
APC 13/12/2012 –5
th 

meeting 2012-2013 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 13
th

 December 2012, from 3:00 to 5:00 

p.m., Arts Council Room, 160 Arts Building 
Present:  M.J. Mendelson (chairing), W. Adams, K. Dalkir, A. Ghoshdastidar, I. Henderson, W. Hendershot, L. Hendren,  

S. Huebner, M. Kreiswirth, S. McDougall, A. Misra, P. Perez-Aleman, J. Potter, N. Srinidhi, L. Stone, C. Urbain (for 

C. C. Cook), C. Weston, M. Zidel, H.M.C. Richard (Secretary to the Committee) 

Regrets: C. C. Cook, J. Galbraith, H. Hatch-Dinel, E. Laverdière, C. Mandato, A.C. Masi, P. Smith, S. Stroud, P. Tikasz 
Guests: I. Popova (item 5.c.ii), E. Aitken (item 6), W. Liu (item 9) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Document circulated at the meeting:  
- Revised 12-APC-12-31 Appendix B and Appendix C, first two pages: 

  Certificate in Condominium Management (Appendix B) and Certificat en gestion de copropriété (Appendix C) 

         

05.01  Proposed agenda 
 

           The proposed agenda was adopted.  

 

05.02  Minutes of previous APC meeting held on  22
nd

 November 2012                           

 

           The minutes were approved as circulated. 

 

05.03  Business arising  

 

           None. 

       

05.04  Report on Senate approvals from meeting on 5
th

 December 2012 

 

At its meeting on 5
th

 December 2012, Senate approved: 

- the creation of the Certificate of Proficiency in Written English – Workplace Communication (48 CEUs) and the 

Certificate of Proficiency in Written French – Workplace Communication (48 CEUs);     

-  the proposed Revisions to the McGill Policy on Ethical Conduct of Research Involving Human Subjects, and  

- the proposed name change for the Centre for Research on Language, Mind and Brain (CRLMB) / Centre de 

recherche sur le langage, le mental et le cerveau to Centre for Research on Brain, Language and Music (CRBLM) 

/ Centre de recherche sur le cerveau, le langage et la musique (CRCLM) for recommendation to the Board of 

Governors for final approval (Board meeting on 13
th

 December, 2012). 

 

05.05  APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP)  
    

           a)  Revision to SCTP membership (12-APC-12-29) 

 

APC approved the appointment of Professor Julie Côté, Faculty of Education, to the membership of SCTP, 

replacing Professor Michael Ngadi (Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences). 

 

           b)  Revised Course Description Style Guide (12-APC-12-30) 

 

Deputy Provost Morton J. Mendelson presented the revisions to the Course Description Style Guide proposed 

by SCTP.  Following APC’s approval of an increase to the maximum number of words from 50 to 100, the 

Style Guide was reviewed in light of practice at other universities and in response to requests that McGill 

course descriptions should be more explicit and more informative, so as to better help students make choices.   

 

In the discussion, a number of comments were made, and it was noted that better examples could be provided 

to illustrate what is stated in the guidelines.  The document will be revised and referred back to SCTP, but 

need not be brought back to APC. 

 

          c)  Report from the SCTP meeting of November 15, 2012 (12-APC-12-31) 

           

               i.  M.Sc. (Applied) in Bioresource Engineering; Non-Thesis – Integrated Food and Bioprocessing (45 cr.),  

      (Appendix A) 

 

Professor Will Hendershot, Associate Dean (Academic), Faculty of Agricultural and Environment Sciences, 

presented the program proposal.  The proposed option was approved by SCTP on 18
th
 October 2012 and by 
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the Council on Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (CGPS) on 19
th

 November 2012.  It is based on the 

Faculty’s expertise in food sciences and processes, and its structure matches that of other similar program 

options.  It was suggested that the Program Description may not accurately reflect the intent that students 

may complete any combination of research and internships totaling 12 credits. 

Secretary’s Note: the Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences has confirmed that the Program 

Description is accurate. 

