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Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 18th September 2014, from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m., Arts Council Room 
Present:  L. White (Acting Chair), A. Asghar, C. Ayukawa, D. Benrimoh, O. Dyens, J. Galbraith,  
L. Gallardo, L. Khoury, M. Kreiswirth, B. Nicolau, J. Potter, X. St-Denis, E. Sarigöllü, M. Scott, 
P. Smith, C. Stewart-Kanigan, S. Stroud, S. Thibert, C. Urbain, T. Western, L. White, L. Winer,  
J. Degans (Secretary to APC) 
Regrets: A.C. Masi (Chair), R. Chromik, T. Hébert, I. Henderson, S. Huebner, S. McDougall 
 
 
 

The Acting Chair welcomed the new APC members.  
 

1. Agenda 
The agenda was approved.  

  
2.  Minutes of meeting of 15th May 2014  

 The minutes were approved. 
 

3. Business arising 
i. Senate approvals 

It was reported that the Faculty of Engineering’s proposal to create a B. Eng; major in 
Bioengineering reviewed by APC on May 15th, 2014 was approved by Senate on September 
17th, 2014. The Department of Bioengineering is now working on a proposal that will be sent 
to the Bureau de Coopération Universitaire for approval. 

 
ii. Review of the operation of the Cyclical Unit Review Office (CURO) 

 APC continued its discussion of the review of operation of the Cyclical Unit Review Office, 
interrupted when its meeting adjourned last May. Members were reminded that APC agreed 
to abolish the Subcommittee on Academic Unit Reviews, and to discuss only those review 
reports where serious concerns have been raised. It was agreed that all reviews would 
continue to be posted to the APC website and that members of APC will be informed 
whenever this happens, so that they can request that particular reports be placed on the APC 
agenda. 
 
Proposed revisions to the Policy on Cyclical Academic Unit Reviews were also discussed. It was 
agreed to:  
- remove from the policy document details regarding procedures, such as the use and 
provision of data, as well as the maximum length of the self-study document and review 
committee report. Instead, such details will be incorporated into the guidelines and templates 
provided by CURO. 
- clarify that the Deans and the Provost are responsible for following up on issues raised in the 
report. 
- change the mention of a “6 year strategic plan” to “a multi-year strategic plan”. 
 
There was considerable discussion of whether or not it is necessary to mention the 
involvement of student groups under Objectives, Priorities and Activities, given that student 
issues are covered in the sections on Teaching and Research. A number of suggestions were 
made and the Vice Chair agreed to bring a revised wording back for consideration. 
 
The revised document will come back to APC for approval at its next meeting. 
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iii. Policies and Guidelines on Graduate Student Advising and Supervision 
APC discussed and rejected the possibility of making supervisory committees mandatory for 
Master’s students. It was however noted that, with the exception of the supervisory 
committees, these guidelines are applicable to all graduate students.  
It was agreed that the cover memo attached to the proposed policy would mention that this is 
a mark-up of an existing document. 

 
 

4.  New Business         
i. APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP)    

a. The proposed membership was approved.   
 
 

ii. International Education 
a. University- wide partnership 

- University of Maryland, U.S. 
- University of Cape Town, South Africa 
- University of Bologna/ Università di Bologna, Italy  
- Shanghai Jiao Tong University 
 

The Deputy Provost reported that departmental concerns regarding the additional 
administrative workload these partnerships create are being looked into. 
 
APC approved the faculty-wide partnerships listed above, with the caveat that the partnership 
with the University of Cape Town will only be finalized if a suitable financial agreement vetted by 
the Office of the Budget and the Office of the Provost is reached. 
 These approvals will be reported to Senate for information in APC’s 458th report (for the meeting 
of Senate of October 22nd, 2014). 

 
b. Faculty-specific partnerships 

- The School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London (UK) 
-  Fundação Getulio Vargas – EBAPE, Brazilian School of Public and Business Administration,    
Brazil (Desautels Faculty of Management) 
- Católica Lisbon, School of Business and Economics, Portugal (Desautels Faculty of 
Management) 
- University of Trento, Italy (Faculty of Law) 
 

APC approved the proposed faculty-specific partnerships listed above. These approvals will be 
reported to Senate for information in APC’s 458th report (for the meeting of Senate of October 
22nd, 2014) 

 

5. Other 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 
 


