
APC 20/01/2011 –8th meeting 2010-2011 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 20th January 2011, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., 
Room 326, Wilson Hall 

 
Present:  A.C. Masi (Chair), J. Abaki, J. Angeles,  C. Buddle, A. Deguise, A. Doyle, I. Henderson, M. Kreiswirth, B. Low,   
 M.J. Mendelson, P. Perez-Aleman, J. Potter, M. Szyf,, W. Thomson, C. Urbain, M. Wanderley, C. Weston,  
 H.M.C. Richard (Secretary to the Committee) 
Regrets:  G. Brown, R. Jakhu, M. Kaartinen, R. Mayor-Mora, S. McDougall, P. Li, R. Rozen 
Guests: J. Archibald (item 5)  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Document circulated at the meeting:  none. 
 
08.01     Proposed agenda 

 
The proposed agenda was adopted.  

 
08.02    Minutes of previous meeting held on 9th December 2010                                                                      
 
 The minutes were accepted, with deletion of Professor Marcelo Wanderley’s name from the list of members 
 present at the meeting. 
 
08.03  Business arising - none 
 
08.04    Report on Senate meeting held on 19th January 2010  
  
 On 19th January 2011, Senate approved the proposed name change of the English and French Language Centre 
 for submission to the Board of Governors for final approval.  Senate discussed the proposed University 
 Student Assessment Policy. The Policy will be revised in light of comments made by Senate and Legal 
 Services and resubmitted to APC, prior to being submitted to Senate for approval.  Senate also received 
 APC’s Report on Plans and Priorities for 2010-2011 (revised 10-APC-12-36 as submitted to Senate).  It was 
 noted that, although APC did not receive any annual report from the Interim Vice-Principal (Research and 
 International Relations) on research matters, all such matters that had required APC approval had been submitted 
 to APC during the year.  Vice-Principal (RIR) Rose Goldstein  intends to consider the committee structure 
 relating to the reporting of research matter. 

   
08.05    APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) 
             - Report on the meeting of SCTP held on 2nd December 2010 (11-APC-01-37) 
 
       a)    B.Mus.; Minor in Composition (Appendix A) 
 
 The proposed Minor in Composition is open, with approval, to students from the Department of Performance 
 and the Department of Music Research (excluding composition majors), and to other McGill students who have 
 the necessary academic background. 
 
 APC approved the proposed “B.Mus.; Minor in Composition”.  This approval will be reported to Senate in 
 APC’s 426th Report (meeting on 16th February 2011). 
 
       b)    Graduate Certificate in Bioinformatics (Appendix B) 
 

The proposed Graduate Certificate in Bioinformatics is intended for holders of a B.Sc. degree whose work 
requires that they have bioinformatics skills. The Graduate Certificate will complement the graduate 
Bioinformatics options already available to M.Sc. and Ph.D. students in many disciplines.  No courses were 
specifically devised for this program.  
 

 APC approved the proposed “Graduate Certificate in Bioinformatics” for submission to Senate for final 
 approval.  It will be included in APC’s 426th Report (meeting of Senate on 16th February 2011). 
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       c)   Graduate Certificate in Professional Communication; Spanish (Appendix C) 
  

Dr. James Archibald, Director, Translation Studies, Centre for Continuing Education, presented the proposed 
“Graduate Certificate in Professional Communication; Spanish”.  This program was subjected to extensive 
consultation with other universities that have similar programs, with external organizations (for example, Public 
Works Canada, which is represented on the program committee), and with relevant academic units within 
McGill.  In addition to meeting needs within the Quebec community, the program is intended to be offered on 
line to civil servants in Ottawa.   
 
In the discussion, it was noted that the program would address linguistic and cultural divergences found between 
Spain and Latin America, and within Latin America.  McGill is the only university in Canada that offers a 
trilingual translation program. 
 

 APC approved the proposed “Graduate Certificate in Professional Communication” for submission to 
 Senate for final  approval.  It will be included in APC’s 426th Report (meeting of Senate on 16th February 
 2011). 