 

APC approved the proposed M.Sc. (Applied) in Bioresource Engineering; Non-Thesis – Integrated Food 

and Bioprocessing option.  This final approval by APC will be reported to Senate in APC’s 443
rd

 Report for 

presentation to Senate at its meeting on 23
rd

 January 2013.    

       

  ii. Certificate in Condominium Management (12 CEUs) (Appendix B) 

                    Certificat en gestion de copropriété (12 CEUs) (Appendix C) 

         

Ms Inna Popova, Associate Director, Professional Development & Corporate Training, Career and 

Professional Development, School of Continuing Studies, presented the proposed Certificate program, which 

is to be offered in English and in French.  This non-credit professional development program is intended for 

persons called to act as condominium managers.  Response to the courses already offered, to test the market, 

was encouraging and it was determined that the level of recognition, i.e. a non-credit program, was 

appropriate.   

 

APC approved the proposed Certificate in Condominium Management and the Certificat en gestion de 

copropriété for presentation to Senate for further approval.  The two programs will be included in APC’s 

443
rd

 Report, for consideration by Senate at its meeting on 23
rd

 January 2013 (D12-37). 

      

          d)  Revised Approval Paths for Courses and Programs (12-APC-12-32) 

      

Deputy Provost Morton J. Mendelson presented the proposed revisions to the Approval Paths for New and 

Revised Courses and Teaching Programs.  Senate approved the streamlined approval paths in March 2008 with 

a request that the process as described should be reviewed within the following three years.  The review has 

taken place; revisions were proposed by the Secretary of SCTP, the Secretary of APC, and the Manager, 

Registration, Programs and Degree Evaluations Registration, Programs and Government Reporting, Enrolment 

Services.  The document, as revised, reflects the process as it stands.  Proposals to change the name of 

programs have been included among major revisions requiring APC approval, as it became evident that such 

changes should be given the necessary visibility for appropriate recording. 

 

In the discussion, it was noted that the last paragraph entitled “Discontinued/Retired Courses” states that “Final 

approval rests with the Administering Faculty, but, as applicable, courses will be discontinued or retired by the 

Program and Degree Evaluation Office only after the Office consults with other units whose programs would 

be affected by the change.”  The principle that course retirements should rest with the offering/administering 

Faculties, as stated in the Approval Paths document, will be reflected in the process for the retirement of zero-

enrolment courses, i.e. lists of targeted courses will be submitted to the Faculties, as well as a list of acceptable 

reasons for maintaining such courses.     

 

Revisions to the “Discontinued/Retired Courses” section of the document will be proposed to SCTP for 

approval at its meeting on 10
th

 January 2013. If approved by SCTP, the revised document will be 

considered at the next meeting of APC on 17
th

 January 2013. 

  

          e)  Retirement of zero-enrolment courses – memo from Deputy Provost, 6 Dec 2012 (12-APC-12-41) 

 

The Deputy Provost presented the Proposal for Retiring Zero-Enrolment Courses.   

 

In the discussion, it was suggested that three years with zero-enrolment was too short a time-span for courses 

to be identified for possible retirement.  It was agreed that five years would be more realistic, that courses 

should not be automatically retired without notice, and that a yearly distribution of lists of courses with no 

enrolment for the previous five years would serve to keep faculties aware of the University’s concern.  It was 

agreed that a list of acceptable reasons for maintaining courses with no enrolment for the past five years should 

be provided. 
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The proposal will be revised in light of APC’s suggestions.  A revised version of the memorandum will be 

presented to SCTP for approval at its meeting on 10
th

 January and, if approved by SCTP, will be 

presented to APC at its meeting on 17
th

 January 2013. 

