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Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 6
th

 October 2011, from 3:30 to 4:30  

p.m., Room 326, Wilson Hall 
 

Present:  M.J. Mendelson  (Chair), A. Bouchard, E.Y. Clare, H. Dinel, W. Hendershot, L. Hendren,  M. Kreiswirth, M. Luke, 

C. Mandato, M. D. McKee (for R. Goldstein), S. McDougall, P. Perez-Aleman, J. Potter, L. Stone, C. Urbain (for 

C.C. Cook), C. Weston, H.M.C. Richard (Secretary to the Committee) 

Regrets:  W. Adams, C.C. Cook, K. Dalkir, O. Gautheron, R. Goldstein, I. Henderson, A.C. Masi, R. Mayor-Mora, A. Misra,  

W. Thomson, M. Wanderley 

Guests: M.L. Yetter (item 6); N. Diamond, P. Smith (items 7 a & b); L. Callaghan (item 8 a); M.C. Mackey, F. Guichard,  

E. Cook (item 8 b);  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Documents circulated at the meeting:  none   

 

03.01   Proposed agenda 
 

            The proposed agenda was adopted.  

 

03.02  Minutes of previous meeting held on 15
th

 September 2011                                         

 

 The minutes were approved as circulated. 

 

03.03  Business arising 

 

The membership of the APC Subcommittee on Academic Unit Reviews remains to be determined. 

 The Faculty of Arts has not yet responded to APC’s comments regarding the B.A.; Liberal Arts programs. 

 

03.04  Report on recent Senate and Board of Governors approvals 
 

- The proposed M.Sc. in Family Medicine was approved by Senate on 22
nd

 September 2011.  The new-program 

dossier is being prepared for presentation to the external evaluation committees. 

- The proposal to create a Department of Pediatric Surgery was approved by Senate on 22
nd

 September 2011 and 

by the Board of Governors on 27
th

 September 2011. 

 

03.05  APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) 

        SCTP Report # 3 on meeting held on meeting held on 22
nd

 September 2011 (11-APC-10-17) 

 

Items listed in the SCTP Report did not require APC approval and will be reported to Senate for information in 

APC’s 431
st
 Report (D11-12, Senate 19

th
 October 2011).   

 

03.06  Institute for the Public Life of Art and Ideas (IPLAI) – By-Laws (11-APC-10-18) 

               

Professor Leigh Yetter, Associate Director, IPLAI, presented the proposed By-Laws for the Institute for the 

Public Life of Art and Ideas (IPLAI), which was created in 2009 (approved by APC on 12
th

 February, by Senate 

on 4
th

 March, and by the Board of Governors on 23
rd

 March 2009).   

 

In the discussion, clarifications were made regarding financial resources, course teaching, undergraduate 

support, and the distinction between a research centre and an institute.  While the Director holds an academic 

appointment in a Faculty/school and/or department, the Associate Director is paid from start-up funding granted 

by the University (item 4.3).  The course teaching referred to in item 6.1.1 does not involve the design of new 

courses by Fellows, but rather the design of content for slot courses.  The IPLAI website provides students with 

course title (PLAI 400 Interdisciplinary Seminar in the Humanities and PLAI 500 Advanced Interdisciplinary 

Humanities Seminar), specific content title, and instructors’ names.  The IPLAI is seeking to expand its support 

for Graduate Fellowships and Undergraduate Internships (6.3.2 and 6.3.3).  An Institute usually differs from a 

research centre by its teaching function.  

 

APC approved the proposed By-Laws for the Institute for the Public Life of Arts and Ideas.  This final 

approval will be reported to Senate in APC’s 431
st
 Report (D11-12, Senate meeting on 19

th
 October 2011).   
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03.07   Cyclical Academic Unit Reviews  

       

            a) School of Architecture (11-APC-10-21a, b, c, d, e) 

            b) School of Urban Planning (11-APC-10-22a, b, c, d, e) 

  

Dr. Nancy Diamond, Special Policy Adviser, Office of the Provost, and Dr Philip Smith, Associate Director, 

Cyclical Unit Review Office, joined the meeting. It was noted that the ad hoc reviews of the School of 

Architecture and the School of Urban Planning were conducted before the launch of Academic Unit Reviews.  

Although the two reviews are not part of the new process, it was decided that the procedure by which they 

are considered should be aligned with the Academic Unit Review process and that they therefore should 

be referred to the APC Subcommittee on Academic Unit Reviews. Note: the documents relating to the two 

reviews were subsequently removed from the restricted Documents section of APC’s website.  

   

03.08  Research Advisory Committee - new research centre proposals 

 

Professor Marc McKee, Associate Dean (Research), Faculty of Dentistry, and member of the Research Advisory 

Committee, briefly presented the two proposals as having been approved by RAC on 25
th

 May 2011. 

   

            a) Indian Ocean World Centre (IOWC)  (11-APC-10-19) 

 

Lori Callaghan, Project Manager, IOWC, Department of History and Classical Studies presented the proposal to 

create an Indian Ocean World Centre (IOWC) at McGill.  The project was part of the mandate of Professor 

Gwyn Campbell’s CRC in Indian Ocean World History.  Ms Callaghan stressed the growing importance of the 

Indian Ocean World with respect to population and contribution to the world economy and summarized the 

Centre’s scholarly activities and development plans.  

 

In the discussion, questions regarding space resources and possible overlap with the activities and interests of the 

Institute for the Study of International Development (ISID) (which replaced the Centre for Developing Area Studies 

in 2008) were addressed. It was suggested that post-doctoral fellows should be added to the Board membership.  

 

APC approved the proposal for the creation of the Indian Ocean World Centre for presentation to Senate 

for approval and further recommendation to the Board of Governors.  The proposal will be included in 

APC’s 431
st
 Report to Senate (D11-12, Senate 19

th
 October 2011).  The Centre will be known in French as the 

Centre d’études du monde de l’océan Indien (CEMOI). 

       

          b) Centre for Applied Mathematics in Bioscience and Medicine (CAMBAM) (11-APC-10-20) 

 

Professor Michael Mackey and Dr. Erik Cook of the Department of Physiology, and Professor Frédéric 

Guichard, Department of Biology, joined the meeting. Professor Mackey presented the proposed Centre, 

particularly its membership, its success in drawing funding, its ability to develop ties with industry in order to 

address problems of societal importance, and its emphasis on training graduate students.   

 

In the discussion, the fact that the documentation was out of date was explained by the lengthy approval process 

which required approval by four faculties (Dentistry, Engineering, Medicine and Science).  It was agreed that the 

membership and budget should be updated and that letters of support from the four faculties should be obtained. 

 

APC approved the proposal for the creation of the Centre for Applied Mathematics in Bioscience and 

Medicine (CAMBAM) for presentation to Senate for further approval and recommendation to the Board 

of Governors for final approval, pending receipt of membership and budget updates and letters of 

support.  The proposal will be included in APC’s 432
nd

 Report to Senate (Senate 16
th
 November 2011).  The 

Centre will be known in French as the Centre des mathématiques appliquées en bioscience et médicine. 

 

 03.09  Other business 
 

 None.  

 

             The meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 

       Helen M.C. Richard - HMCR/APPCdocs/minutes/2011-10-06 


