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 `  
Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy Committee held on Thursday 27th March 2008, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., 
Room 310, James Administration Building 

 
Present:  M.J. Mendelson, (chairing), A. Angus, A. Borkotoky, G. Brown, A. DeGuise, H. Goto, W. Hendershot, P. Holland,  

D. Jutras,   D. King, M. Kreiswirth,, G. McClure,  S. Stroud, C. Weston, .M.C. Richard (Secretary to the 
Committee) 

Regrets: L. Butler-Kisber, W. Caplin, V. Errunza, D. Farrow, J. Feine, S. MacDougall, A. Masi, M. Szyf, R. Rozen,  
J. Schmidt 

Guest:     P. Smith 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Documents circulated at the meeting:  
 - minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2008 
 - -08-APC-03-70 Proposal to retire SCCE and replace it with SCE Subcommittee 
 
13.01 Proposed agenda 
 

The agenda was adopted as circulated. 
   
13.02    Minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2008              
  
 The minutes were approved with one correction: the meeting was held in the Arts Council Room. 
 
13.03     Business arising  
  
 None. 
 
13.04     Report on Senate approvals (meeting on 26th March 2008)  
 
 Senate approved the B.Sc. (Major) in Pharmacology and B.Sc. (Honours) in Pharmacology (D07-39). 

Senate also approved a “notice of motion” to Senate (D07-40) to amend the University Statutes so as to include 
the following among the degrees granted by McGill University: 

 -  Master of Science, Applied, in Occupational Therapy          M.Sc.A.(O.T.) 
-  Master of Science, Applied, in Physical Therapy                  M.Sc.A.(P.T.) 
The above-cited degree programs were approved by Senate on 4th December 2002.  They were subsequently 
submitted to CREPUQ’s Commission d’évaluation des projets de programmes for evaluation and to the 
Ministry of Education, Leisure and Sport (MELS) for approval.  They were approved by MELS on 2nd 
November 2006.  The Office des professions du Québec is now proposing amendments to its Règlement stating 
that those new degrees are recognized as the requirements for entry into the professions.  The Motion to Senate 
to amend the University Statutes (D07-45) will be submitted to Senate for consideration on 16th April 2008.  

   
13.05    Academic Program Reviews Reports 
 
 CONFIDENTIAL 
 
13.06   APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs   
 Report on meeting held on 6th March 2008 (08-APC-03-69) 
  
       a) Faculty of Law 
        -  LL.M. in Air and Space Law; Non-Thesis (45 cr.).   
 

The Non-Thesis option is intended to give LL.M. students in Air and Space Law the same flexibility currently 
provided students in other LL.M. programs in the Faculty of Law.  A substantial 18-credit Research Project is 
proposed in lieu of the 24-credit thesis.  APC members recalled reservations that were voiced during the 
presentation of the academic program review on Graduate programs in the Faculty of Law (08-APC-02-59) on 
28th February: it was noted that the proposed Non-Thesis program had by mistake been advertised on the 
Faculty’s website without a proviso that it was pending approval.  McGill’s competitors offer non-thesis 
master’s degrees; such programs train students to do research in a way that can be viewed as being more 
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attractive to students and less time-demanding than a master’s thesis.  In the discussion the following was 
clarified by Associate Provost (Graduate Education) and Dean (Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies) Martin 
Kreiswirth: “Master’s theses at McGill are examined by two examiners, one from the student’s unit (“internal”) 
and one (normally) from outside the student’s unit (“external”) but from within McGill.  In unusual cases the 
external examiner can be external to the University.  The two examiners of a Master’s thesis report their 
evaluations to GPS; for Master’s theses, there is no oral examination (or defense). GPS is now reexamining our 
thesis submission and examination procedures for both PhD and Master’s students.” 
 
The proposed program was approved for submission to Senate (it will be included in APC’s 400th Report to 
Senate D07-45, for consideration on 16th April 2008). 

 
       b) Desautels Faculty of Management 

-  B.Com.; Honours in Investment Management (42 cr.) 
 

The proposed programs was approved for submission to Senate (it will be included in APC’s 400th Report to 
Senate D07-45, for consideration on 16th April 2008). 

 
       c) Faculty of Science 
 -  B.Sc.; Joint Major in Computer Science and Biology (69-73 cr.) 
 -  B.A. & Sc.; Major Concentration in Software Engineering (36-37 cr.) 
 -  B.Sc.; Science Core Component in Software Engineering [Liberal Program] (48-49 cr.) 
 

The proposed programs were approved for submission to Senate (they will be included in APC’s 400th 
Report to Senate D07-45, for consideration on 16th April 2008). 

 
13.07     Senate Committee on Continuing Education 

-  Proposal for retirement of SCCE and replacement by APC Subcommittee on Continuing Education  
(08-APC-03-70) 
 
Deputy Provost Morton Mendelson, Chair of the Senate Committee on Continuing Education, presented the 
proposal for the retirement of the SCCE and its replacement by a subcommittee of APC.  The proposal, initiated 
by the SCCE early in 2005, is in keeping with the trend to disentangle administrative functions from the 
governance function of committees. Certain functions of the SCCE will be supported by the new Dean of 
Continuing Education, while others are academic functions that can be handled by subcommittees of the APC.  
If Continuing Education is intended to be part of the University’s academic activity, its function should reside in 
APC rather than in a separate place.  All credit courses and programs already have been submitted to Senate for 
approval through APC.  It is now proposed that all continuing education activities be monitored by APC and that 
a new subcommittee of APC deal with continuing education policy issues.  The coordination function would be 
left to the Dean of Continuing Education.  APC is being consulted before the proposal is submitted by SCCE to 
the Nominating Committee of Senate. 

 
Although the proposal to retire SCCE was considered by APC in March 2005 as part of a larger draft document.  
it was noted that circulation of the document so close to meeting time may give the impression that a meaningful 
review is not what is expected.  In the discussion it was noted that the proposed structure is preferable to the 
current one.  It was clarified that all committees reporting to APC (SCTL, RPC, CGPS) are required to submit 
an annual report on past activities and plans to APC in the fall and that those reports are usually presented by the 
chairs of the committees.  It was also stated that given all the continuing education courses being offered at 
McGill, it would be useful that a central body should develop a general understanding of the overall objectives 
considered important and issues relating to them. 
  
APC discussed the terms of reference of the proposed APC Subcommittee on Continuing Education.  The 
second point of the mandate (formerly 3.) was revised as follows: “obtains information on, and reviews ongoing 
continuing education activities throughout the University, reports on these to APC and makes recommendations 
for improvements.”  Regarding the proposed composition of the Subcommittee on Continuing Education, it was 
noted that including one representative from every faculty, as used to be the case with the Senate Committee on 
Continuing Education, would result in too large a committee.  It was also thought that it may be rather difficult 
to determine which faculties are “actively engaged in continuing education” as all faculties are engaged in one 
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form or another.  It was proposed that it might be wise to recommend that faculty representation be on a 
rotational basis for a total of four representatives: three from large faculties and one from a smaller faculty.   

 
APC was satisfied with the proposal and supported its submission by SCCE to the Nominating 
Committee of Senate. 

 
13.08   Other business 
 
 None. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.            
 
 

Helen M.C. Richard - HMCR/APPCdocs/minutes/2008-03-27 


