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Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 9th October 2014, from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m., room 302, James Administration Building 
Present:  A.C. Masi (Chair), A. Asghar, C. Ayukawa, R. Chromik,  O. Dyens, J. Galbraith, I. Henderson,  
M. Kreiswirth,  X. St-Denis, E. Sarigöllü, M. Scott, P. Smith, C. Stewart-Kanigan, S. Stroud, S. Thibert,  
C. Urbain, T. Western, L. White, L. Winer, J. Degans (Secretary to APC) 
Regrets: D. Benrimoh, L. Gallardo, T. Hébert, S. Huebner, L. Khoury, S. McDougall, B. Nicolau, J. Potter 
 

 
1. Agenda 

The agenda was approved.  
  

2.  Minutes of meeting of 18th September 2014  
The minutes were approved. 
 

3. Business arising 
 

i. CURO - Revised policy on cyclical academic unit reviews 
It was agreed that the Regulations on Cyclical Academic Unit Reviews would be modified to better 
reflect the importance of research at the University and brought back to APC for further 
consideration.  

ii. Anonymous marking of exams 
It was reported to APC that the Deans did not support the idea of anonymous marking of exams.  

iii. Undergraduate Learning Outcomes Working group 
It was agreed that APC needs to look into what the workgroup has achieved so far before 
appointing a new Chair and potentially adjusting its mandate.  

iv. Copyright policy 
The Chair reported that McGill’s contract with COPIBEC was extended for another three years. In 
the meantime, a compliance office has been set up and is working on developing McGill’s own 
copyright policy, with the goal of not renewing the contract with COPIBEC when it expires.  

v. Nomenclature of academic entities 
Revised documents will be circulated and discussed at the next meeting of APC. 

vi. APC’s Subcommittee on Online Education (SOE)   
It was agreed that TLS will undertake to revise the outdated terms of reference of the 
Subcommittee on Online Education.   
 

4. New business 
  

i. APC’s subcommittees annual reports 
The committee reviewed the subcommittees’ annual reports and made the following remarks: 
- an undergraduate student representative should be appointed to the Research and Advisory 
Council. The Chair of RAC will be contacted to that effect. 
- the development of both an Office of Accreditation for Professional Programs and an Office for 
Professions Education as proposed in the annual report of APC’s Subcommittee on Professional 
Programs (SPP) appears unnecessary, as their mandates would be too overlapping. It was suggested 
that the goals of the Subcommittee be adjusted accordingly.  
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- section 1.1.b. of the report of APC’s Subcommittee on Teaching and Learning should explicitly 
detail the conditions for post-retirement eligibility for the Lifetime Achievement Award for 
Leadership in Learning. 
 

ii. Annual APC report to Senate   
The annual APC report to Senate was approved with the proviso that the list of academic units to be 
reviewed in 2014/2015 be updated. 
  

iii. Membership – Subcommittee on Teaching and Learning  
The membership was approved. A representative of the Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences will be appointed later.  
 

iv. Proposal for the refocusing and renaming of the McGill Centre for Host Resistance to the McGill 
International TB Centre 
It was agreed to return the proposal to address the following issues: 
- the proposal should clearly state that the people currently affiliated with the Centre for the Study 
of Host resistance are aware of the refocusing and renaming of the Centre. 
- those proposing the revised name for the Centre should be made aware that the use of the McGill 
International TB Centre’s acronym (MITBC) could be misleading.  
- the websites for both the Centre for the Study of Host Resistance and the McGill International TB 
Centre should be updated and linked to each other. 
It was also suggested that, on page 10 of the proposal, paragraph V. c should read as follows: 
“McGill already has an AIDS Centre and a Centre for Parasitology Centre for Host Parasite 
Interactions…” 
The committee also noted that the Policy on Research Centres should include a detailed procedure 
for the renaming of research centres, and list the necessary criteria to qualify for a name change (vs. 
the creation of a new centre). 
 

v. Policy on late withdrawals  
APC referred the Policy back to ESAAC, requesting that: 
- the second recommendation, which is ambiguous, be clarified 
- the Policy clearly state whether it is referring to the advising  transcript or the external transcript 
every time a transcript is mentioned in the proposal 
- “exceptional cases” be better defined: APC was particularly interested in knowing whether the 
Policy is directed at students who dropped out for a full term or a single class. 
      

vii. APC’s terms of reference 
The committee was informed that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Enhancement of Senate Meetings 
recommended that APC’s terms of reference should be reviewed to determine whether or not 
Senate should be more engaged in particular aspects of APC’s work. Members were asked to 
familiarize themselves with the Ad Hoc Committee Report and APC’s terms of reference for further 
discussion at the next APC meeting. 
 

5. Other 
The meeting adjourned at 5 p.m. 

 


