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Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 26th February 2015, from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m., room 302, James Administration Building 
Present:  A.C. Masi (Chair), L. White (Vice Chair), A. Asghar, R. Chromik, O. Dyens, J. Galbraith,  
L. Gallardo, M. Ghiasi, I. Henderson, S. Huebner, L. Khoury, M. Kreiswirth, S. McDougall, B. Nicolau,  
E. Sarigöllü, M. Scott, C. Stewart-Kanigan, C. Rourke, C. Urbain, T. Western, J. Degans (Secretary to APC) 
Regrets: C. Ayukawa, D. Benrimoh, T. Hébert, J. Potter, P. Smith, S. Stroud, S. Thibert, L. Winer. 

The meeting was conducted by the Vice Chair. 

1. Agenda
The agenda was approved, with item 4, iii being moved up to 4, i to accommodate our guest. 

2. Minutes of meeting of 12th February 2015
The minutes were approved. 

3. Business arising

i. Report on the Senate meeting of 18th February 2015
It was reported that Senate approved the four proposed new programs as well as the creation of
the Trottier Institute for Science and Public policy at its meeting of 18th January 2015.

4. New business

i. Council on Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies
After having difficulties finding enough graduate students to serve, the Council on Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies (CGPS), in agreement with PGSS, decided to reduce the number of student
representatives from 8 to 6. Membership was also revised to include a Teaching and Learning
Services member, with a voice but no vote.

APC approved the revised membership and composition of CGPS, and requested that CGPS look 
into reducing the number of its Faculty representatives as well, in order to streamline its 
processes.  

ii. Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs
a. SCTP report #6 on meeting of February 5th, 2014
• Faculty of Arts

• M.S.W.; Non-Thesis – Gender and Women’s Studies (45 cr.)
• M.I.St.; Non-Thesis – Project (48 cr.)
• M.I.St.; Non-Thesis (48 cr.)
• M.A. in Classics; Non-Thesis (45 cr.)

These were approved by APC. These approvals are final and will be reported to Senate for 
information in APC’s 463rd report (for the meeting of Senate of 18th March 2015). 

• Graduate Certificate in Digital Archives Management (15 cr.)
• Graduate Certificate in Information and Knowledge Management (15 cr.)
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These were approved by APC. These proposals will be presented to Senate for approval in APC’s 
463rd report (for the meeting of Senate of 18th March 2015). 

iii. McGill’s Mission Statement: proposed revisions
The Vice Chair reported that, at its meeting of 18th February 2015, Senate decided to refer the 
draft revised Mission Statement and Principles to APC. While the draft was generally well-received 
by Senators, a few points generated considerable discussion, particularly the inclusion of the word 
“responsibility” in the following sentence: “McGill University embraces the principles of academic 
freedom and responsibility, integrity, accountability (…)”.  APC was also divided on the matter, with 
some members in favor of keeping the word “responsibility”, others suggesting that the word 
“responsibility” be kept, but separated from academic freedom by a comma or other  
punctuation rather than linked to it by “and”, and others arguing that the inclusion of the word 
“responsibility” is unnecessary, since academic freedom comes with concomitant 
responsibility. It was also suggested that the legal implications of the word “responsibility” 
and the difficulty of translating both “responsibility” and “accountability” into French should be 
taken into account.
The committee also discussed the possible inclusion of accessibility vs. inclusiveness in the 
Principles. While the word “inclusiveness” needs to be defined, it was noted that accessibility is 
often used by institutions with open admissions, which is not McGill’s case.
The committee re-affirmed that the generation and dissemination of knowledge should be defined 
as the main mission of the University, before its service to society.
It was suggested that, in general, the proposed Principles might need to be defined, in order to 
avoid ambiguity. The committee agreed to revisit the revised Mission Statement once the 
Principles have been defined. Suggestions on how to define the enunciated principles should be 
sent to the Associate Provost Policies, Procedures and Equity, who will undertake to re-draft the 
Statement of Principles. It was also suggested that APC should look at the Mission Statements of 
its peer institutions in the USA. 

5. Other
The meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m.


