
APC 27/05/2010 – 14th meeting 2009-2010 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 27th May 2010, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., 
Room 310, James Building 

 
Present:  A.C. Masi (Chair), J. Angeles, G. Brown, J. Côté,  A. DeGuise,  R. Dooley, V. Errunza, D. Farrow, W. Hendershot,  

P. Holland, M. Kaartinen, D. Klinck,, M. Kreiswirth, S. McDougall, M.J. Mendelson, J. Potter, M. Szyf, C. Urbain,  
C. Weston, H.M.C. Richard (Secretary to the Committee) 

Regrets:  W. Caplin, A. Gauthier, E. Gayagoy, M. Mehta, R. Rozen, W. Thomson, S. Woolf 
Guests: L. Winer (item 5), L. Bouvrette (item 6.e), P. Smith 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Document circulated at the meeting:   
- 10-APC-05-76 “APC deliberations on the self-funding model for the MBA”, power-point presentation by  
  Prof. Anthony C. Masi, Provost and Chair of APC, Senate meeting – D09-74, 19th May 2010 
 
The Chair, in his opening remarks, thanked Faculty representatives and student members of APC whose terms have come 
to an end for their much appreciated participation in and dedication to the work of APC. 
 
14.01      Proposed agenda 
 

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 
 
14.02     Minutes of the meeting held on 6th May 2010 
 

The minutes were approved with one addition to the text relating to item 13.05 SCTP Report #5, proposed 
B.A.& Sc.; Interfaculty Program in Sustainability, Science and Society.  The first full paragraph on page 2 
should read: 
“In APC’s comments and questions, one set of reservations expressed was that the proposal justified itself by 
appeal to apocalyptic worries and millenarian dream, that it was not properly based in recognizable disciplines, 
particularly where its important ’justice, equity and ethics’ pillar was concerned, and that it was likely, 
particularly as an undergraduate program, to encourage intellectual dilettantism among crusading students and 
perhaps instructors as well, and that sustainability concerns are nothing new; there have always been crises to 
address and we do not ordinarily organize majors around them, reservations were expressed regarding 
insufficient justification for the particular inter-disciplinary approach and level of study chosen.  In response, it 
was stated that sustainable well-being has indeed been a human concern since the dawn of time and but that 
humanity is currently facing major policy challenges as never before, in terms of over-population, mass 
deprivation, food security, energy demands, etc.; ...” 

 
14.03    Business arising 
 
 No items of business arising from the minutes were reported, other than those stated in the APC minutes. 
 
14.04    Report on Senate approvals, 19th May 2010 
 

The Chair reported that Senate had approved the proposed “B.A. & Sc. Interfaculty Program in Sustainability, 
Science and Society”, the proposed pilot for extended Course Evaluation dates, and the proposal to recommend 
to the Board of Government that a McGill Institute of Global Food Security be established.  It also approved the 
Motion to recommend to the Board of Governors that Article 13.1 of the University Statutes (listing the degrees 
granted by the University in course) be amended so that “Bachelor of Science (Occupational Therapy) -  
B.Sc.(Occ.Ther.)” and “Bachelor of Science (Physical Therapy) - B.Sc.(Phys.Ther.)” be replaced by “Bachelor 
of Science (Rehabilitation Science) - B.Sc.(Rehab.Sc.)”.  Senate also received the Report from APC on the 
potential academic impacts of a self-funded MBA program.  The text of the Report was circulated to APC by 
email (10-APC-05-72 / D09-74) and the text of the Provost’s power-point presentation was circulated at the 
meeting (10-APC-05-76) 

 
14.05    Subcommittee on Teaching and Learning (SCTL)  

      -  Guidelines for the acceptable use of mobile computing and communications (MC2) devices in classrooms 
 (10-APC-05-75) 
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Dr Laura Winer, Associate Director, Teaching and Learning Services, presented the “Draft Guidelines for the 
acceptable use of mobile computing and communications devices (MC2) in classrooms at McGill”. The 
Workgroup, mandated by SCTL to examine the use of laptops and handheld devices in classrooms, met three 
times, reviewed practices at comparable institutions, and surveyed the McGill community widely through a 
representative sample of students and instructors.  Comments and literature on the subject have underlined the 
need for a coherent framework that defines how students and instructors can operate.  The proposed Guidelines 
make clear that it is important that instructors communicate and discuss their expectations and inform students of 
the potential consequences of non-compliance. In all cases, students must respect the Code of Student Conduct 
and Disciplinary Action, the Policy on the Responsible Use of McGill IT Resources, and the Policy Concerning 
the Rights of Students with Disabilities.  Audio or video recording as well as the use of MC2 devices for voice 
communication are not allowed without explicit permission from the instructor.  The instructor could require as 
conditions that use of such devices should not be disruptive or that use of laptops for note-taking be confined to 
one section of the classroom, for example.   
 
In response to questions from APC members, it was noted that the proposed guidelines deal with use in 
classrooms only; provisions for examinations are covered by separate and stricter regulations.  It was also stated 
that non-compliance that may lead to disciplinary action refers to a student’s persistence in being disruptive 
despite having been notified earlier on.  

 
APC endorsed the proposed Guidelines, with the addition of the hyperlink for the Code of Student 
Conduct and Disciplinary Action (http://www.mcgill.ca/files/secretariat/Student-Handbook-2009-
English.pdf). 
APC’s endorsement will be reported to Senate (421st APC Report, meeting of Senate on 22nd September 
2010).  Teaching and Learning Services will disseminate the Guidelines and post them on the TLS 
website.  

