
APC 24/03/2011 –11th meeting 2010-2011 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 24th March 2011, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., 
Room 326, Wilson Hall 

 
Present:  M.J. Mendelson (chairing), J. Abaki, J. Angeles, A. Deguise, A. Doyle, I. Henderson, P. Li, S. McDougall, P. Perez-

Aleman, J. Potter, M. Szyf, C. Urbain, M. Wanderley, H.M.C. Richard (Secretary to the Committee) 
Regrets:  G. Brown, C. Buddle, M.J. Damha, R. Jakhu, M. Kreiswirth, M. Kaartinen, B. Low, A.C. Masi, R. Mayor-Mora, 

 W. Thomson, C. Weston 
Guests: S. Morton (item 6) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Document circulated at the meeting:  none. 
 
11.01     Proposed agenda 

 
The proposed agenda was adopted.  

 
11.02    Minutes of previous meeting held on 10th March 2011 
 

One addition to the minutes was proposed under item 10.07 Strategic Enrolment Management (SEM) Plan.  At 
the end of the second paragraph, a sentence should be added, to read: “Undergraduate student representatives 
held the position that tuition fees should not be increased at McGill, should not be a factor in determining 
enrolment targets, and had no place in the document.”  The minutes were approved as amended. 

 
11.03    Business arising  
 
             None. 
 
11.04    Report on Senate approvals, 23rd March 2011 
 

It was reported that Senate had approved the “Policy on Official End-of-Term Course Evaluations” and endorsed 
the Strategic Enrolment Management Plan. 

 
11.05   APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) 

Report on SCTP meeting held on 3rd March and electronic consultation held on 17th March 2011 (11-APC-03-54) 
Program proposals for approval: 
 
a)  Oral Surgery Internship Certificate (52 cr.) (Appendix A) 
 

The 52-credit, one-year Certificate program is intended for applicants to the postgraduate program in Oral and    
Maxillofacial Surgery who require additional preparation prior to entering the four-year residency program.  
The “Certificate” appellation was confirmed by the Faculty of Dentistry to be consistent with the Faculty’s 
other “undergraduate” certificates for General Practice Dental Residents    
 
The proposed Oral Surgery Internship Certificate was approved by APC for submission to Senate for 
final approval (it will be included in APC’s 428th Report to Senate for consideration on 27th April 2011).  

 
b)  Certificate in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery (144 cr.) (Appendix B) 
 

The 144-credit, four-year undergraduate Certificate program is intended to meet the requirements of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery training and leads to qualification to write the Royal College of Dentistry of Canada 
specialty examination in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.  The “Certificate” appellation was confirmed by the 
Faculty of Dentistry to be consistent with the Faculty’s other “undergraduate” certificates for General Practice 
Dental Residents. 
 
The proposed Certificate in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery program was approved by APC for 
submission to Senate for final approval (it will be included in APC’s 428th Report to Senate for 
consideration on 27th April 2011). 
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c)  B.Mus.; Minor in Theory (18 cr.)  (Appendix C) 

   
This Minor is intended primarily for students from the Performance or Music Research departments (excluding 
Music Theory majors) who wish to take more theory than the sequence required in the core curriculum; 
 
APC approved the proposed B.Mus.; Minor in Theory (it will be reported to Senate as having been 
approved, in APC’s 428th Report, for consideration on 27th April 2011). 

 
 d)  B.Mus.; Minor in Music Education (18 cr.)  (Appendix D) 

 
This Minor with three streams will offer students the ability to gain training in music pedagogy, whether for a 
studio, classroom, or rehearsal setting.  It will provide an excellent foundation for students wishing to pursue a 
second degree (B.Ed. or M.Ed.) for the purposes of Teacher Certification 
 
APC approved the proposed B.Mus.; Minor in Music Education (it will be reported to Senate as having 
been approved, in APC’s 428th Report, for consideration on 27th April 2011). 
 

            e)  B.A.; Joint Honours – Environment Component (36 cr.) (Appendix E) 
 

The Joint Honours Environment Component, offered to date on an ad hoc basis, is being formalized and will 
be available to qualified, undergraduate students wishing to pursue in-depth studies and Honours research in 
two disciplines. 

