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Campaign McGill and the Future of Arts 
Education 

Imagine a world without poetry and literature. In which people, organizations and governments 
lack the ability to learn from the past, or the insight to chart the best course for the future.  

Education in the social sciences and humanities is at the core of every great university and every 
great civilization. A strong arts education prepares students to be independent thinkers, capable 
of sifting through complex webs of information and forging a consensus among their colleagues 
and peers. It provides the analytical tools, perspective and communications ability that is critical 
to successful lives in virtually every field of human endeavour. From boardrooms to courtrooms, 
from television studios to the highest level of government, graduates of McGill’s Faculty of Arts 
are making their mark around the world. A great university without a great faculty of arts is 
unimaginable. 

Today, McGill’s Faculty of Arts is preparing to write the next chapter in a history spanning 
nearly two centuries of building a passion for free inquiry, cultural understanding and creativity. 

Under the auspices of Campaign McGill, the Faculty is seeking $102.25-million to support 
undergraduate learning opportunities and financial aid for undergraduate students, attract and 
nurture top faculty and graduate students, and create new research and teaching programs to 
meet the needs of a new century. 

Making History through Arts Education and 
Research 

The breakthrough technologies that we take for granted today – telecommunications, modern 
medicine, global trading networks – did not arise in a vacuum. They were all enabled and drove 
dynamic social, political and cultural changes. Social progress, enterprise success and the 
determination and realization of national and international goals and objectives depend on 
more than technology. Arts education and arts research help form the understanding and 
perspective – and the policy and cultural framework – necessary for business success and social 
advancement. 

For generations, McGill’s Faculty of Arts has prepared its students to play leadership roles in 
business, government and the arts, both in Canada and abroad. Our faculty members conduct 
research that drives cultural and social advancement and advise governments, agencies, 
corporations and organizations around the world. 



 0.000 

 FACULTY OF ARTS 2

 

ABOVE  Marc Raboy, Professor and 
Beaverbrook Chair in Ethics, Media and 
Communications in the Department of 
Art History and Communications 
Studies, speaking at a Media@McGill 
Public Lecture on “New Wars and the 
New Media.” 

ABOVE  McGill Vice-Principal for Public Affairs, Michael 
Goldbloom, former McGill Chancellor Gretta Chambers and 
her brother, McGill Professor Emeritus of Philosophy 
Charles Taylor, at the Wednesday, March 14, 
announcement in New York of Professor Taylor’s 2007 
Templeton Prize. 

McGill faculty are at the leading edge of development in Arts 
education and research   

To build top-level programs that cut across academic disciplines, academic departments must 
be at the peak of excellence. McGill Arts has 18 academic departments, a vibrant School of Social 
Work, and is a founding member of the cross-faculty McGill School of Environment. More than 
40 per cent of the Faculty’s 270 tenure-track professors have been at McGill for less than five 
years, ensuring that McGill Arts programs remain at the forefront of teaching and research. 
Over the past five years alone, McGill Arts has recruited more than 100 new professors from the 
world’s pre-eminent universities, including Harvard, Yale, Cornell and the University of Chicago. 
In addition to keeping McGill Arts at the leading edge, the emphasis on faculty renewal has 
reduced the student- to-faculty ratio, provided more course and program choices, and 
strengthened faculty involvement in research conducted by undergraduate and graduate 
students.  

The Faculty is a world leader in research and teaching on public policy, 
international security, nationalism and managing diverse societies 

 The Department of Political Science is home to prominent scholars in conflict and 
war, security studies, post-conflict reconstruction, multiculturalism and nationalism – 
in particular, Middle East politics, security and development.   
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 The School of Social Work is led by director Wendy Thomson, who came to McGill 
after serving as a senior adviser to Britain’s Prime Minister Tony Blair during a period 
of massive public service reform in the U.K. The School’s Centre for Research on 
Children and Families helps Montreal social service providers use research results to 
assist vulnerable children and their families and is engaged in a national study of child 
abuse.  

