
APC 25/02/2010 – 9th meeting 2009-2010 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 25th February 2010, from 3:00 to 5:00 
p.m., Room 310, James Building 

 
Present:  A.C. Masi (Chair), J. Angeles, G. Brown, J. Côté, A. DeGuise, D. Farrow, W. Hendershot, P. Holland, M. Kreiswirth, 

S. MacDougall,  M.J. Mendelson, R. Rozen, C. Urbain, C. Weston, H.M.C. Richard (Secretary to the Committee) 
Regrets:  W. Caplin, R. Dooley, V. Errunza, A. Gauthier, E. Gayagoy, M. Kaartinen, D. Klinck, M. Mehta, J. Potter, M. 

Szyf, W. Thomson, S. Woolf 
Guests: V. Bélanger (item 6a), L. Thibault (items 4 and 5) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
09.01      Proposed agenda 
 

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 
 
09.02     Minutes of previous meeting held on 11th February 2010   
 
 The minutes were approved as circulated. 
 
09.03    Business arising 

 
From APC minutes of meeting held on 24th September 2009:  
-  Student exchange agreement between Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic, and McGill 
University 
Deputy Provost Morton J. Mendelson reminded APC that the Committee had been concerned about the 
proposed student exchange being open to all Faculty of Science students at McGill, but restricted to those in the 
“Faculty of Mathematics and Physics” at Charles University. The Deputy Provost reported that Charles 
University and McGill University were building an exchange agreement upon a previous MOU that showed 
only those faculties as participants.  Charles University has been asked whether the agreement could be 
expanded to other appropriate faculties and is seeking to obtain official approval from those faculties.  Barring 
any dissent, an expansion of the student exchange agreement should be possible for the next application cycle, 
i.e. 2011-12.   

 
09.04     Proposed Policy on Responsible Use of McGill IT Resources (for approval)  
      Revised document, dated 18th February 2010 (10-APC-02-41) 
     

Given that the proposed Policy on Responsible Use of McGill IT Resources had to undergo further revisions, 
Senate, at its meeting on 10th February 2010, decided to return the document to APC for possible approval and 
resubmission to Senate for approval on 24th March.  
 
Me Line Thibault, Chief Legal Officer, presented two further revisions received from the Faculty of Science: 
7.4. McGill units shall host their Administrative Web Site on the University’s web publishing system except in 
cases of academic units where functionality requirements cannot be met by the University’s web publishing 
system and an exception is requested by the unit.  Such requests shall be considered by the Provost in 
consultation with the CIO and Executive Head of Public Affairs. 
7.5.  Subject to section 7.4 All Administrative Web Sites shall be developed in conformity with the McGill web 
publishing IT Guidelines, which address web, security, accessibility and visual identity standards.  In particular 
they shall be properly identified to McGill University and provide ease of navigation to and from University web 
sites. 
 
Regarding article 7.4, it was explained that requesting exceptions and verifying that functionality requirements 
cannot be met by the University’s web publishing system would be too burdensome. A review of all McGill web 
pages is being undertaken and units will be encouraged to move to the University’s web system.    
 
APC agreed to the revisions to article 7.4 proposed by the Faculty of Science but proposed further revisions to 
article 7.5, indicated below in bold:   
7.5. Subject to section 7.4 All Administrative Web Sites shall be developed in conformity with the McGill 
web publishing IT Guidelines, which address Web standards and standards for security, accessibility, and 
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visual identity.  In particular, Administrative Web Sites shall be properly identified as associated with 
and /or belonging to McGill University, and they shall provide ease of navigation to and from University web 
sites. 
 
Other suggestions regarding “flamemail” and the expectation that language of email communications should be 
suitable to an academic institution were considered.  It was noted that such concerns are covered by section 2 
entitled “Principles” and that breaches would be dealt with under normal disciplinary measures.   
 
APC approved the proposed Policy for the Responsible Use of McGill IT Resources as revised. The 
document will be submitted to Senate for further approval (Senate meeting on 24th March 2010). 

  
09.05     Proposed Regulation on the Conduct of Research (for approval) (10-APC-02-40)       

 
The proposed “Regulation on the Conduct of Research” which, owing to procedural error, was presented to APC 
for the first time at this meeting, had already undergone a number of consultations and revisions.   Additional 
suggestions, received shortly before the APC meeting, were considered, and some were incorporated in the 
revised document that was circulated to APC on 24th February.  It was reported that those suggestions were dealt 
with as follows: 
 
- Former 4.8.1 (which read as follows: “Subject to the law and the Regulatory Framework relating to intellectual 
property, Research is owned by the University.”) was deleted as the meaning of “ownership” was unclear.  In 
response to a suggested addition that “the University has access to all Research Data and is responsible for its 
proper use”, it was stated that the University as an institution does not use the data and cannot assume 
responsibility for the proper use of all data.  
 
- 4.6 Retention of research data.  It was noted that the deletion made to 4.6.1 would not alter the University’s 
responsibility for storing research data and acting as the data repository for the research conducted by its 
members. 
 
