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Introduction 
 

 The Giant African Snail 

(Achatina fulica, otherwise known 
as GAS) is one of the IUCN’s 100 

worst invasive species. An 
opportunistic omnivore, it has 

been known to feed on over 500 
different plant species, consume 

carrion, practice cannibalism, and 
even extract the calcium 

carbonate from non-biological 
materials to help construct their 

shells. They are also extremely 
prolific breeders, with each 

hermaphroditic snail capable of 
releasing up to 400 eggs into the 

environment a year. 

 
In 2002, the GAS was first 

documented in Barbados. Since 
this initial sighting, the GAS has 

spread throughout the island of 
Barbados with ever-increasing 

numbers. Unfortunately despite 
the potential destruction the GAS 

is likely capable of in Barbados, 
there has been no thorough study 

as to how GAS is directly 
affecting the environment and 

agriculture in Barbados.  
 

It was the goal of this study 

to better understand which plants 
are being consumed by GAS, and 

how GAS is behaving in 
Barbados. 

 

Life History Study 

 
 Knowledge of the plants 

being consumed by GAS was 
obtained by speaking with 

individuals with first-hand 
experience with GAS, including 

personnel from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, local farmers, and 

conservation specialists. Life 
history traits were determined 

through first hand observations 
made in the field. 

 
                Examining GAS in the field  
 
It was discovered that 18 

important crop plants were being 

consumed by GAS, 11 of which 
had never been documented 

before. As well, it was noted that 
GAS seemed to be following the 

typical behaviour of GAS 
documented in other countries. 

Several instances of snails mating 
were also noted. It is hoped that 

this information can be used to 
help plan both control methods 

and more detailed life history 
studies in the future. 
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