 The Faculty’s Institute of Islamic Studies is unique in North America and 
recognized as a world authority in the study of Islamic thought and society. 
For more than five decades it has been a meeting place where scholars and students 
from the Muslim world, North America and Europe are able to take a pluralistic 
approach to understanding Islam and the Islamic world. Islamic societies have been 
severely under-studied in the West, and the work of the Institute’s internationally 
recognized professors and researchers fills a critical knowledge gap that examines 
Islam from pre-colonial origins to the politics of today. Khalid Medani, an assistant 
professor of Political Science and Islamic Studies, received a $100,000 Carnegie 
Scholarship to examine what leads African youth to join Islamist fundamentalist 
organizations. Professor Medani is the sole Canada-based researcher among 21 
recipients of the two-year grants. More recently, the Institute received grant funding 
from the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI), with matching funds from the 
Quebec Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport, and additional funds from 
McGill’s Faculty of Arts for a new database that will take rare Islamic manuscripts from 
archives around the world and make them digital, legible and searchable.  

 The Institute for Health and Social Policy is a joint initiative between the faculties 
of Arts and Medicine which capitalizes on McGill’s outstanding strengths in both social 
and health sciences. It conducts world-leading research into how social conditions 
impact health, and translates research findings into policies and programs that improve 
the social conditions of millions of people around the world. The Institute’s director, Dr. 
Jody Heymann, is an internationally recognized expert in the field who has come to 
McGill from Harvard, and whose research in health and social policy has led to her 
advising bodies such as UNESCO, the U.S. Senate, the World Health Organization and 
the International Labour Organization.  

 McGill Arts research is shaping policy development around the world: The 
McGill Middle East Program in Civil Society and Peace Building provides fellowships to 
Israeli, Palestinian and Jordanian students, who earn master’s degrees in social work at 
McGill University and then return to work in the program’s five storefront practice 
centres in the Middle East. Sociology professor Kathleen Fallon uses her fieldwork in 
Ghana to investigate how the democratization process in sub-Saharan Africa is opening 
up new opportunities for women to become involved in politics at the local and 
national level. McGill’s History department and Professor Gwyn Campbell, Canada 
Research Chair in Indian Ocean World History, recently brought an international  
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conference to bear on the issue of the slave trade, raising awareness about modern-day 
human trafficking and today’s victims – predominantly women and children  

 Supporting the developing world: The Centre for Developing-Area Studies 
has broken down the divisions between academic disciplines to bring together scholars 
exploring the economics, living standards and foundations of democratic governance in 
developing countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean and the Middle East. 
The Centre plays a decisive role in ensuring that evidence-based research is converted 
quickly into real policy and practice to help those in the developing world. 

 The scholars of the McGill Institute for the Study of Canada (MISC) form a 
distinct national voice, exploring Canadian heritage and identity in all its complex 
forms – from multiculturalism to the Charter of Rights to our relationship with the 
United States – and engaging prominent players from all sides of an issue in 
constructive debate through a celebrated annual conference. MISC’s research arm 
includes the new Observatory on Media and Public Policy, which analyzes the impact 
the media has on public policy and investigates the role of the media during elections. 

 

ABOVE  Elizabeth Sully, U2 International Development Studies and Political Science, took time out from 
her internship with Liverpool VCT in Kenya this past summer to visit friends in Fort Portal, Uganda. 
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McGill Arts programs reflect – and shape – Montreal’s unique cultural and 
linguistic dynamic 

 Scholars in French and English literature and culture form a bilingual hub 
for literary studies. McGill’s Department of English brings together three areas of 
study – Literature, Drama and Theatre, and Cultural Studies – making it 
interdisciplinary from the ground up. Expertise in Canadian and Québécois literature – 
from Canadian modernism to Quebec cultural history, from Gabrielle Roy to Margaret 
Atwood – spans both departments and is enhanced by collaboration with the McGill 
Institute for the Study of Canada in areas such as material culture and the situation of 
women in modern Canada. The Département de langue et littérature françaises 
includes a slate of Governor-General’s Award winners among its distinguished 
professors (François Ricard, Yvan Lamonde, Yvon Rivard), and features important 
inter-university research groups such as the History of the Book in Canada project. And 
the inter-faculty Quebec Studies Program provides a unique view on Quebec realities, 
through the study of francophone society from within a well-integrated anglophone 
university. 

 Communicating for better care: In 2006, the Faculty of Arts received $11.5- 
million from Health Canada to help improve English-language health services in 
Canada. The four-year Language Training and Human Resources 
Development Project will improve English-language instruction for front-line 
health service providers in areas of Quebec with anglophone communities, and ensure 
that English-speaking people in the province have equitable access to health and social 
services in their own language. 