- The suggestions to add “knowingly” to article 5.1 (“A researcher shall not knowingly engage in Plagiarism”) 
was thought not to be helpful in light of article 5.1.1, which states that “the Researcher… shall bear the burden 
of rebutting the presumption [that he/she did so knowingly] by evidence satisfying the Person or body 
investigating the matter that no such knowledge existed.”.  
 
- In response to the suggestion that a clause similar to Articles 3 and 10 of the current “Policy on Research 
Ethics” (provided as Appendix A in document 10-APC-02-40) be included in the new “Regulation on the 
Conduct of Research”, it was noted that article 15.1 under “Research misconduct” echoes those articles and that 
1.10 defines the “Regulatory Framework” being referred to.   
 
- Similarly, conflict of interest (5c of the current “Policy on Research Ethics”) is dealt with in Article 14.1 of the 
proposed “Regulation” that refers to compliance with the “Regulatory Framework governing conflicts of interest 
and consulting activities.”  
 
- The Regulatory Framework governing research involving human subjects (article 9) is provided by McGill’s 
Policy on the Ethical Conduct of Research Involving Human Subjects  

 
- The suggestion that “harmful implications” be added to the heading of article 11 Hazardous Research would 
confuse the conduct of hazardous research (which poses risks of accidental harm) and research which may lead 
to harmful applications (and which may or may not be hazardous). The two involve different considerations and 
have different implications.     
 
APC agreed to a suggestion that a definition of “principal investigator” should be provided.  Wherever possible, 
the term had been replaced by “researcher” in the document.  It was agreed that the “principal investigator” 
should be defined broadly, beyond “the person responsible for administering the research grant” or “signing 
the contract”, as there may not always be a grant.  It was commented that the principal investigator may be the 
person who makes sure the research data are stored at the University. 
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APC approved the proposed “Regulation on the Conduct of Research”, as revised and with the addition 
of a broad definition for “principal investigator”, for submission to Senate without any opposition.  The 
document will be submitted to Senate for consideration at its meeting on 24th March 2010.      

 
09.06    International student exchange agreements   
 

a) MOU - Shantou University Law School, Shantou, Guangdong, China, and  McGill University Faculty of 
Law (10-APC-02-45) 

  
Me Véronique Bélanger, Assistant Dean (Strategic Planning), Faculty of Law, presented the proposed MOU 
between Shantou University Law School and McGill University Faculty of Law, and accompanying 
schedules. The two-week summer course would involve ten students from each institution each year and 
would be offered at Shantou in summer 2010 and at McGill in summer 2011.  The agreement, which would 
be for two years, would allow students to get a glimpse into the legal system of the other country and would 
include visits to courts and other judicial institutions. The program will be supported by the Li-Ka-shing 
Foundation.  The proposed partnership has raised much interest among students.  Comments from Shantou 
University on the text of the MOU had not been received in time for the APC meeting.     

 
The Committee approved the proposed MOU between Shantou University Law School, Shantou, 
Guangdong, China and McGill University Faculty of Law, on the understanding that revisions may 
be made to the document on receipt of Shantou University’s comments. This approval will be reported 
to Senate in APC’s 318th Report (for consideration at Senate meeting on 24th March 2010). 

   
Secretary’s note:  
The list of changes to the MOU proposed by Shantou University, received on 26th February, reads as 
follows (insignificant changes, i.e. grammatical, sentence structure, are not included): 
SELECTION OF PARTICIPANTS 
addition: STULS will select students who are registered in the Law School’s undergraduate Law program 
and have completed at least their third year of studies (or have obtained the requisite dispensation from that 
requirement by the Faculty). 
FEES 
1. McGill Students 
Wording was revised from:  
“Costs related to student airfare, accommodation and food, and other activities in China will be covered by 
the Li Ka Shing (Canada) Foundation, pursuant to an agreement to be entered into by McGill University.”   
to:  
Student airfare will be covered by the Li Ka Shing (Canada) Foundation, while other costs related to 
accommodation, meals and activities in China will be covered by Shantou University pursuant to an 
agreement to be entered into by McGill University.  
2. STULS Students 
addition: 
STULS shall register and pay tuition equivalent to 2 credits. In the year 2011, when the program is held at 
McGill in Montreal, Canada, costs related to student airfare, proper insurance, and vaccinations will be 
funded by Shantou University, and costs related to accommodation, meal and other activities in Canada will 
be covered by the Li Ka Shing (Canada) Foundation pursuant to an agreement to be entered into by McGill 
University. Costs covered are outlined in the program budget provided in Schedule 2. 
STULS students will attend a pre-departure Orientation Session and complete all relevant formalities as 
required by the STULS. 
CONTACT COORDINATES 
Have been completed for STULS 

 
b) Escola de Administração de Empresas de São Paulo, Fundação Getulio Vargas, São Paulo, Brazil and  

