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Students in the second year of the B.Sc. (Arch.) program, who have not 
started Design & Construction 3, are invited to participate in the School’s 
annual housing design competition. The competition is a self-directed 
problem involving housing design and is based on two separate awards: 
the Murdoch Laing Prize, and Le Prix de la Fondation Habitat ’67, Inc. 

The Murdoch Laing Prize was made possible by the bequest of the late Mrs. 
Florence B. Laing, in memory of her only son, a graduate of the McGill School of 
Architecture, who was killed at Courcelette, France, in 1916, while serving with 
the 24th Canadian Infantry Battalion. Under the terms of the will, the prize “shall 
be paid to the student … of the School of Architecture who shall be adjudged by 
the faculty of the School to have presented the best plans … for a modern city 
house, both as to economy of construction costs and effectiveness of planning.” 


Le Prix de la Fondation Habitat ’67, Inc. was made possible with a donation by 
the Habitat ’67 Foundation to commemorate the inauguration of Habitat ’67 at 
the 1967 Montreal Universal Exposition (Expo 67). Under the terms of the gift, 
the prize “shall be awarded to a student in the School of Architecture who has 
demonstrated excellence in the innovative housing design in the second year”. 
The prize, this year, will be approximately $1,200, and the jury reserves the right 
to split the award. 

 Projects will be assessed by a jury, composed of members of staff who will 
chose the scheme(s) that will be awarded the Murdoch Laing Prize and Le Prix 
de la Fondation Habitat “67, Inc. The Jury may split the prize(s) amongst two or 
more meritorious submissions or it may deny the prizes in the event that no 
submission is deemed to be meritorious.  
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Please note:  Due to restrictions, exchange, visiting, and special students are not 
eligible for prize money. Their work will still be judged at the final exhibition and 
jury prizes can still be awarded. 

DESIGN BRIEF                                                                                                                               
This year the competition  will entail the design of a house for the Canada Arts Council 
recipient of the Council's Residence Bursary in Montreal. The design will provide 
accommodation for the recipient and his/her family. The family composition will 
typically consist of a couple and two to three children. 


THE SITE.                                                                                                                        
The site is a  parcel occupied until last year by an apartment complex.  It is located on 
the SE corner of the intersection  of Roy St and Laval Ave. The lot is a rectangle 10.50 
m. wide x 20.50 m. long.  A service lane borders the east side of the lot. The land is 
totally flat. The Bylaws require that, except for minor projections and recesses, the 
facade of the new building be lined up with those of its neighbours. 


The ultimate goal for this exercise is to design a prototype that is capable of maximum 
flexibility for varied contemporary social situations, while providing a rich architectural 
context.  It is along such criteria that the competition will be judged. The choice is up 
to each participant and will certainly reflect his or her attitude as to what is appropriate 
for sustainable urban living in the 21 st century.


Apart from the provision for a normal residential program (living, cooking, eating, 
sleeping, washing, etc.), the following guidelines and requirements must be met:  no fix 
floor areas for the dwelling unit(s), but keep in mind that a 200m2 house can very 
comfortably accommodate four bedrooms. The building shall not exceed a height of 
12.5m above ground level, allowing a potential of 3.5 floors (a half-basement emerging 
above ground). The lot must have between 60% - 70 % (max) building coverage. The 
rest of the site is to be open for a "meditation garden" to be located preferably on the 
area of the lot that borders the service lane. The garden should be surrounded by a 
high wall.


Each participant is responsible for identifying the concept directing his/her design, and 
the atmosphere they wish to instil in the neighbourhood. But we encourage 
participants to respect (and play with) some of the qualities and characteristics of the 
typical Montreal triplex + duplex thus becoming conscious of constructing a 
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relationship between your project and the enduring urban form. There is a well 
established fabric in the Plateau Mont-Royal, which, as an ensemble, constitutes itself  
a collective memory, whose meaning is stronger and more permanent than any 
formalistic vision. In contrast to such collective artifact, lies the private living space: an 
interior topography conceived for the enhancement of the modern individual. We ask 
you to reflect upon that dialectic.


DEADLINES AND REQUIREMENTS


Schedule.                                                          


Stage 1: Launching of Project (Web). 1 May 2017


Stage 2: Final Submission. 1 September 2017 at 5:00 p.m.


Tuesday 4 September at 5 pm. The projects must be pinned on the wall by 5 pm; no 
extensions permitted! Late submissions will NOT be eligible for the competition. The 
jury will review the projects on Wednesday  5 September  and present the prizes at 
5:00 pm. Attendance is mandatory. The jury’s presentation will be followed by an open 
discussion.


Requirements:


Two (2) A1 panels oriented horizontally (approx 33 in x 47 in). Your student ID number 
must be indicated on the lower right-hand corner of the right-hand panel. No names or 
other identifying marks may appear.


- Plans of each level @ 1:50; ground floor plan must show relationship to existing stairs.


- Primary sections and elevations @ 1:50


- 1 exterior perspective, 1 axonometric


- Please include a title and/or short sentence describing the key idea of your project, 
maximum 25 words.


- Drawings must be clearly but discreetly labeled.
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THE OBJECTIVES


To make the project viable, certain definite objectives are to be met. These relate 
equally to economics realities, to design qualities and to urban design considerations:


1. The proposed house must be modern but conceived as an integral part of the street 
composition. The ensemble must read as one architectural entity, though the new part 
must not be a copy of the old one.


2. The house may be built with a timber frame with masonry cladding, or entirely out of 
masonry.


.


Lot in May 2017 after demolition of apartment complex. Photo RLC@17
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Project site: old apartment building before demolition and site plan.
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