 Tracking digital culture: Media@McGill, headed by Dr. Marc Raboy, the 
Beaverbrook Chair in Ethics, Media and Communications, is a hub of research and 
public outreach on issues and controversies in media, technology and culture. Scholars 
in Communication Studies explore the contemporary concerns of our new technological 
age, such as the use of new media to distribute cultural products, the future of public 
broadcasting, and how the mass media shapes public debate about crime, terrorism, 
war and citizenship. 

McGill Arts undergrads are among the most 
talented and diverse of any university in the 
world 

McGill Arts students have the highest average entry grade of students at any Canadian 
university. Their diversity contributes strongly to an environment geared toward exploration 
across cultures and academic disciplines. Just over a third of the Faculty’s undergraduate 
students are from Quebec, around 40 per cent are from the rest of Canada, and 25 per cent are  
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international students. The Faculty is equally diverse linguistically:  24 per cent of Arts students 
claim a mother tongue other than English. The result: McGill Arts gives students the example to 
prepare for life in a multicultural, cross-perspective, linguistically diverse world: through classes 
and seminars, through internship programs and through peer learning from their fellow 
students. 

 The Arts Internship Program offers students the opportunity to gain real-world 
experience with international development agencies, the professional media, cultural 
institutions, government agencies, NGOs and private sector enterprises. Arts students 
have interned in Uganda to promote HIV/AIDS prevention in refugee camps, 
participated in conflict resolution in Central America and tackled poverty by building 
business opportunities in Kenya through microfinancing projects.  

 The Arts Legacy Freshman Program provides a new interdisciplinary approach to 
undergraduate liberal arts education. The program is built on an integrated approach 
to exploring world civilizations, and provides group seminars and tutorials examining 
four periods of innovation: the ancient Greek and Chinese worlds, the medieval 
European and Islamic worlds, the early modern transatlantic worlds and the emerging 
modern worlds of both the West and developing countries.  

 Multi-track Programs allow students to acquire a breadth of knowledge in at least 
two core disciplines in the social sciences and/or humanities. Faculty Programs 
enable students to follow courses drawn from departments in at least two faculties to 
form an intellectually coherent concentration, allowing them to study an issue from a 
combination of perspectives. The Bachelor of Arts and Science degree, offered 
jointly with the Faculty of Science, provides students with the opportunity for in-depth, 
interdisciplinary study that can lead to graduate work or careers in integrated fields like  

 

ABOVE  Guest lecturer, Professor François M. Gagnon, talks to students of the McGill Quebec Studies 
Summer Institute about the Refus Global and the influence of Paul-Émile Borduas. 
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ABOVE  Kimberly Tam (U3 Arts) and Alvin Yip (U2 Science) study for an exam in the McGill Bookstore 
Café. 

environmental studies or cognitive science. And the pioneering, inter-faculty McGill 
School of Environment offers full BA degrees, as well as diplomas for students who 
have completed their undergraduate work. 

Campaign McGill and the Faculty of Arts 

McGill Arts graduates and professors have been making history since the creation of the Faculty. 
Their mark of achievement – Rhodes Scholarships, Pulitzer Prizes, Academy, Tony and Grammy 
Awards, leadership in the top ranks of business, government and the judiciary at home and 
abroad – is unparalleled in Canada and ranks with the top universities anywhere in the world. 

Through Campaign McGill, the Faculty is seeking the private support required to meet the needs 
of its extraordinary students and conduct research with a national and international impact. The 
Faculty has identified $102.25-million in academic priorities to support the following objectives: 

1. Support and Nurture our Superbly Talented Students 

Undergraduate Students 

Scholarships and Bursaries 

Direct Funding: $6-million 
Endowment: $12-million 

Undergraduate Research Experience 

Direct Funding: $1-million 
Endowment: $1-million 
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Graduate Students 

Fellowships/In-course awards 

Direct Funding: $10-million 
Endowment: $14-million 

Graduate Research Experience 

Direct Funding: $1-million 
Endowment: $1-million 

2. Establish Strategic Excellence in Teaching and Research 

Policy Studies 

Health Policy 

 Institute for Health and Social Policy, Direct Funding: $750,000,  
 Endowment: $2-million 

Chair in Health and Society 
Endowment: $3-million 

Chair in Health Economics 
Endowment: $3-million 

Social Policy 

School of Social Work, Director’s Fund 
Direct Funding: $750,000. Endowment: $1.25-million 