Desautels Faculty of Management, McGill University (10-APC-02-42) 
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The Committee approved the proposed student exchange agreement (this approval will be reported to 
Senate in APC’s 418th Report which will be submitted for consideration by Senate at its meeting on 24th 
March 2010). 

 
c) Université Paris Dauphine, Paris, France and McGill University Desautels Faculty of Management (10-

APC-02-43) 
 

The Committee approved the proposed student exchange agreement (this approval will be reported to 
Senate in APC’s 418th Report which will be submitted for consideration by Senate at its meeting on 24th 
March 2010). 

 
d) Trinity College Dublin, Dublin, Ireland and McGill University (10-APC-02-44) 

 
The Committee approved the proposed student exchange agreement (this approval will be reported to 
Senate in APC’s 418th Report which will be submitted for consideration by Senate at its meeting on 24th 
March 2010). 

 
It was noted that all three student exchange agreements conform to McGill’s Student Exchange Agreement 
template which was circulated for information (10-APC-02-46).   

 
It was suggested and agreed that APC be provided with information on the student exchange agreements 
currently in place (website link: http://www.mcgill.ca/students/international/studyabroad/partners/) as well as a 
summary of student exchange activity, inflow and outflow.  In response to a question regarding funding 
provided students, it was noted that the University receives government funding for students going on 
exchanges, not for exchange students coming to McGill.  Students bear the cost of the exchange, although the 
Quebec government provides the University with a grant for international cooperation, directed to students on 
exchange; a certain percentage of this grant covers a portion of the cost of the administration of international 
exchanges.  Costs are associated with maintaining the exchanges. 

 
09.07   APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP)       
          Special Report # 4 on SCTP meeting held on 4th February 2010 (10-APC-02-47) 

      New program options (for APC approval): 
 
 a)   Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences 

                     - B.Sc.(Ag.Env.Sc.); Specialization in Agri-Business (24 cr.) - Appendix A 
                     - B.Sc.(Ag.Env.Sc.); Specialization in Environmental Economics (24 cr.) - Appendix B 
 

Those two proposals complete the redesign of the B.Sc.(Ag.Env.Sc.) majors that has been carried out in the 
Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences.  

 
APC approved the proposed 24-credit B.Sc.(Ag.Env.Sc.); Specialization in Agri-Business and 
B.Sc.(Ag.Env.Sc.); Specialization in Environmental Economics.  The two specializations will be reported 
to Senate as having been approved (418th APC Report for the meeting of Senate on 24th March 2010). 

 
b)   Faculty of Dentistry 

                     - Certificate in General Practice Residency (52 cr.) - Appendix C 
 

The Certificate in General Practice Residency is intended to grant formal recognition of the optional one-
year General Practice Residency in hospital settings that students enroll in as residents.  The proposal seeks 
recognition of this Residency as a coherent program. 

 
APC approved the proposed Certificate in General Practice Residency for submission to Senate for 
further approval (it will be included in APC’s 418th Report for consideration by Senate on 24th March 
2010). 

 
c)    Faculty of Science 

                     - B.Sc.; Honours in Software Engineering (72-75 cr.) - Appendix D 
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The proposal is for the addition of an Honours program to the B.Sc. Major in Software Engineering (which 
was approved by MELS in December 2001, together with the B.S.E. - Bachelor’s in Software Engineering).   
 
 
Unlike the B.S.E., a joint offering of the Faculty of Science and the Faculty of Engineering, but 
administered by the Faculty of Engineering, the B.Sc. in Software Engineering is not designed so that 
graduates may be accredited as software engineers.  However, given that the proposal form for the B.Sc. 
Honours in Software Engineering did not indicate whether the Faculty of Engineering had been consulted, it 
was suggested and agreed that this should be ascertained. 

 
A correction to the text at the top of the second-to-last page of the proposal was also suggested and agreed 
to.  The text should read:  
“At least 6 credits from any COMPU courses at the 500 level and or above* (INCLUDING Software 
Engineering Specializations and Application Specialties). 
At least 12 of the 33 Complementary credits must be at the 500 level or above*. 
* Note that courses at the 600 or 700 level require special permission.  Information on the policy and 
procedures for such permission may be found at: http://www.mcgill.ca/science/sousa/bsc/course/graduate .  
This document refers to a protocol agreement between the Faculty of Science and the Graduate and 
Postdoctoral Studies Office. 

 
APC approved the proposed B.Sc.; Honours in Software Engineering on condition that the 
appropriate proof of sign-off by the Faculty of Engineering is obtained.  That condition having been 
met, APC’s approval will be reported to Senate (in APC’s 418th Report, for the meeting of Senate on 24th 
March 2010). 

 
Secretary’s note: the Faculty of Engineering was indeed consulted in January 2010 (a Consultation  Report 
Form was signed by Associate Dean (Academic) James Clark, 15th January 2010). 

 
09.08     Other business 
 
 None. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 
   

Helen M.C. Richard - HMCR/APPCdocs/minutes/2010-02-25 


