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 BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

 McGILL UNIVERSITY 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Board of Governors, Monday December 10, 2007 at 4:00 p.m., Princess 
Patricia Room, Mount Royal Club, 1175 Sherbrooke Street.                                                                           

                                                            

PRESENT:
Chadha, Roshi 
Cobbett, Stuart 
de Grandpré, Lili 
El Ouali, Mehdi 
Entwistle, Darren 
Flanders, Kappy 
Garland, Trevor  
GowriSankaran, Kohur 
Guitton, Daniel 
Gumilang, Howard 
Itzkowitz, Jacob 
Maldoff, Eric 
Munroe-Blum, Heather 

McDougall, Sally 
Meighen, Michael 
Peeters, Jan 
Pekeles, Gary 
Pound, Richard 
Rabinovitch, Robert (Chair) 
Reitman, Jeremy 
Richards, Michael 
Roulet, Nigel 
Ruocco, Maria 
Samman-Al, Bassel 
Sheff, Gerald 

Resource Persons 
Goldbloom, Michael 
Levin, Richard  
Mendelson, Morton 
Roy, François 
Weinstein, Marc 
 
Pelletier, Johanne (Secretary) 
 

Invited: 
Soutar, Ian 
Pouliot, Adrien 
Giguère, Marie 
 

 

REGRETS:  Anthony C. Masi, Denis Thérien, Thierry Vandal. 
 

Chair’s Remarks 
 
The Chair welcomed all to the second meeting of the 2007-2008 session and thanked Governors Emeriti 
Marie Giguère, Adrien Pouliot and Ian Soutar, in attendance on behalf of the Board Committees they chair. 
 
Dr. Rabinovitch congratulated Dr. Daniel Guitton, who has been re-elected as an academic member of the 
Board of Governors for a three-year term beginning January 1, 2008. 
 
The Board of Governors moved into Confidential Session to consider the following matters: 
  
 

1. Confidential Minutes of the meeting of October 30, 2007  [07-08:CR-01] 

 

2. Discussion – Administrative Reports 

 

2.1 Principal’s remarks  

 

2.1.1 Memorandum from the Vice-Principal (Administration and Finance), Deferred 

Maintenance         [GD07-09] 

 

3. Report of the Nominating and Governance Committee  [GD07-10] 

  

4. Report of the Investment Committee on Endowment Performance [GD07-11] 

 

5. Report of the Audit Committee     [GD07-12] 
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The Board of Governors moved into Open Session to consider the remainder of the agenda. 
 

6. Approval of Agenda 
 
 On motion duly proposed and seconded, the agenda was approved. 
  

7. Approval of Minutes        [07-08:BR-01] 
 

On motion duly proposed and seconded, the minutes of the October 30 2007 meeting [07-08: BR-01] 
of the Board of Governors were approved. 
 

8. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

8.1 Memorandum from the Chair of the Nominating and Governance Committee, Proposed 

Amendments to the Code of Conduct      [GD07-13] 
 

The Chair announced that this item was being withdrawn from the agenda to be discussed at a future 
Board meeting. 
 

9. McGill Mini Series 

 
 The Chair invited Mrs. Flanders to speak about the McGill Mini Series. Mrs. Flanders explained that 

the series was initiated with Mini-Med in 2001, after a visit to the University of Colorado to find out 
about the popular “crash course” in medicine developed by McGill graduate John Cohen.  

 
 With the support of senior administration, as well as the McGill Alumni Association, which has 

provided financial support since the first course was given, several other programs have been created 
including Mini-Law in 2004, Mini-Music in 2006 and Mini-Science and Mini-Biz in 2007. Mini-Law and 
Mini-Biz have now found their own financial supporters, thereby releasing the McGill Alumni 
Association funding for other Mini courses. 

 
The courses have been so successful that there are waiting lists to attend. Mini lectures are now 
being filmed for broadcast on Canal Savoir. 

 
 Mrs. Flanders noted that McGill affiliated hospitals including the Jewish General, Children’s and 

Douglas have developed their own Mini programs and that the Université de Montréal started a Mini-
Med course this past fall.  The Board of Governors congratulated and thanked Mrs. Flanders for her 
presentations and for her initiative and contributions to the development of the Mini Series. 

 

10. Other business 

 
 The Chair invited the members of the Board to bring forward any other issues. 
 

Mr. Reitman asked about the issue of trauma patients being diverted from the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital to Hôpital Ste-Justine. Dr. Levin responded that the situation was similar to what has been 
reported in the press.  In June, ambulances had been re-directed but no reasons were given.  For 
medical reasons alone, there is a desire to rectify the situation.  There has recently been partial relief 
from the original plan with the renewal of the option for the Montérégie to send trauma patients to the 
Children’s, but there is more work to be done in this dossier. 
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Mr. Pouliot stated that there was a positive editorial in La Presse by André Pratte a month or two ago 
which could help us in our negotiations with the government. 

 
Mr. Pound asked about the negative press regarding the MUHC design issue and the consortium that 
included Moshe Safdie, who recently withdrew his participation. Dr. Levin responded that the 
consortium was developed before the public-private partnership formula was introduced, and it is not 
clear whether it would continue to have a role. Both he and the Chair noted that while the public-
private partnership brings additional complexities to the MUHC project, it is also likely to bring 
benefits. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.  