  
14.06    Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) 

Report # 8 on meeting held on 29th April 2010 (10-APC-05-73) 
 

a) M.A. in Islamic Studies; Gender and Women’s Studies – new option (Appendix A) 
 

APC approved the M.A. in Islamic Studies; Gender and Women’s Studies option. This approval will be 
reported to Senate (421st APC Report, for the meeting of Senate on 22nd September 2010). 

  
b) Ph.D. in Political Science; Gender and Women’s Studies – new option (Appendix B) 

 
APC approved the Ph.D. in Political Science; Gender and Women’s Studies option, with one abstention.   
Secretary’s note: this proposal was submitted by SCTP to APC without having been approved by CGPS.   It 
will be considered by CGPS on 14th September.  If approved by CGPS on that date, it will be reported to Senate 
as having been approved (in APC’s 421st Report, for the meeting of Senate on 22nd September 2010).  

 
c) B.A.; Minor Concentration in Neo-Hellenic Studies (Appendix C) 

 
The Provost relayed the support of the Department of History and Classical Studies for the proposed program 
and the assurance that the necessary resources to deliver the program will be allocated and that further funding is 
being sought in Europe.  This initiative aims at raising the status of Neo-Hellenic Studies in the Department. 

 
APC approved the proposed B.A.; Minor Concentration in Neo-Hellenic Studies. This approval will be 
reported to Senate in APC’s 421st Report (for the meeting of Senate on 22nd September 2010). 

 
d) B.Sc.(Ag.Env.Sc.); Minor in International Agriculture (Appendix D) 

 
The conversion of a Specialization into a Minor will allow the program to be available to students enrolled in 
programs other than those leading to the B.Sc.(Ag.Env.Sc.) degree.   
 
APC approved the proposed B.Sc.(Ag.Env.Sc.); Minor in International Agriculture.  This approval will be 
reported to Senate in APC’s 421st Report (for the meeting of Senate on 22nd September 2010). 

 

http://www.mcgill.ca/files/secretariat/Student-Handbook-2009-English.pdf
http://www.mcgill.ca/files/secretariat/Student-Handbook-2009-English.pdf
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e) Graduate Certificate in Chronic Pain Management (Appendix E) 
 

Mrs  Lucie Bouvrette, Coordinator for the proposed Graduate Certificate in Chronic Pain Management, School 
of Physical and Occupational Therapy, presented the proposed Graduate Certificate in Chronic Pain 
Management.  The Ministry of Health and Social Services (MSSS) has designated chronic pain as a specialty for 
the McGill RUIS (Réseau Universitaire Intégré de Santé).  The School of Physical and Occupational Therapy is 
responding to this mandate by proposing to offer a Graduate Certificate on line, which would be unique in 
Canada; the certificate offered by the Université de Sherbrooke is offered on campus only.  Candidates with 
undergraduate degrees in health care disciplines, such as Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, and 
Kinesiology, would be considered for admission.   

  
APC approved the proposed Graduate Certificate in Chronic Pain Management for submission to Senate 
for final approval.  
Secretary’s note: this proposal was submitted by SCTP to APC without having been approved by CGPS.  It will 
be considered by CGPS on 14th September.  If approved by CGPS on that date, it will be submitted to Senate for 
approval (in APC’s 421st Report, for the meeting of Senate on 22nd September 2010).  

 
14.07    International education 
        - Student exchange agreement between HEC-Paris and the Desautels Faculty of Management (10-APC-05-74) 
 

APC approved the proposed student exchange agreement between Ecole des Hautes Etudes 
Commerciales de Paris and the Desautels Faculty of Management.  This approval will be reported to Senate 
in APC’s 421st Report (meeting of Senate on 22nd September 2010).  

 
14.08     Broad issues for APC consideration (10-APC-05-68 REV1) 
     

The Committee considered the list of broad issues for consideration that was compiled in the past eight months.  
It was proposed and agreed that APC should consider one broad subject each term, putting time aside to hear 
presentations and discuss issues substantially.    
 
In preparation for a review of interdisciplinary undergraduate major programs in September, it was proposed 
and agreed that a list of all interdisciplinary programs should be compiled and circulated over the 
summer.  It was suggested that terms of reference should be defined regarding the nature of the conversation.  
 
An apparent decline in literacy among students, in the form of a lack of fundamental knowledge, an inability to 
recognize fallacy, and difficulty with disciplined reasoning, was another issue that raises particular concern.  
Teaching and learning methods seem to have evolved in such a way that students may be adept at making 
power-point presentations, but have limited knowledge of history and lack the ability to make an argument.  It 
was also stated that students in Science and Engineering are usually well prepared in Mathematics, but their 
ability to express ideas seems to have declined in quality. 
 
It was argued that every generation has expressed similar complaints.  In earlier decades, remedial programs 
were introduced in universities that could afford them.  It was suggested that the University should consider 
actions that it could take.  Teaching and Learning Services and the APC Subcommittee on Teaching and 
Learning have been developing learning outcomes --  i.e. knowledge, skills and values that McGill students 
should be expected to have acquired by the time they graduate --  which may be relevant to the discussion.  
However, to define value-added, and in the absence of entrance tests, it may be necessary to know the attributes 
that students have upon admission. Distinctions based on cultural differences among international students and 
international professors also have to be taken into consideration.    
 

14.09    APC 2010-2011 schedule of meeting dates  
 

The proposed schedule of meeting dates for the 2010-2011 session was reviewed.  The first meeting will be held 
on 9th September.   

 
14.10    Other business 
 
 None. 
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The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
    Helen M.C. Richard - HMCR/APPCdocs/minutes/2010-05-27 


