Bioengineering FAQ  http://www.mcgill.ca/bioengineering/

What is Bioengineering?
The Department of Bioengineering is the first new Department at McGill in 50 years
Bioengineering can be partitioned into two main pursuits:

1) Applying Engineering principles to biology and medicine
Mechanical changes in tissues are associated with a broad range of diseases; understanding and addressing these mechanical aspects using the principles of physical sciences and engineering provides an invaluable input for modern medicine.

2) Using biology as a design platform for engineering
This brings a radical new approach to Engineering; in the same way that Chemical Engineers apply chemistry to solve problems, Bioengineers use biology as a tool.
Biology is unique in the world in its material properties: adaptive mechanics & shape, active forces, tunable stiffness.  These properties are essential for life, but we also endeavor to “reverse-engineer” these properties into new biomimetic materials.
Biology also uses “smart” iterative approaches for problem solving, such as pathfinding & route design.
	
3) By contrast, Biomedical Engineering is within the Faculty of Medicine and is more solely focused on medical applications.

What can I do with Bioengineering?
Bioengineers graduate with a uniquely broad and sought after skill set. As fully accredited engineers, they are ready to enter diverse industrial engineering jobs. Moreover, they have the particular benefit of an education in biology as well.  This means that Bioengineering students can also find unique jobs in medical and health-science applications.

Tell me about McGill’s Bioengineering programs.
1) The Department of Bioengineering is first new department at McGill in half a century, with four fulltime faculty as of fall 2013, and three more joining this winter.

2) Our undergraduate program will start in September 2014 or January 2015. If you want to apply to our undergraduate program for 2014, we suggest that you apply to another program within the Faculty of Engineering, and once our program is underway, you can apply to transfer in.

3) Our graduate program is starting next year as part of an Interfaculty program with the Faculty of Medicine; this hybrid program will offer an exceptional graduate program with diverse resources and educational opportunities which  

Is there a minor in Bioengineering?
No, however a minor is offered in Biomedical Engineering in the faculty of medicine, which does not offer an undergraduate major.