APC approved the proposed B.A.; Joint Honours – Environment Component (it will be reported to Senate 
as having been approved, in APC’s 428th Report, for consideration on 27th April 2011). 
 

11.06   Proposal from the Faculty of Arts  
 a) to merge the Departments of German Studies, Italian Studies, Hispanic Studies, Russian and Slavic Studies 
 b) to create a “Department of Languages, Literatures and Cultures” (11.APC-03-53) 

- Letter from Dean Manfredi to Provost Masi, 16th March 2011 
- Proposal for the merger and creation of new department (Appendix A) 
- Report of the Working Group on the Languages, Literatures, and Cultures Amalgamation (Appendix B) 
- Memo from Dean Manfredi to Associate Dean S. Morton re. Proposal to establish a Department of European        
and Iberoamerican Languages, 20th September 2010 (Appendix C) 
- Proposal for the Creation of a Department of European and Iberoamerican Languages and Cultures, 25th 
August 2010 (Appendix D) 

  
Professor Suzanne Morton, Associate Dean (Academic), Faculty of Arts, presented the proposal from the Faculty 
of Arts, stating that the proposed merger had been discussed at McGill for a number of years and reflects the North 
American reality with respect to language studies departments.  McGill is not meeting the student demand for 
teaching certain languages, but language instruction does not lend itself easily to large-class teaching.  Demand for 
French, Japanese and Chinese is three times what the University can provide. Staff numbers have dwindled to two 
in Russian and Slavic Studies, three in Italian Studies, four in German Studies, and six-and-a-half in Hispanic 
Studies.  The Dean has committed to reinvesting resources, if the four departments can structure themselves 
differently and share resources.  The proposal is to amalgamate the four departments into one. The proposed name 
is generic and reflects the fact that this is the only unit in the University that focuses on languages, literatures and 
cultures together. 

 
In the discussion, the following points were noted: 
 
- The four departments share administrative services and the merger would not achieve further immediate savings.   
 
- Current teaching programs and separate admissions and advising, by area of expertise, would continue. The 
proposed merger may be an opportunity to reconsider program offerings.  
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- The need for reinvigoration is one of the motives for the proposed merger; it is hoped that greater size and 
increased interaction will allow for greater strength and creativity, similarly to the positive direction Classical 
Studies has taken within the Department of History.   
 
-  The proposal should be revised to include languages that are taught by units other than those within the Faculty 
of Arts, be they scriptural or modern languages: for example Coptic, Hindi, Sanskrit, Tibetan, New Testament 
Greek, Pali, and Tamil are taught by the Faculty of Religious Studies, which is distinct in North America for its 
commitment to teaching textual languages.  Cree and Inuktitut are taught by the Faculty of Education, while the 
School of Continuing Studies also teaches French, English and Spanish.    
 
- An overarching University website listing all the languages taught by McGill and directing the reader to the units 
where they are taught should be developed, in the same way as a comprehensive Continuing Studies website, 
directing to all continuing studies opportunities offered throughout the University, is being planned.   
 
- The proposed generic name for the new department, while not entirely satisfactory, results from a thorough 
consideration of the nature of language offerings and the institutional context.   

 
APC agreed that the document submitted by the Faculty of Arts should be revised to include languages that 
are taught by units other than those within the Faculty.  APC approved the proposal for the merger of the 
Departments of German Studies, Hispanic Studies, Italian Studies, and Russian and Slavic Studies, and the 
creation of a Department of Languages, Literatures and Cultures, for submission to Senate and 
recommendation to the Board of Governors for final approval.  The proposal will be included in APC’s 428th 
Report to Senate for consideration by Senate on 27th April 2011. 

 
11.07  Other business  
 
           None. 
   
The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
 

       Helen M.C. Richard - HMCR/APPCdocs/minutes/2011-03-24 
 
 
 
 
 
 


