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____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy and Planning Committee held on Thursday 15th March 2007 from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m., Arts Council Room 160, Arts Building 

 
Present:  A.C. Masi  (Chair), L. Butler-Kisber, W. Caplin, A. deGuise, P. Holland,  M. Kreiswirth, S. McDougall,  

M.J. Mendelson, M. Nahon, D. Niven, N. Perumal, J. Schmidt, S. Stroud, M. Szyf, H.F. Upham,  
H.M.C. Richard (Secretary to the Committee) 

Regrets: A. Angus, G. Brown, V. Errunza, J. Feine, D. Jutras, C. Newlove, D. Thérien 
Guests:   F. Bouthillier, R. Slee (item 4) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Document circulated at the meeting:   
- 0607-APPC-03-58 Bilateral Student Exchange Agreement between McGill University and Université de Montréal 
 
11.01 Proposed agenda 
 

The proposed agenda was adopted as circulated. 
 
11.02     Minutes of meeting held on 1st March 2007 

 
       The minutes were approved as circulated. 

 
11.03 Business arising 
  

- Motion to Senate to amend the Statutes re. degree granted jointly D06-42 
As a result of the approval by Senate (17th January 2007) and by the Commission des études of Université 
de Montréal (20th March 2007) of the joint EMBA proposed by HEC-Montréal –and McGill, a motion was 
presented to Senate on 7th March to amend the Statutes as follows: 

“Any degree may be granted jointly with another institution of higher learning as a single degree, 
as established from time to time by Senate.”  
“Any degree may be granted jointly with a degree granted by another institution of higher 
learning, as established from time to time by Senate.” 

The motion, now approved by Senate, will be presented to the Board of Governors on 16th April 2007.  
   

11.04 Faculty of Education: proposal to change the name of the Graduate School of Library and 
Information Studies to “School of Information Studies” (0607-APPC-03-55) 

       
Dean Roger Slee and Professor France Bouthillier, Director of GSLIS, presented the proposal. The 
proposed broader name, used by a large number of schools in North America, offers advantages for 
advertising and explaining the School’s activities for fund-raising purposes. “Information Studies” would 
encompass Information Science, Library Science, Archival Studies, and Knowledge Management. 
 
Although it was stated that the proposed name was in line with the current trend, concern was raised in the 
discussion about possible confusion caused by the deletion of the word “Library” in the proposed name. It 
was felt that “information studies” reflects a utilitarian approach to knowledge and conjures up disciplines 
such as communication, information technology and the like; books are more than tools of “information”; 
the chosen name therefore appears to restrict what the School is and does.  It was argued that the GSLIS 
deals with sources of knowledge, i.e. developing tools for retrieving and recording that knowledge, for 
example how to help young people use search engines and learn to be more discerning etc.   
 
It was further stated that the proposal should include a record of consultations carried out (an 
approval/consultation table as well as appended letters). Units consulted might include the School of 
Computer Science, the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, the Faculty of Management, 
University Libraries, and others.   
 
Deletion of “Graduate” in the School’s name was also questioned: the School teaches only graduate 
programs but feels that it is not necessary for this to be stated in the name of the school. 
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The Chair thanked Dean Slee and Professor Bouthillier.  In its discussion, APPC reiterated its concern 
about deleting the term “library” from the name of the School: it was noted that at a time when small 
libraries, Anglophone ones in particular, seem threatened in Quebec, the cultural context is somewhat weak 
and McGill would be sending a message to the community that it does not value libraries.  While APPC 
does not question how the School is trying to position itself in its discipline and acknowledges that the 
members of the School ought to have a say in how the School is called, the School has traditionally been 
dealing with libraries. The principal degrees offered by the School are in “Library and Information 
Studies”; adoption of the proposed name would create a mismatch with the degrees the School offers.  
Only the Ph.D. in Information Studies (currently in the process of being evaluated by CREPUQ for 
approval by MELS) would reflect the proposed name. APPC was not convinced by the need to follow the 
trend elsewhere. 
 
APPC therefore decided to table the name change proposal until the next meeting.  Concerns will be 
expressed to the Dean of the Faculty of Education and to the Director of the Graduate School of Library 
and Information Studies. The Dean and Director will be invited to consult with the Faculty of Science 
(School of Computer Science), the Faculty of Engineering (Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering), the Faculty of Management, the Director of Libraries and submit the results of this 
consultation.  PGSS student councilors from the GSLIS will be consulted informally.  
 
(Note: Université de Montréal is retaining “Library Studies” in the name of its school, the “Ecole de 
bibliothéconomie et des sciences de l’information”.) 

 
11.05 Academic Program Reviews 
 CONFIDENTIAL 
   
11.06     Cooperation Agreement between the Sauvé Scholars Foundation and McGill University, 

memorandum 8th March 2007 (0607-APPC-03-57) 
 

The proposed Cooperation Agreement is intended to formalize the relationship between the Sauvé Scholars 
Foundation and McGill University. The Agreement will be effective 1st August 2006, terminating 31st July 
2009). McGill and the Sauvé Foundation collaborate to provide the Sauvé Scholars (“stagiaires” or 
“academic trainees”) access to a university environment, essentially with teaching activities, mentors, 
libraries, and the Gym. The Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies is involved in matching the Sauvé 
Scholars with academic staff who can act as mentors. 
 
Note: the missing text at the top of page 4 (lost in the conversion from Word to pdf) reads as follows: 
“Subject to space restrictions, and with the prior approval of the course instructor, the Sauvé Scholars 
shall be permitted to attend at no charge, all courses, lectures and seminars given at McGill but will not be 
required to write exams, papers, assignments, etc. and will not receive any academic credits.” 
 
On motion by Professor Caplin, seconded by Professor Butler-Kisber, the proposed Cooperation 
Agreement between the Sauvé Scholars Foundation and McGill University was approved.  It will be 
reported to Senate as having been approved (in APPC’s 388th Report, for consideration on 28th April 
2007). 

 
11.07 Bilateral Student Exchange Agreement between McGill University and the Université de Montréal              

(0607-APPC-03-58) 
 

The proposed bilateral undergraduate student exchange agreement with Université de Montréal was 
presented as a follow-up on the report from the Principal’s Task Force on Student Life and Learning in that 
it seeks to improve students’ cultural experience in Montreal.  Instead of  the three credits per session from 
another Quebec university currently allowed McGill students through the Inter-University Transfer (IUT) 
Agreement, students under the proposed agreement would be able to take one or two semesters at 
Université de Montréal, and vice versa.  The number of students was tentatively set at 50 to allow for 
proper advising at McGill for students applying to take advantage of the proposed agreement. This local 
university exchange will be handled like an international exchange. Fifty students will constitute a 
substantial increase to the number of McGill students participating in the study-abroad program. The 
agreement will be on a five-year trial basis; either institution may terminate the Agreement at the end of 
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any academic year by giving at least six months notice.  When reviewing the agreement, imbalance 
between in-coming and out-going students will be considered.   
 
The proposed bilateral student exchange agreement with Université de Montréal was approved and 
will be reported as such to Senate (388th APPC Report to Senate for meeting of Senate on 28th April 
2007). 

  
11.08 Other business 
 
 None. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 
         Helen M.C. Richard 2007-03-23 
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