 

05.06 APC Subcommittee on Teaching and Learning (STL)  
      

          a)  Undergraduate Learning Outcomes Working Group - proposed terms of reference (12-APC-12-33) 

          

Professor Ellen Aitken, Dean of the Faculty of Religious Studies and Chair of the STL Working Group on 

Undergraduate Learning Outcomes, presented the Working Group’s proposed terms of reference, which were 

approved by STL on 11
th

 December and were being submitted to APC for approval.  The proposal follows the 

discussions about graduate outcomes and nexus between research and teaching that have been taking place 

within STL for the past eleven years, as a result of “the Boyer Report” (“Reinventing Undergraduate 

Education: A Blueprint for America’s Research Universities”, The Boyer Commission on Educating 

Undergraduates in the Research University, 1998). The Working Group intends to undertake a vast 

consultation of the McGill University community in order to generate a full discussion across the University 

and have the community as a whole buy into the learning outcomes that will be articulated.  APC will be 

expected to meet with the Working Group for an open discussion.  The Working Group will use multiple 

media for consulting with students and soliciting their input. 

 

In the ensuing discussion, it was stated that the composition of the Working Group emerged from the strong 

interest in the issue that was expressed by certain members of the University and its connection with other 

aspects of their work.  In response to a suggestion that the participation of representatives from professional 

programs would be useful, it was noted that the consultation process would allow professional program 

representatives to be heard.  The Working Group should be viewed as a group making use of its skills to 

further the conversation and drive the process, rather than as a consultative body drafting a statement on 

learning outcomes. 

 

APC endorsed the proposed terms of reference for the Undergraduate Learning Outcomes Working 

Group and it was agreed that the Working Group would be invited to a meeting of APC and that a 

report would be expected at the end of summer 2013. 

      

            b)  Revisions to the STL membership (12-APC-12-34) 

 

APC approved the proposed revisions to the STL membership which reflect the appointment of Professor 

Andre Costopoulos to the position of Dean of Students and the appointment of Professor Lucynda Lach as the 

Faculty of Arts representative on the Subcommittee. 

 

05.07  International Education  
-  Faculty of Law: proposed student exchange with EBS (European Business School) Universität für Wirtschaft 

und Recht, Germany (12-APC-12-38) 

 

APC approved the proposed student exchange with EBS Universität für Wirtschaft und Recht and McGill’s 

Faculty of Law.  This approval will be reported to Senate in APC’s 443
rd

 Report for presentation at the meeting of 

Senate on 23
rd

 January 2013. 

 

05.08 Committee on Enrolment and Student Affairs (CESA)  
          - University Student Assessment Policy: amendments to sections 3.4.3 and 8.1.1 (12-APC-12-40) 

 

APC approved the amendments to sections 3.4.3 and 8.1.1 of the University Student Assessment Policy that 

were proposed by the Committee on Enrolment and Student Affairs.  CESA will present the proposed amendments 

to Senate for further approval at the meeting of Senate on 23
rd

 January 2013.  

 

05.09 APC Subcommittee on Academic Unit Reviews (SAUR) 

         Career & Professional Development (School of Continuing Studies) 

            i. Review documents: (12-APC-12-35)          

               a. Self-Study; b. Internal Reviewers’ Report; c. External Reviewers’ Report, appended to b 

               d. Unit Response; e. Dean Response 

           ii. Summary of Review (12-APC-12-36) 
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   Professsor Arun Misra and Mr. William Liu (Science student) presented their Summary of the Review. 

 

A confidential “Assessment of the Review of the Career and Professional Development Department of the 

School of Continuing Studies” will be prepared, for approval at a later meeting of APC.  

 

05.10  Council on Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies  
           - Revisions to the Regulations on Challenge of a Thesis Examination Failure (12-APC-12-37) 

   

Professor Martin Kreiswirth, Associate Provost (Graduate Education) and Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral 

Studies presented the proposal submitted by the Council on Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.  APC approved 

the revisions to the Regulations on Challenge of a Thesis Examination Failure, for recommendation to 

Senate for further approval.   They will be included in APC’s 443
rd

 Report for consideration at the meeting of 

Senate on 23
rd

 January 2013 (D12-37). 

 

05.11  Other business 

 

           None. 

  

The meeting adjourned at 5:03 p.m. 

 

       Helen M.C. Richard - HMCR/APPCdocs/minutes/2012-12-13 