Centre for Research on Children and Families 
Endowment: $2-million 

Public Policy 

 McGill Institute for the Study of Canada 
Direct Funding: $750,000. Endowment: $1.25-million 

Program in Canada-U.S. Relations 
Direct Funding: $750,000, Endowment: $1.25-million 

Policy Analysis 

Chair of Social Statistics and Public Policy 
Endowment: $3-million 

Language, Literature and Culture 

Institute of Islamic Studies 

Chair in Islamic Studies 
Endowment: $3-million 

Chair in Modern and Contemporary Islam 
Endowment: $3-million 

 Program Support 
Direct Funding: $500,000 
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First Nations 

Chair in First Nations Studies 
Endowment: $3-million 

Creative Writing 

English-French Writer-in-Residence Program 
Direct Funding: $1.5-million 
Endowment: $2-million 

International Development 

Institute for International Development 

Program Support 
Direct Funding: $1-million 

Chair in Nations, States and Development 
Endowment: $3-million 

Chair in Environment and Development 
Endowment: $3-million 

Chair in Health and Development 
Endowment: $3-million 

Interdisciplinary Initiatives 
Chair in Law and Society (joint with Law) 

Endowment: $1.5-million 
Chair in Gender and Sexuality 

Endowment: $3-million 

3. Support Academic Innovation 

Dean’s Visiting Professorship Fund 
Direct Funding: $750,000 
Endowment: $1.25-million 

Dean’s Research and Teaching Initiatives Fund 
Direct Funding: $750,000 
Endowment: $1.25-million 

4. Support our People and Programs with Improved Facilities  

Infrastructure/Physical Facilities 
Direct Funding: $5-million 
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Appendix 1: 
History in the Making: McGill Arts graduates 

Arts alumnus John Humphrey, BA’27, helped set out the basic principles of human rights for 
all the people of the world when he drafted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.  
 
Canadian Supreme Court justices Ian Binnie, BA’60, and Morris Fish, BA’59, holds two of 
the most important seats in Canadian jurisprudence.  
 
Marie-Claire Kirkland, BA’47, was the first woman elected to the National Assembly in 
Quebec, the first woman appointed a cabinet minister and the first woman judge on the Quebec 
Provincial Court. Joan Fraser, BA’65, and Vivienne Poy, BA’62, serve as members of the 
Senate of Canada, while Monique Jérôme-Forget, BA’71, PhD’77, is the current Quebec 
finance minister. 
 
Charles Taylor, BA’52, emeritus professor of philosophy, received the $1.5-million Templeton 
Prize for his work emphasizing the importance of both the secular and spiritual dimensions in 
dealing with issues like violence and hatred. 
 
Steven Pinker, BA’76, is an influential psychologist, cognitive scientist and bestselling science 
writer.  
 
Adam Gopnik, BA’80, is an author and writer for New Yorker magazine.  
 
John Ralston Saul, BA’69, is a prize-winning essayist, novelist and one of Canada’s foremost 
intellectuals.  
 
Lionel Tiger, BA’57, MA’60, is a renowned biological anthropologist and author. 
 
Mark Starowicz, BA’68, is the producer behind some of Canada’s groundbreaking news and 
documentary programs, including As It Happens, Sunday Morning, The Journal and Canada: 
A People’s History.  
 
Moses Znaimer, BA’63, is the maverick TV broadcasting force who founded Bravo! CityTV 
and MuchMusic.  
 
John F. Burns, BA’66, is a Pulitzer Prize-winning bureau chief for the New York Times in 
Baghdad. 
 
Jan Wong, BA’74, is a controversial journalist for the Globe and Mail.  
 
Shirley Thomson, PhD’82, has been director of the Canada Council for the Arts and of the 
National Gallery of Canada. 
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John H. McCall MacBain, BA’80, is the founder, President and Chief Executive Officer of 
Trader Classified Media, one of the world’s largest classified advertising companies. 
 
Ian Brodie, BA’90, has been Chief of Staff in Stephen Harper’s Prime Minister’s Office since 
Harper’s ascension to prime minister in 2006. 
 
Current political science student Nejeed Kassam has founded End Poverty Now, an NGO 
fighting poverty worldwide.  
 
Political Science student Katie McKenna has directed a documentary produced by the 
National Film Board that explores the pressures facing teenage boys as seen through the lives of 
four Montreal teens in their final year of high school.  

 

 

 