 
08.06    Proposal for the Renaming of the Centre for Continuing Education (CCE) and its Program Areas  
 (11-APC-01-38) 
 
 Dean Judith Potter presented the proposal to change the names of the Centre for Continuing Education and its 
 Program Areas.  The proposed name change to “School of Continuing Studies” reflects an enhanced mandate for 
 continuing education at McGill; it will contribute to publicizing and advancing the new mandate, and to 
 promoting the unit’s new identity; it will signal that change is occurring. Concerns about the name originally 
 proposed, “School of Continuing and Professional Studies”, led to deleting “professional”.  Each proposed 
 Program Area name was presented in turn.   
  
 In the discussion, the following were noted: 
  
 -  The proposal is for re-conceptualizing and repositioning the unit, as much as changing its name. 
 - “Translation and Written Communication” is intended to show where the McGill Writing Centre is located.  
 Translation and Written Communication have separate identities. Given that Translation studies lead to 
 certificates, whereas only courses in Written Communication are offered, Translation was positioned first.  
 Administrative convenience justifies this structure at present. 
 - The difference between School of Continuing Studies and School of Graduate Studies is one of concept and 
 purpose, given that both offer graduate certificates and diplomas. A School of Continuing Studies will offer 
 certificate programs that are not offered within other academic units, or that are offered in partnership and to a 
 clientele who normally is employed full-time. The CCE offers  certificates in special professional fields not 
 covered by McGill’s faculties. The CCE deals with a dozen professional orders and collaborates with various 
 professional associations.    
 -  There is no overlap or replication of effort between faculties and the Centre for Continuing Education 
 (CCE).  Where there is CCE-Faculty collaboration, the Faculty provides the academic expertise and the CCE 
 provides the administrative structure. 
 -  “Faculty partnerships” is a structural idea for McGill’s own use that signals the CCE’s intention to work 
 closely  with faculties, to administer their continuing education or professional development activities. Faculties 
 may choose whether or not to carry-out their community outreach programs through the CCE. 
 - A proposal to change the Dean’s title to reflect the proposed name change for the current CCE (which would 
 require a motion to amend the University Statutes) may not be necessary as the Dean’s mandate goes beyond 
 that of the CCE. 
 - French versions of the proposed names will be developed. 
 
 It was suggested and agreed that the proposed Program Areas 6 (Personal and Cultural Enrichment, a new  unit) 
 and 7 (Institute for Learning in Retirement, renamed “McGill Community for Lifelong Learning) should 
 appear as one, with the latter being a component of the former. Although the constitution and by-laws of the 
 McGill Institute for Learning in Retirement were approved by Senate on 16th January 1991 and by the Board of 
 Governors on 21st January 1991, on recommendation by the (then) Senate Committee on Continuing Education 
 (and subsequently revised in 1996-1997), the McGill Institute for Learning in Retirement was not created as a 
 McGill academic unit and is not included in McGill’s organizational table. 
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 APC approved, with a number of editorial revisions, the proposals to  

1) change the name of the Centre for Continuing Education to “School of Continuing Studies” (SCS); 
2) change the name of Career and Management Studies to “Career and Professional Development”; 
3) change the name of General Studies to “Faculty Partnerships and Summer Studies 
4) change the name of English and French Language Programs to “Language and Intercultural 

Communication” 
5) change the name of Translation Studies to “Translation and Written Communication” 
6) create a new unit called “Personal and Cultural Enrichment” which would include the McGill 

Community for Lifelong Learning, formerly called McGill Institute for Learning in Retirement. 
 

 The proposals will be submitted to Senate, in APC’s 426th Report, for approval by Senate on 16th 
 February 2011 and further recommendation to the Board of Governors for final approval. 
 
08.07   Other business 
 
 None. 
   
The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 

       Helen M.C. Richard - HMCR/APPCdocs/minutes/2011-01-20 


