
 

6.1 The Principal’s Report        [GD07-05] 
  

 The Chair invited the Principal to speak to The Principal’s Report, published on August 29 2007 and 
 previously distributed to the Board of Governors.  A series of summary points in the form of a 
 powerpoint slide handout was distributed to members of the Board [document attached to the 
 permanent minutes as GD07-05]. 
 
 The Principal opened her remarks describing The Report as a state of the union on her first term, 
 reflecting key goals and priorities of the senior administration and academic leadership of the 
 University.  Speaking to McGill’s unique and distinctive qualities, Dr. Munroe-Blum spoke of rein
 forcing McGill’s status as Canada’s most graduate and research intensive University; to the key 
 strategic planning documents developed including the White Paper, the Report of the Principal’s Task 
 Force on Student Life and Learning, and the Masterplan; to the commitment that 30 cents of every 
 new dollar of tuition received by the University be devoted to funding for students; and the success of 
 the recent campaign launch.  On challenges ahead Dr. Munroe-Blum cited in particular the 
 University’s deferred maintenance and infrastructure concerns, a matter that for further discussion 
 with the Board at its next meetings.   
 
 Discussion arising following the presentation included questions about the status of McGill’s 
 relationship with hospitals and a health care network in Quebec, the outcome of the Principal’s Task 
 Force on Student Life and Learning, progress on government relations relative to additional 
 investments to University funding including indirect costs.   The Board thanked the Principal for the 
 comprehensive Report. 

 

7. Proposed Safe Disclosure (“Whistleblowing”) Policy 
 
 The Associate Provost (Policies and Procedures) presented the memorandum regarding Proposed 

Safe Disclosure (“Whistleblowing”) Policy [document attached to permanent minutes as GD07-06].  
 

On motion duly proposed and seconded, it was resolved that the “Policy on Safe Disclosure,” 
appended hereto as Appendix A, be approved.   

 

8. Ecomuseum – Servitude for water and sewage 

 
The Secretary-General presented the memorandum regarding the Ecomuseum Servitude 
[document attached to permanent minutes as GD07-07]. 
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On motion duly proposed and seconded, it was resolved that the Board of Governors, on the 
recommendation of the Building and Property Committee, approve and authorize the granting of a real 
servitude by the Royal Institution for the Advancement of Learning McGill University, for the length of 
the emphyteutic lease and any extensions thereof, in favour of St. Lawrence Valley Natural History 
Society, conditional upon satisfactory negotiation of terms and conditions. 
 
It was further resolved that the Board of Governors, on the recommendation of the Building and 
Property Committee, authorize Professor Jim Nicell, Associate Vice-Principal (University Services), to 
sign such Deed of Servitude as well as any other accessory documents that may be required, 
provided that such Deed of Servitude and any accessory documents have been reviewed and 
approved by Legal Services. 

 

9. Report from Senate 

 
 The Principal presented the following items for approval on the recommendation of Senate. 
 

1. Change in Department Name and Mergers 

 

a) School of Social Work: 

 

Proposal to change the name of the Centre for Applied Family Studies to the “Centre 

for Research on Children and Families” 

 
At a meeting on 30th August 2007 the Academic Policy Committee of Senate (APC) approved a 
proposal to change the name of the Centre for Applied Family Studies to “Centre for Research on 
Children and Families”.  The creation of a Centre for Applied Family Studies was approved by 
APPC, Senate and Board of Governors in fall 1988 with funding provided by income from an 
endowment that consists of 1985 donations from the Southam Foundation (formerly known as the 
Fisher Family Foundation and currently known as the Alva Foundation) and the Harvey Bequest.   

 
The rationale for the proposed name change is as follows:  
- a more clearly defined focus for an inter-disciplinary centre;  
- a better delineated community profile, i.e. the community would immediately recognize the 

Centre’s purpose from its name;  
- clearer reflection of the funders’ intent and a clearer focus on vulnerable children; 
- consistency with interests and expertise of the management team and of the Director.   

 
On a motion duly proposed and seconded, on the recommendation of the Senate, the Board of 
Governors approved the proposal to change the name of the Centre for Applied Family Studies to 
the “Centre for Research on Children and Families”. 

 

b) Faculty of Law 

 

Proposal of the addition of the Faculty of Law as a governing faculty of the McGill 

School of Environment (MSE) 
 

At a meeting on 13th September 2007 the Academic Policy Committee of Senate (APC) reviewed 
a proposal that the Faculty of Law become a governing faculty of the McGill School of 
Environment, along with the Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, the Faculty of 
Arts, and the Faculty of Science. The proposal, presented by the Faculty of Law, has the full 
support of the Director of the MSE and the Deans of the three governing faculties. This proposal 
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reflects the common objectives and interests of the MSE and the Faculty of Law in promoting 
interdisciplinary collaboration for addressing environmental issues.   
 
On motion duly proposed and seconded, on the recommendation of the Senate, the Board of 
Governors approved the proposal that the Faculty of Law become, along with the Faculty of 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, the Faculty of Arts, and the Faculty of Science, a 
governing faculty of the McGill School of Environment.  


