
APC 24/04/2008 – 14th meeting 2007-08 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 `  
Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 24th April 2008, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., 
Room 310, James Administration Building 

 
Present:  M.J. Mendelson, (chairing), A. Angus, A. Borkotoky, G. Brown, W. Caplin, A. DeGuise, V. Errunza, D. Farrow,  

J. Feine, W. Hendershot, P. Holland, D. Jutras,   D. King, M. Kreiswirth,, S. MacDougall, C. Urbain (for J. Schmidt), 
M. Szyf, .M.C. Richard (Secretary to the Committee) 

Regrets: L. Butler-Kisber, A. Masi, G. McClure, R. Rozen, J. Schmidt, S. Stroud, C.Weston, 
Guest:    J. Everett (items 5 a & b), P. Smith 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Documents circulated at the meeting:  none. 
 
14.01 Proposed agenda 
 

The agenda was adopted as circulated. 
   
14.02    Minutes of the meeting held on 27th March 2008 
  
 The minutes were approved. 
 
14.03     Business arising  
 
 None. 
 
14.04     Report on Senate approvals (meeting on 16th April 2008)  
 

The program proposals included in APC’s 400th Report to Senate (approved by APC on 27th March) were 
approved.  Senate also approved the Motion to amend the University Statutes so that the list of degrees granted 
by McGill could include: 
o Master of Science, Applied, in Occupational Therapy     M.Sc.A.(O.T.) 
o Master of Science, Applied, in Physical Therapy   M.Sc.A.(P.T.) 

 That motion will now be submitted to the Board of Governors for approval. 
 
 Secretary’s note in response to a question raised at APC regarding the content of the APC reports to Senate:  

Following adoption of the new streamlined approval and reporting process for courses and programs, APC 
Reports to Senate now no longer provide the details of program revisions nor list new and revised courses and 
retired courses.  Only the titles of revised and retired programs and numbers of new/revised/retired courses are 
reported with the name of the relevant faculty.  Given that the complete information is contained in the SCTP 
Reports to APC, the APC reports to Senate will refer to the SCTP reports which will now be posted in the 
unrestricted section of the APC website (a note will indicate that the APC reports to Senate should be consulted 
for final APC-approved program proposals, in case revisions were made after approval by SCTP).  

 
14.05    Proposals from the Senate Committee on Student Affairs 
        (Professor Jane Everett, Dean of Students and Chair of the CSA presenting)  
 
        a) Proposed Advising Mission Statement  
        - Memorandum from Professor Jane Everett, 4th April 2008 (-08-APC-04-73) 
 

The McGill Charter of Students’ Rights (Chapter 1 in A Handbook on Student Rights and Responsibilities) 
specifies that students are entitled to a quality education and an appropriate environment for learning but a 
student’s right to proper advising has not been specifically stated. The proposed statement follows-up on a 
recommendation from the Report of the Principal’s Task Force on Student Life and Learning that such a 
statement should be drafted and adopted.  This statement is intended to reflect the view that students are active 
participants in their advising and also to ascertain that they are entitled to accurate and timely advising. CSA 
approved the proposed Advising Mission Statement on 12th March 2008 after endorsement was received from 
the Deans.  SCTL was also consulted.  
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In the discussion, it was made clear that the proposed statement relates largely to undergraduate student and 
graduate academic advising but not to graduate student supervision. It was noted that MAUT was not 
consulted, although the statement relates to professors’ workload and responsibility, to the extent that advising 
might be assigned to academic staff.  A number of questions were raised, such as: are professors given the 
tools that enable them to provide appropriate advice?  It was mentioned that professors do advising without 
being given any training and are expected to be responsible for the advice they give. While the proposed 
Advising Mission Statement mentions the “shared responsibilities” of students and advisors, it is silent 
regarding the University administration’s responsibility and on what the University is committed to providing. 
It was noted that training will be made available to professional and professorial advisors; training would not 
be imposed but will be made available to academic units that see a need for an improvement of advising.   
Furthermore Deans have been asked to indicate plans for improving advising within their faculties and 
resources will be discussed in the compact budgeting process.  It was pointed out that the University’s support 
is stated in the Administrative Response to the Principal’s Task Force on Student Life and Learning and that 
the resource issue is important but separate.    
 
Dean Everett mentioned the plan to create a University-wide website on advising that will provide students 
with information, and direct them to appropriate persons or bodies for advice on substantial questions.  It was 
noted that many forms of advising exist and that advising occurs in an uneven fashion across the University. 
However, advising, whether it occurs in faculties or Enrolment Services cannot be done properly without the 
University’s contribution; it is dependent on the support provided.   The Principal’s Task Force recommended 
that most advising be done by professional advisors but local practice has to be taken into consideration.     
 
APC decided to refer the proposal back to the Senate Committee on Student Affairs, to include the 
notion of University responsibility for appropriate provision of information and resources.  

 
        b) Proposed modification to article 10.2 of the Charter of Students’ Rights  
        - Memorandum from Professor Jane Everett, 15th April 2008 (-08-APC-04-74) 
 

The proposed modification to article 10.2 of the Charter of Students’ Rights was originally presented by 
SSMU Vice-President (University Affairs) Adrian Angus in response to concerns expressed repeatedly by 
French-speaking students at McGill.  It is based on Article 15 of the Charter of Students’ Rights and is 
intended to remind both students and instructors of the students’ right to submit essays, theses and 
examinations in English or French. It reinforces the University’s commitment to making French-speaking 
students feel welcome.  In the discussion it was made clear that exams do not have to be given in French; only 
the answers may be written in French.  The difference with the Academic Integrity statement (required by 
Senate as a reminder to students on every course outline) is that the right to submit essays, theses and 
examinations in English or French is precisely a right spelled out in the Charter. The practical difficulties of 
implementing that right were raised.  It was argued that the proposed modification to article 10.2 is simply 
drawing attention to the fact that the right exists and encouraging students to exercise that right, and that this 
particular right refers to the evaluation of students’ essays, theses and exams; it is therefore relevant for 
inclusion in course outlines.   

    
This proposal was approved, with the understanding that further discussion by APC will be necessary 
regarding issues relating to how this particular student right can be applied.  It will be submitted to 
Senate by CSA for consideration at the meeting of Senate on 21st May 2008, with a statement reflecting 
APC’s approval and wish to continue discussing practical issues relating to this right.  

 
 14.06   Academic Program Review Reports 
  

CONFIDENTIAL 
 

14.07   APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs 
       Report on meeting held on 20th March 2008 (-08-APC-04-75) 
       - Concurrent B.Sc.(F.Sc.) in Food Science/B.Sc.(Nutr.Sc.) in Nutrition (120 cr.) 

 
Professor Hendershot explained that the contents of the B.Sc. programs in Food Science and in Nutrition already 
overlapped and it seemed easy to add one year so to have students could graduate with both degrees. Such a 
double program already exists in other universities and students have shown much interest in such a program.   
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The proposed program was approved for submission to Senate for approval.  It will be included in APC’s 
401st Report (D07-52) for consideration by Senate on 7th May 2008. 
 

14.08   Other business 
 
 None. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.                   
 
 

Helen M.C. Richard - HMCR/APPCdocs/minutes/2008-04-24 


