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Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 16th April 2015, from 3:00 
to 5:00 p.m., room 302, James Administration Building 
Present:  L. White (Acting Chair), A. Asghar, C. Ayukawa, O. Dyens, J. Galbraith, L. Gallardo, T. Hébert,  
I. Henderson, S. Huebner, L. Khoury, S. McDougall, B. Nicolau, J. Potter, E. Sarigöllü, C. Stewart Kanigan,  
P. Smith, X. St-Denis, C. Urbain, L. Winer, J. Degans (Secretary to APC) 
Regrets: A.C. Masi (Chair), D. Benrimoh, R. Chromik, M. Ghiasi, M. Kreiswirth, J. Potter, M. Scott,  
S. Stroud, S. Thibert, T. Western  
 

 
The meeting was conducted by the Acting Chair. 
 

1. Agenda 
The agenda was approved, with item 4, iv. being moved down to accommodate our guest.  

  
2.  Minutes of meeting of 26th February 2015 

The minutes were approved, with the proviso that a typo be corrected in paragraph 4. iii., which 
should read as follows:  
 
“(…) the word “responsibility” be kept, but separated from academic freedom by a coma comma (…)” 
 

3. Business arising 
 

i. Report on the Senate meeting of 18th March 2015 
It was reported that Senate approved the Graduate Certificate in Digital Archives Management and 
the Graduate Certificate in Information and Knowledge Management at its meeting of 18th March 
2015. 
 

ii. APC’s subcommittees 
APC needs to appoint new Chairs for both the Subcommittee on Professional Programs and the 
Subcommittee on Continuing Education. It was agreed that this will be discussed at the next meeting 
of APC. TLS is working on redefining the terms of reference of the Subcommittee on Online 
Education, and is looking into regrouping it with another committee or workgroup to avoid any 
duplication. A proposal will come to a later meeting.  
 

iii. Undergraduate Learning Outcomes Workgroup 
APC agreed that the workgroup should be discussed at the next meeting, including the need for a 
new Chair.  
 

iv. McGill Mission Statement 
The committee agreed to:  
 
- modify the first sentence, which should read: “The mission of McGill University is the 

advancement of learning and the creation and dissemination of knowledge” 
- use the term “inclusiveness” instead of “respect for diversity” 
- use the word “responsibility” rather than “accountability” but move the word so that it does not 

follow "academic freedom".. 
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The revised Mission Statement will be presented to Senate in APC’s 464th report (for the meeting 
of Senate of April 22nd, 2015). 

 
4. New business 

  
i. Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs 
• SCTP report #7 on meeting of February 19th, 2015                  

- Faculty of Science 
B.Sc.; Major in Chemistry; Measurement (62 cr.) 
B.Sc.; Honours in Chemistry; Measurement (74 cr.) 

 
These were approved by APC. These approvals are final and will be reported to Senate for information 
in APC’s 464th report (for the meeting of Senate of April 22nd, 2015). 

 
 

• SCTP report #8 on meeting of March 12th, 2015                     
- School of Continuing Studies 

Professional Development Certificate; Project Management (32.5-44.5 CEUs) 
 

This was approved by AP. and will be reported to Senate for approval in APC’s 464th report (for the 
meeting of Senate of April 22nd, 2015). 

 
- Faculty of Medicine 

M.Sc.; Family Medicine; Bioethics (45 cr.) 
- Faculty of Science 

B.Sc.; Major in Geology (66 cr.) 
B.Sc.; Honours in Geology (75 cr.) 

 
These were approved by APC. These approvals are final and will be reported to Senate for information 
in APC’s 464th report (for the meeting of Senate of April 22nd, 2015). 
 

ii. Transfer Credit Policy 
The proposed policy would allow students earning credits in another institution to transfer them to 
McGill similarly to students taking part in an exchange program. If the proposed changes are 
approved, credits acceptable for graduation at the host university would be transferred to McGill. 
APC had no objections in principle but this requested that:  
- In paragraph 1, the sentence “students studying away on their own” be modified to specify that 

the policy applies to students taking credit courses in another institution 
- In paragraph 2, the following change be made: “credits that have not been preapproved may 

might not be transferred” 
 

 

iii. International Education 
Universidad Andrés Bello, Chile (Faculty of Education) 
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APC showed concern regarding the status of this institution and requested that more background 
information be provided, as well as a clearer understanding of the benefits such a partnership could 
have for McGill University.  
 
Sapienza, Università di Roma, (Italy) 
Durham University, UK 
 
APC approved the last two partnerships listed above. These approvals are final and will be reported 
to Senate for information in APC’s 464th report (for the meeting of Senate of April 22nd, 2015) 
 

 
5. Other 

The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 
 

 


